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WELCOME STATEMENT 

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as God’s beloved child, “for in 
Christ Jesus… [we] are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26). No 
matter your age, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, race, 
ethnicity, marital status, neurodivergent status, faith background, political 
leanings, or mental, intellectual or physical ability – you are welcomed here 
just as you are. In this church, we commit to pursue gender and racial equity 
in all that we do, and to support one another as chosen family, being parents 
and siblings for each other regardless of who we have as biological family 
(Mark 3:31-35). For we are all one in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional 
nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide as we strive to serve 
our world. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
For safety reasons, please do not allow your children to wander unsupervised past the coat 
racks or downstairs during the church service. Our nursery is open but not staffed. You are 

welcome to use it, but please do not leave your children unattended. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
PRELUDE 
“Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”                             arr. Camille Van Hulse 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, 
the Wind stirring the waters. 

All:   Amen. 
 

  Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Pastor:  Mighty God, lover of justice, 

All:   you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 

All:             Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

Pastor:  The former things have passed away, 

and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, 
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace. 

All:   Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522)  

 
GREETING  
 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All:    And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE: We are Marching in the Light (ELW 866) 
       Sing: Yes we worship…  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Asst:  Let us pray. Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving 

your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a 

hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for 

peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All:  Amen. 

 

The assembly may be seated. 

 

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8 
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit 
against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not 
want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the 
people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 
 

 1 Hear what the LORD says: 
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 
 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
 for the LORD has a case against his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 
 3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
  Aaron, and Miriam. 
 5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
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 6 “With what shall I come before the LORD 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
 7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, 
  and what does the LORD require of you 
 but to do justice and to love kindness 
  and to walk humbly with your God? 
  
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 15 

 1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
  who speak the truth from their heart;  
 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
 4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear 
the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes 
against the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  

 

 
 



8 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems 
stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work 
power and salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of 
the cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers. 
 
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, 
in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who 
believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to 
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
  26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise 
by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 
birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low 
and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, 29 so 
that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30 In contrast, God is why you 
are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

Reader:  The word of the Lord.  

All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Halle, Hallelujah (WOV 722)  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of 
God. 

 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  

All:    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, 
saying: 
  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled. 
  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
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  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.” 
 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly may be seated.  
 

 

SERMON                                                                                                        Pastor John Schleicher 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: When the Poor Ones (ELW 725)  

  Choir will sing vs. 1, then the congregation may join in on vs. 2 
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APOSTLES CREED   

Pastor: Joining the saints from every time and place, let us confess 
our faith. 

 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose               

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,                       

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the     

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Through Our Lives and Our Prayers 
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Asst: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the 
church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the 
earth, our home. A brief silence. 

 

...Merciful God,   
All:   Receive our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, 

we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made 
known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 

All:  Amen.  
 
 

Repeat “Through Our Lives and Our Prayers.”  
 

PEACE  
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
All:   And also with you. 
 
 
The assembly may be seated. 

 
 
OFFERING  
“Offertory”                   John Ness Beck 
      Chancel Choir 

 

LITURGICAL HAND WASHING 
Pastor and assisting ministers sanitize and wash their hands. 

“I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar, O Lord, singing 
aloud a song of thanksgiving, and telling all your wondrous deeds.” – 
Psalm 26:6 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERING RESPONSE: As with Gladness Men of Old (ELW 302 vs.4)  

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Asst:   God of majesty, 

no eye has seen, no ear has heard 
what you have prepared for those who love you, 
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 
Use what we have gathered 
to feed us with the reign of God come near, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All:   Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   
All:   And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.   
All:   We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
 

 
PREFACE  
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, al-mighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  

 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the 

waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son, and 

in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.  

 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: You are Holy (ELW 525) 



17 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Pastor:  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Pastor: Praying now in whatever language or translation is the language 

of your heart, we pray as children of God: 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kin[g]dom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kin[g]dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Pastor:  Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

Come to the table; taste and see. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
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All are invited to come to the table to receive what the Lord offers. If, 
however, you would prefer not to receive communion, you may still 
come to the table for a blessing. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request when you come to 
receive communion at the altar rail. 

Our trays have wine (darker liquid) in the outer part of the tray, and 
grape juice (lighter liquid) in the center. Please choose whichever you 
prefer. Drop your empty cup in one of the baskets on the stands. 
  
If it would be easier for you to have communion brought to you, please 
let an usher know and we will be happy to serve you at your seat.  
  
If you have any further questions, please ask an usher. 

 
 
LAMB OF GOD  
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COMMUNION SONG: Blessed Are They 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
Pastor:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
All:   Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Asst:   Radiant God, 

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the sacrament of his body and blood 
you have drawn us to your heart. 
Send us from this table with delight, 
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All:   Amen. 
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BLESSING 

Pastor:  May the triune God, 

who has put a new song in your mouth 
and tuned your heart for praise 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
All:   Amen.  
 
SENDING SONG: Rise Up, O Saints of God! (ELW 669)  

 

 

DISMISSAL 
Asst:   Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

 
The assembly may be seated.  
 

POSTLUDE 
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”                                                  arr. Matt Hyzer 
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 Sunday, February 1 
Worship Service@10am: 4th Sunday After Epiphany 

HS Youth Group @5pm-7pm at ULC 
 

Monday, February 2 
Scouts @7pm in Sunday School/Room   

 
Tuesday, February 3 

Bible Study @12pm in Library and on Zoom  
 

Wednesday, February 4 
Quilters@9:30am 

Girl Scouts @5:30pm in Sunday School/Youth Room 
Faith Bell Choir @6:30pm 
Chancel Choir@7:30pm 

 
Thursday, February 5 

Alzheimer’s Support Group @7pm in Fellowship Hall  
 

Sunday, February 8 
Worship Service@10am: 5th Sunday After Epiphany  

Chili Cook Off immediately following service in Fellowship Hall  
 
 
FAITH VOLUNTEERS 
February 1                                                                       February 8 

Greeter(s): Paula Pulter                                                 Greeter(s): Ray and Angie Herek  
Usher(s): Brenda Kopf/Jane Durga                              Usher(s): Jon McCracken/John Backman 
Coffee Hour: Jan Sollenberger/Lorna Lieske             Coffee Hour: Chili Cook Off  
Counters: Linda Hirt/Matt Schnizlein  Counters: John McCracken/Kathy Mace 
Noisy Offering: N/A                                                        Noisy Offering: Matt Schnizlein 
Acolyte: Tabitha Richardson Acolyte: Andrew Herek 
Reader: Warren Heilman     Reader: Megan Nyquist  
Lay Assistant: Bill Floyd Lay Assistant: Mike Eschelbach 
Altar Care: Tammy Heilman    Altar Care: Gretchen Paige/Elaine Harrison 
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We invite you to hold these people in your prayers each day this week. 
 
We pray for all longing for sustainable housing, secure employment, access to medical 
care, and overall health and wellness, especially Barb, Sue, Troy, Krista, Eric, Beth, 
Logan, Garrett, Melinda, Rick, Kathy, Grace, and Marj. 
 
We pray for all those in military service, especially those connected to our community: 
Alex, Braxton, Joey, Jon, Landon, Hannah, Joe, Reuben, Lane, and Aiden. 
 
We pray for the larger church, especially Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry and Bishop Julie 
Schneider-Thomas, our synod prayer partner Bethany Lutheran in Northport, their 
pastor, Rev. Chrysanne Timm, and our companion synods in Papua New Guinea and 
Honduras.  
 
*New additions to our prayers are listed in bold; names will remain on the printed 
list for six weeks. Please contact the church office or Pastor Megan to add or 
reinstate names to the prayer list. 
 

Prayer Partners Letter 
 

We are participating in this activity and would love you to add your signature. The letter is 
located on the table under the bulletin board entitled “Prayer Partners.” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Pastoral Care 
Pastor Megan will be out of town from January 28-February 5. Should you need pastoral care 
at this time, please reach out to Reverand Dr. John Schleicher at (517) 214-6483. 
 
February and March Noisy Offering  
The synod Honduras Team is planning their April trip to Honduras to visit with members of 
the Lutheran Church of Honduras (ICLH). We eat together, talk, with each other (phone apps 
help with the language), learn together, and most importantly, worship together. It is a busy 
week filled with friendship, and laughter, that results in faith and hope for all of us.  
As partners with our Honduran companions, we support the Health for Life ministry. This 
project promotes healthy living by educating health volunteers and increasing access to life’s 
basic needs. We do many things during the week. We visit communities where we make 
home visits. We join a meeting of an HIV/Aids support group, and we host a workshop where 
we teach the health volunteers new skills. The volunteers then use these new skills to help 
their neighbors. For this trip, ICLH requested a workshop on basic first aid skills. They have 
many new volunteers who have not received training in simple but necessary treatments. To 
support this goal, they have also requested first aid supplies such as sterile gauze, elastic and 
adhesive bandages, blunt-tipped scissors, thermometers, burn and antibiotic ointments, latex 
or nitrile gloves, tweezers, and medical tape.  
 
You can still join the team travelling April 20-28th, but please contact Pastor Megan Crouch at 
gaylordpeace@gmail.com immediately for information.  
 
 
Super Bowl Chili Cook Off – February 8 
The Membership Development Committee and Parish Education Committee will be hosting 
a Super Bowl Sunday Chili Cook Off right after the church service in the fellowship hall.  This 
will be a fundraiser for the youth (National Youth Gathering, etc.)  This will be a free will 
offering and all participants (chili eaters) will get to cast one vote for their favorite 
chili.  Check the narthex for the sign-up sheet to bring chili, as well as the sign- up sheet for 
those just wanting to participate in chili consumption. 
 
Benefit Concert for LINCS Solar Project  
Our very own Bruce Williams is putting on a concert with his group, “The Trio” on February 
15th at 2pm at The Peoples Church. All donations collected during the concert will help fund 
rooftop solar for the LINCS (Lansing Intentional Communities, which is a home for young 
adults with autism) home at 116 Ferguson Street. There is a flyer in the narthex with more 
information!  

mailto:gaylordpeace@gmail.com

