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WELCOME STATEMENT 

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as God’s beloved child, “for in 
Christ Jesus… [we] are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26). No 
matter your age, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, race, 
ethnicity, marital status, neurodivergent status, faith background, political 
leanings, or mental, intellectual or physical ability – you are welcomed here 
just as you are. In this church, we commit to pursue gender and racial equity 
in all that we do, and to support one another as chosen family, being parents 
and siblings for each other regardless of who we have as biological family 
(Mark 3:31-35). For we are all one in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional 
nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide as we strive to serve 
our world. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
For safety reasons, please do not allow your children to wander unsupervised past the coat 
racks or downstairs during the church service. Our nursery is open but not staffed. You are 

welcome to use it, but please do not leave your children unattended. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
PRELUDE 
“Once in Royal David’s City”                          arr. Alice Jordan  
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty Savior, 
Prince of Peace.     

All:   Amen. 
 
  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Pastor:  Reconciling God, 

All:   we yearn for your presence to transform 

our grief, pain, and despair. 
We confess that we have not always prepared 
room in our hearts for your love; 
we have not always recognized 
your presence among us; 
we have not always embraced your message of peace. 
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 
oppression, and fear. 
We confess our failure to make room 
for those seeking refuge; 
our participation in violent systems 
that harm your innocent ones; 
our reluctance to embody your good news. 
Be born in us today 
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 

All:             Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

Pastor:  God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 

☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 

All:   Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: Once in Royal David’s City (ELW 269)  

 

 

GREETING  
 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All:    And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Asst:  Let us pray. O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust 

in our own powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us 

and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All:   Amen. 
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The assembly may be seated.  

 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18  

  

A reading from Genesis.    

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth 

was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind 

from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be 

light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 

first day. 14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 

separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons 

and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give 

light upon the earth." And it was so. 16God made the two great lights — the 

greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night — and the 

stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to 

rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 

darkness. And God saw that it was good.  
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CAROL: Of the Father’s Love Begotten (ELW 295 vs. 1 & 2)  
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Second Reading: Micah 5:2-5a   

A reading from Micah.   

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,  

whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.  

 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor 

has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of 

Israel.  

 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in 

the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.  And they shall live 

secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth;  

 5and he shall be the one of peace.  If the Assyrians come into our land  

and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and 

eight installed as rulers.  

CAROL: Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239 vs.1&4)  
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Third Reading: Luke 1:26-35, 38  

 A reading from Luke.   
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in  

Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to 

her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was 

much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 

be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 

with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 

will name him Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 

High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  

33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 

be no end."  

34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel 

said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 

be called Son of God. 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 

let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.  
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CAROL: The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (ELW 265 vs. 1,2,4)  

 

Fourth Reading: Matthew 1:18-25     

A reading from Matthew.  

 18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 

found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a 

righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 

dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,  
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"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to 

name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22All this took 

place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  

 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  and they shall name him 

Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph awoke from 

sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 

wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and 

he named him Jesus.  

 

CAROL: Emmanuel (W&P 36, sing twice) 
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Fifth Reading: Luke 2:8-20  

A reading from Luke.   

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  

10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city 

of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying,  14”Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 

among those whom he favors!”  

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all 

who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them.  
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CAROL: Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW 289)  
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Sixth Reading: Matthew 2:1-11  

  

A reading from Matthew.   

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has 

been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 

come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 

and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  

5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 

prophet:  

 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  are by 

no means least among the rulers of Judah;  for 

from you shall come a ruler  who is to shepherd 

my people Israel.'"  

7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 

exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to  

Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 

found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9When 

they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 

star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 

child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 

his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 

treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
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CAROL: What Child is This (ELW 296)  

 

 

Seventh Reading: John 1:1-14  

A reading from John.   

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being 

through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 

into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
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6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people 

did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 

he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or 

of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word 

became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 

a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  

CAROL: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (ELW 276)  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Asst: Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the 
church, creation, and all who are in need. A brief silence. 

 

...God of grace,   
All:   Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor:  With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our 

prayers to you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and 
eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

All:  Amen.  
 
 
PEACE  
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
All:   And also with you. 
 

The assembly may be seated. 

 

 

OFFERING  
“Ding, Dong, Merrily on High”             arr. Victor Labenske 
 

LITURGICAL HAND WASHING 
Pastor and assisting ministers sanitize and wash their hands. 

“I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar, O Lord, singing 
aloud a song of thanksgiving, and telling all your wondrous deeds.” – 
Psalm 26:6 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERING RESPONSE: The First Noel (ELW 300 vs. 1,2,5) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Asst:   God of glory, 

great are your wonders among us 
and many are the blessings you bestow. 
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, 
through Christ our Savior. 

All:   Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   
All:   And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.   
All:   We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
 

 
PREFACE  
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh, you have 
opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the 
God whom we cannot see. 
 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

Pastor:  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

    
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Pastor: Praying now in whatever language or translation is the language of 

your heart, we pray as children of God: 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kin[g]dom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kin[g]dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Pastor:  God is now in flesh appearing. 

Come to the feast of joy! 
 

 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 

 
All are invited to come to the table to receive what the Lord offers. If, 
however, you would prefer not to receive communion, you may still 
come to the table for a blessing. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request when you come to receive 
communion at the altar rail. 

Our trays have wine (darker liquid) in the outer part of the tray, and 
grape juice (lighter liquid) in the center. Please choose whichever you 
prefer. Drop your empty cup in one of the baskets on the stands. 
  
If it would be easier for you to have communion brought to you, please 
let an usher know and we will be happy to serve you at your seat.  
  
If you have any further questions, please ask an usher. 
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LAMB OF GOD  

 
COMMUNION SONG: Creator of the Stars of Night (ELW 245)  
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
Pastor:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
All:   Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Asst:   Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 

May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. 
Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, 
through Christ born in us. 

All:   Amen. 
 

 
BLESSING 

Pastor:  The triune God, 

glorious Mystery, 
holy Incarnate One, 
abiding Comforter, 

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 
All:   Amen.  
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SENDING SONG: Go Tell it on the Mountain (ELW 290)  

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Asst:   Glory to God in the highest! 
All:   And peace to God’s people on earth! 
Asst:   Go in joy and embody God’s redeeming grace. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Masters in this Hall”                 arr. Lloyd Larson 
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Sunday, December 28 

Worship Service@10am: Lessons & Carols 

 

Monday, December 29-Friday, January 2 

Office Closed for the Holiday 

 

Sunday, January 4 

Worship Service @10am: Epiphany 

 
FAITH VOLUNTEERS 
December 28                                                                          January 4 
Greeter(s): John & Ramona  Backman     Greeter(s): Harold Sollenberger/Jan Mace 
Usher(s): Randy Royalty/Ken Milne                                   Usher(s): Brenda Kopf/Randy Royalty  
Coffee Hour: Ray & Angle Herek                                        Coffee Hour:  
Counters: Randy Royalty                              Counters:  
Noisy Offering: Matt Schnizlein                                          Noisy Offering:  
Acolyte: Acolyte:  
Readers: See List Below       Reader: Henry Brown 
Lay Assistant: Ray Herek Lay Assistant: Paul Hereza 
Altar Care: Elaine Harrison    Altar Care: Elaine Harrison 
 
Readers 
Angie Herek - 1st, Ray Herek - 2nd, Cecelia Kramer - 3rd, Mike Eschelbach - 4th 
Kathy Klingensmith - 5th, Raymond Herek - 6th 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
We invite you to hold these people in your prayers each 
day this week. 
 
We pray for all longing for sustainable housing, secure 
employment, access to medical care, and overall health 
and wellness, especially Sue, Troy, Krista, Eric, Beth, Logan, Garrett, Melinda, Rick, Kathy, Denise, 
Jennifer, CaLisa, Kim, Grace, Marj, Kate, and Marla. 
 
We pray for all those in military service, especially those connected to our community: Alex, 
Braxton, Joey, Jon, Landon, Hannah, Joe, Reuben, Lane, and Aiden. 
 
We pray for the larger church, especially our synod prayer partner, Trinity Lutheran in 
Millersburg, their pastor, Rev. Mary Hughes and our companion synods in Papua New Guinea 
and Honduras. *New additions to our prayers are listed in bold; names will remain on the 
printed list for six weeks. Please contact the church office or Pastor Megan to add or reinstate 
names to the prayer list. 


