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WELCOME STATEMENT 

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as God’s beloved child, “for in Christ Jesus… 
[we] are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26). No matter your age, gender 
identity or expression, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, marital status, neurodivergent 
status, faith background, political leanings, or mental, intellectual or physical ability – you 
are welcomed here just as you are. In this church, we commit to pursue gender and racial 
equity in all that we do, and to support one another as chosen family, being parents and 
siblings for each other regardless of who we have as biological family (Mark 3:31-35). For 
we are all one in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and grace 
to be our help and guide as we strive to serve our world. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

For safety reasons, please do not allow your children to wander unsupervised past the coat 
racks or downstairs during the church service. Our nursery is open but not staffed. You are 

welcome to use it, but please do not leave your children unattended. 

 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
“Carol Arrangements”                Mark Hayes 
 
 
PRELUDE 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”                arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 

Pastor:  Do not be afraid; for see,  

I am bringing you good news of great joy.  

All: To us is born this day in the city of David a Savior, the Messiah, 

the Lord.  

Pastor: This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in cloth and 

lying in a manger.  

All: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace!  

Pastor: Let us go now to Bethlehem. 
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GATHERING HYMN: O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283)  
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GREETING  
 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All:    And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Angels We have Heard on High (ELW 289) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Asst:  Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the 

brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk 

in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 

brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

All:  Amen. 

 

The assembly may be seated.  

 

 
 
LIGHTING THE WREATH 
 
Pastor: We light the Christ candle to symbolize God’s promise fulfilled. 
 
Asst: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests 

upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

 
Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace to all on whom his 
favor rests. 

 
All:  Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
 
 

The wreath is lit during the song. 
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CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: Love Has Come (ELW 292)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a 
royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and 
righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will do this! 
 

 2 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3 You have multiplied exultation; 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4 For the yoke of their burden 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
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  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6 For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders, 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7 Great will be his authority, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
(8:00 PM)  “Gentle Mary, Tender Mary”               Jay Althouse 
            Jane Durga, soloist 
 

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 
The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. 
Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of 
our Savior’s final appearance. 
11 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12 training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions and in the present age to live lives that 
are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope 
and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
14 He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity 
and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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(4:00PM) CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of 
great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 

 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 

All:    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child.     
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7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room. 
  8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 
 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
[15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child, 18 and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, 19 and Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it 
had been told them.] 
 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly may be seated.  

 

SERMON                                                                                                            Pastor Megan Floyd 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW 270)  

 

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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APOSTLES CREED   

Pastor: Joining the saints from every time and place, let us confess 
our faith. 

 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose               

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,                       

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the     

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Dona nobis pacem (ELW 753) 
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Asst: Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the 

church, creation, and all who are in need. A brief silence. 
 

...God of grace,   
All:   Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor:  With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our 

prayers to you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and 
eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

All:  Amen.  
 
 
Repeat “Dona nobis pacem” 
 

PEACE  
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
All:   And also with you. 
 
 
 
The assembly may be seated. 

 
 
OFFERING  
(4:00 PM) “Some Children See Him”         Alfred Burt, Wihla Hutson 
          Emily Brown, soloist; Kathy Richardson, accompanist  
 
(8:00 PM)  “He Shall Be Called”      Susan Naylor Callaway 
      Chancel Choir 
 

LITURGICAL HAND WASHING 
Pastor and assisting ministers sanitize and wash their hands. 

“I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar, O Lord, singing 
aloud a song of thanksgiving, and telling all your wondrous deeds.” – 
Psalm 26:6 
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Please stand as you are able 

OFFERING RESPONSE: What Child is This (ELW 296) 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Asst:   God of glory, 

great are your wonders among us 
and many are the blessings you bestow. 
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, 
through Christ our Savior. 

All:   Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   
All:   And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.   
All:   We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
 

 
PREFACE  
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh, you have 
opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the 
God whom we cannot see. 
 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

Pastor:  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Pastor: Praying now in whatever language or translation is the language of 

your heart, we pray as children of God: 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kin[g]dom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kin[g]dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Pastor:  If you desire to receive what God offers, then come, there is room 

for you here. All are welcome to come to the feast with joy! 

 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
  

All are invited to come to the table to receive what the Lord offers. If, 
however, you would prefer not to receive communion, you may still 
come to the table for a blessing. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request when you come to receive 
communion at the altar rail. 

Our trays have wine (darker liquid) in the outer part of the tray, and 
grape juice (lighter liquid) in the center. Please choose whichever you 
prefer. Drop your empty cup in one of the baskets on the stands. 
  
If it would be easier for you to have communion brought to you, please 
let an usher know and we will be happy to serve you at your seat.  
  
If you have any further questions, please ask an usher. 
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LAMB OF GOD  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

COMMUNION SONG: It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (ELW 282)  
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COMMUNION SONG: O, Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279)  

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
Pastor:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
All:   Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Asst:   Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 

May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. 
Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, 
through Christ born in us. 

All:   Amen. 
 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLES 
 
The ushers will bring a lit candle to the end of each row. Please tilt the unlit candle toward 
the flame to light the next candle. 
 
Battery-powered candles are available for young children, and anyone else who feels 
more comfortable holding an alternative to a lit candle. 
 
Please ask an usher for assistance if needed. 
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HYMN OF LIGHT: Silent Night, Holy Night (ELW 281) 

 

Please extinguish candles and return to container at entrance to sanctuary after worship.  

 
BLESSING 

Pastor:  May the triune God, 

glorious Mystery, 
holy Incarnate One, 
abiding Comforter, 

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 
All:   Amen.  
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SENDING SONG: Joy to the World (ELW 267)  

DISMISSAL 
Asst:   Glory to God in the highest! 
All:   And peace to God’s people on earth! 
Asst:   Go in joy, and embody God’s redeeming grace. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Joy to the World”          arr. Raymond Haan 
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2025 Poinsettia Dedications  
 

• Randy and Jamie Royalty in celebration 
of Christ’s birth 

 

• Ann Mayer in honor of Tim, Rob, Allison, Maggie, Charlie & Jack Mayer and in 
celebration of the birth of our Savior, Jesus.  

 

• Anne Missavage  
 

• Cecelia Kramer and Rick Beaderstadt in celebration the birth of Christ.  
 

• Bruce Williams in memory of Gladys & Stanley Williams.  
 

• Pastor Megan, Bill, Aspen & Kara Floyd in celebration of this wonderful 
congregation, Faith Lutheran Church.  

 

• Warren and Tammy Heilman in celebration of our grandchildren Noah, 
Emerson & Karlyn.  

 

• Brenda Kopf in memory of Walter Kopf, Richard & Jane Kemmler, Chip Pittman, 
Hilda & William Kopf, Eleanor & Hannes Tietje.  

 

• Jack and Natalie Dingledine in memory of Dorothy & Darry.  
 

• Mike Eschelbach in celebration of my grandchildren.  
 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Thanks to our brass musicians for enhancing our worship this evening: 

Spencer Clark and Evan Kozak, trumpet 

Zora Alfredson, french horn 

Gracy Tomek, trombone 
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FAITH VOLUNTEERS 

4:00 PM       8:00 PM 
Reader: Harold Sollenberger   Reader: Jamie Royalty   
Lay Assistant:  Harold Sollenberger  Lay Assistant: Randy Royalty  
Ushers: Bill & Aspen Floyd              Ushers: Jon & Elaine Harrison 
Acolyte: Kara Floyd     Acolyte: Charlie Herek 
Greeter: Janet Boyer     Greeter: Chris & Jean Lewis 
Altar Care: Heidi Bowers    Altar Care: Heidi Bowers 
Nursery: Open, but not staffed    Nursery: Open, but not staffed   
 

 

 

 

We invite you to hold these people in your prayers each day this week. 
 
We pray for all longing for sustainable housing, secure employment, access to 
medical care, and overall health and wellness, especially Sue, Troy, Krista, Eric, 
Beth, Logan, Garrett, Melinda, Rick, Kathy, Denise, Jennifer, CaLisa, Kim, Grace, 
Marj, and Kate. 
 
We pray for all those in military service, especially those connected to our 
community: Alex, Braxton, Joey, Jon, Landon, Hannah, Joe, Reuben, Lane, and 
Aiden. 
 
We pray for the larger church, and our companion synods in Papua New Guinea 
and Honduras.  
 
*New additions to our prayers are listed in bold; names will remain on the 
printed list for six weeks. Please contact the church office or Pastor Megan to 
add or reinstate names to the prayer list. 

 

 

Prayer Partners Letter 

We are participating in this activity and would love you to add your signature. The letter 

is located on the table under the bulletin board entitled “Prayer Partners.” 


