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WELCOME STATEMENT 

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as God’s beloved child, “for in Christ 
Jesus… [we] are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26). No matter 
your age, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, 
marital status, neurodivergent status, faith background, political leanings, or 
mental, intellectual or physical ability – you are welcomed here just as you are. In 
this church, we commit to pursue gender and racial equity in all that we do, and 
to support one another as chosen family, being parents and siblings for each 
other regardless of who we have as biological family (Mark 3:31-35). For we are 
all one in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and 
grace to be our help and guide as we strive to serve our world. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
For safety reasons, please do not allow your children to wander unsupervised past the coat 
racks or downstairs during the church service. Our nursery is open but not staffed. You are 

welcome to use it, but please do not leave your children unattended. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 “Fantasy on Kingsfold”                                                             arr. H. Dean Wagner 
      Faith Bells 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose home is heaven and earth, 
whose salvation is sure. 

All:   Amen. 
 
  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Pastor:  Long expected God, 

All:   we confess that we look to ourselves 

for the peace and security only you can provide. 
We reach for swords and spears, 
reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 
We become impatient while waiting 
and weary of keeping awake. 
Free us from self-reliance, 
and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. 
Increase our trust in God’s timing, 
and awaken us to your advent among us, 
that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 

All:             Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

Pastor:  God judges us not as we deserve, 

but according to God’s own righteousness. 

☩ You are freed and forgiven, 

saved by grace, 

and ready to welcome the Savior. 

All:   Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness (ELW 251)  

 

 

 
GREETING  
 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All:    And also with you. 
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KYRIE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Asst:  Let us pray. Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and 

strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we 

may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

All:  Amen.  

 

The assembly may be seated.  
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LIGHTING ADVENT WREATH - THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT: Love 

Pastor:  In a world where so many experience hatred, 
God lights a candle of peace in our hearts. 
We wait together for a Savior, 
who will be Immanuel, Christ the Lord. 
Hear the word of the Lord: 
 

Asst:   "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
So that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal 
life." John 3:16 
 

The wreath is lit during the song. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: He Came Down (ELW 253 vs. 1,2,3) 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to 
Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will 

be restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save. 
 1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly 
  and rejoice with joy and shouting. 
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 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
  the majesty of our God.]] 
 3 Strengthen the weak hands 
  and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 
 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7 the burning sand shall become a pool 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 8 A highway shall be there, 
  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, 
  but it shall be for God’s people; 
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 9 No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, 
  but the redeemed shall walk there. 
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10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 
  and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
    
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: 146:5-10 

 5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
  who keeps promises forever; 
 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
  The LORD sets the captive free. 
 8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are  

bowed down; 
  the LORD loves the righteous.  
 9 The LORD cares for the stranger; 
  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way  

of the wicked. 
 10 The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all  

generations. Hallelujah!  
 

SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 
In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather 
than discontent. 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The 
farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it 
receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble 
against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at 
the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
The assembly may be seated.  

 

CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

Rather than read the Gospel text today, we are going to tell the story. It’s a great 

story, and we all know it, so we are all going to participate! 

 

• Away in a Manger (ELW 277 vs. 1)  

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

• Angels we have heard on High (ELW 289 vs. 1) 

Angels we have heard on high, 

 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

 and the mountains in reply, 

 echoing their joyous strains. 
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• Joy to the World (ELW 267 vs. 1)  

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

  Let earth receive her king; 

  let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

  and heav'n and nature sing, 

  and heav'n and nature sing, 

  and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

• The First Noel (ELW 300 vs. 3)  
 

And by the light of that same star 

 three wise men came from country far; 

 to seek for a king was their intent, 

 and to follow the star wherever it went. 

 

• Go Tell it on the Mountain (ELW 290)  
 

Refrain 

 Go tell it on the mountain, 

 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

 go tell it on the mountain 

 that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

1 . While shepherds kept their watching 

 o'er silent flocks by night, 

 behold, throughout the heavens 

 there shone a holy light.  Refrain  
 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled 

 when, lo, above the earth 

 rang out the angel chorus 

 that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 
 

3. Down in a lonely manger 

 the humble Christ was born; 

 and God sent us salvation 

 that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 
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Please stand as you are able.  

HYMN OF THE DAY: Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715)  

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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APOSTLES CREED   

Pastor: Joining the saints from every time and place, let us confess our 
faith. 

 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose               

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,                       

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the     

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Dona nobis pacem (ELW 753) 
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Asst: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, 
trusting your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the 
whole creation. A brief silence. 

 

...God of grace,   
All:   Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor:  Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
All:  Amen.  
 
 
Repeat “Dona nobis pacem” 
 

PEACE  
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
All:   And also with you. 
 
 
 
The assembly may be seated. 

 
 
OFFERING  
“Where is the Savior?”               John Purifoy 
      Chancel Choir 
 
 

LITURGICAL HAND WASHING 
Pastor and assisting ministers sanitize and wash their hands. 

“I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar, O Lord, singing 
aloud a song of thanksgiving, and telling all your wondrous deeds.” – Psalm 
26:6 
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Please stand as you are able.

 

OFFERING RESPONSE: As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465) 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Asst:   Nourishing God, 

you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, 
that we may rejoice and be for the world 
signs of your kingdom come. 

All:   Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   
All:   And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.   
All:   We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
 

 
PREFACE  
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

Pastor:  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kin[g]dom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin[g]dom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Pastor:  Here is life! God is with us! 

Come, receive what God has promised. 
 

 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 

All are invited to come to the table to receive what the Lord offers. If, 

however, you would prefer not to receive communion, you may come to 

the table for a blessing. 

Gluten free wafers are available upon request when you come to receive 

communion at the altar rail. 

Our trays have wine (darker liquid) in the outer part of the tray, and 
grape juice (lighter liquid) in the center. Please choose whichever you 
prefer. 
 
If it would be easier for you to have communion brought to you, please let 
an usher know and we will be happy to serve you at your seat.  
 
If you have any further questions, please ask an usher. 
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LAMB OF GOD  

 
COMMUNION SONG 
“No Wind at the Window”                               ACS 906 
     soloist, Aspen Floyd 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
Pastor:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
All:   Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Asst:   God our host, 

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. 
Send us forth, eager to share the feast, 
welcome the stranger, 
and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 

All:   Amen. 
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BLESSING 

Pastor:  May God who comes among us, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 
and good news to share today and always. 

All:   Amen.  
 
 
SENDING SONG: People, Look East (ELW 248)  
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DISMISSAL 
Asst:   Go in peace, keep awake! 
All:   Thanks be to God! 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Variations on People Look East”             arr. Mark Himmelman  
 
 

 
 

 Sunday, December 14 
Worship Service@10am: Third Sunday of Advent 

 
Monday, December 15 

Scouts @5:30pm in Sunday School/Room   
 

Tuesday, December 16 
Bible Study @12pm – Hybrid 

 
Wednesday, December 17 

Quilters@9:30am 
FLC Staff Meeting @10:15am 

Lunch Bunch@11:45 in Fellowship Hall 
Girl Scouts @5:30pm in Sunday School/Youth Room 

 
Faith Formation in Fellowship Hall 

Dinner-5:45pm-6:15pm 
Class- 6:15pm-7:15pm 

 
Faith Bell Choir @6:30pm 
Chancel Choir@7:30pm 

 
Sunday, December 21 

Worship Service@10am: Fourth Sunday of Advent  
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FAITH VOLUNTEERS 
December 14                                                                 December 21 

Greeter(s): Rich Weingartner                                      Greeter(s): John & Phyllis Schleicher 
Usher(s): John McCracken/John Backman                Usher(s): Brenda Kopf/John Backman 
Coffee Hour: Addie Thompson                                    Coffee Hour: Jack & Natalie Dingledine 
Counters: Jamie Royalty/Ramona Backman             Counters: Kathy Mace/Kay Hillberg 
Noisy Offering: Matt Schnizlein                                   Noisy Offering: N/A  
Acolyte: Acolyte:  
Reader: Warren Heilman       Reader: Heidi Nussdorfer  
Lay Assistant: Ryan Thompson Lay Assistant: Harold Sollenberger 
Altar Care: Cecelia Kramer    Altar Care: Heidi Bowers 

                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
We invite you to hold these people in your prayers each day this week. 
 
We pray for all longing for sustainable housing, secure employment, access to medical 
care, and overall health and wellness, especially Eric, Beth, Logan, Garrett, Melind, 
Rick, Kathy, Denise, Jennifer, CaLisa, Kim, Grace, Marj, Kate, and Marla. 
 
We pray for all those in military service, especially those connected to our community: 
Alex, Braxton, Joey, Jon, Landon, Hannah, Joe, Reuben, Lane, and Aiden. 
 
We pray for the larger church, especially our synod prayer partner, Christ Lutheran in 
Michigan Center, their pastor, Rev. Robert Martin and our companion synods in Papua 
New Guinea and Honduras.  
 
*New additions to our prayers are listed in bold; names will remain on the printed 
list for six weeks. Please contact the church office or Pastor Megan to add or 
reinstate names to the prayer list. 
 

Prayer Partners Letter 
 

We are participating in this activity and would love you to add your signature. The letter is 
located on the table under the bulletin board entitled “Prayer Partners.” 


