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WELCOME STATEMENT

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as God’s beloved child, “for in Christ
Jesus... [we] are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26). No matter
your age, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity,
marital status, neurodivergent status, faith background, political leanings, or
mental, intellectual or physical ability — you are welcomed here just as you are. In
this church, we commit to pursue gender and racial equity in all that we do, and
to support one another as chosen family, being parents and siblings for each
other regardless of who we have as biological family (Mark 3:31-35). For we are
all one in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and
grace to be our help and guide as we strive to serve our world.

For safety reasons, please do not allow your children to wander unsupervised past the coat
racks or downstairs during the church service. Our nursery is open but not staffed. You are
welcome to use it, but please do not leave your children unattended.

PRELUDE
“Prepare the Royal Highway” arr. Paul Manz

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God,

whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure.
All: Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: Long expected God,

All: we confess that we look to ourselves
for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,
reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting
and weary of keeping awake.
Free us from self-reliance,
and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,
and awaken us to your advent among us,
that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
All: Amen.

Pastor: God judges us not as we deserve,
but according to God’s own righteousness.
*F You are freed and forgiven,
saved by grace,
and ready to welcome the Savior.
All: Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: Let Streams of Living Justice (ELW 710)
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on  the earth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peace that will not end,
3 Your ci - ty’sbuilt to mu - sic; we are the stones you seek;
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give free-dom’s light to cap - tives, let all the poor have worth.
for love that makes us lov - ers, God grantus grace to mend.
your har - mo - ny is lan - guage; we  are the words you speak.
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The hun - gry’s hands are plead -ing, the work - ers claim their rights,
Weave our var - ied gifts to- geth - er; knitour lives as they are spun;
Our faith we find in ser - vice, our hope in oth - ers’ dreams,
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the mourn-ers long for laugh - ter, the  blind-ed seek for sight.
on your loom of time en - roll us till our thread of life is run.
our love in hand of neigh - bor; our home-land bright-ly gleams.
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Make lib - er -ty a bea - con, strike down the 1 - ron pow’r;
O great weav - er of our fab - ric, bind church and world in one;
In - scribe our hearts with jus - tice; your way—the path un - tried;
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a - bol - ish an-cient ven-geance: pro - claim your peo-ple’s hour.
dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.
your  truth—the heart of strang-er;  your life—the Cru - ci - fied.

GREETING

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Asst: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your
only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance
and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All: Amen.

The assembly may be seated.



LIGHTING ADVENT WREATH - SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT: Peace

Pastor: In a world where so many experience violence,
God lights a candle of peace in our hearts.
We wait together for a Savior,
who will be Immanuel, Christ the Lord.
Hear the word of the Lord:

Asst: "By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace." Luke 1:78-79

The wreath is lit during the song.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: He Came Down (ELW 253 vs. 1,2)
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1 Hecame down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
2 Hecame down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
3 Hecame down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
4 He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;

hal-le - lu - jah for-ev-er - more.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the
stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity
and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.

L A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
7



the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LoRrb.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see
or decide by what his ears hear,
4but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor
and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
> Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb;
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
and a little child shall lead them.
’The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
?They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
100n that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 72:1-7, 18-19
1 Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;
2that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.



4 Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
>May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
®Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
7 In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
18 Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel;
you alone do wondrous deeds!
19 And blessed be your glorious name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled
in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just
as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family.

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have
hope. ° May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, ° so that together
you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
’Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the
glory of God. ¢ For | tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised
on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given
to the ancestors ° and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is
written,
“Therefore | will confess you among the gentiles
and sing praises to your name”;
Uand again he says,
“Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
‘*and again,
“Praise the Lord, all you gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;
2 and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the gentiles;
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in him the gentiles shall hope.”
3 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend
their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
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11n those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.””
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and
his food was locusts and wild honey. > Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the
region around the Jordan were going out to him, ®and they were baptized by him
in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.

/But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, ®and do not
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for | tell you,
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 1°Even now the
ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good
fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after
me is more powerful than |, and | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and
he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Megan Floyd

Please stand as you are able.
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HYMN OF THE DAY: There’s a Voice in the Wilderness (ELW 255)
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APOSTLES CREED

Pastor:  Joining the saints from every time and place, let us confess our

faith.

All: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Dona nobis pacem (ELW 753)
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Do - na no - bis pa-cem. Do-na no-bis pa - cem.
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Asst: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God,
trusting your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the
whole creation. A brief silence.

...God of grace,

All: Your mercy is great.

Pastor: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
All: Amen.

Repeat “Dona nobis pacem”

PEACE
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.

The assembly may be seated.

OFFERING
“Carols Around (And a Round)” Carl J. Nygard Jr.

LITURGICAL HAND WASHING
Pastor and assisting ministers sanitize and wash their hands.

“I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar, O Lord, singing
aloud a song of thanksgiving, and telling all your wondrous deeds.” — Psalm
26:6
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Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING RESPONSE: As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465)
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may we share the pres - ence  of your love.
all  cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

Asst:

All:

Nourishing God,

you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,

that we may rejoice and be for the world

signs of your kingdom come.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:

PREFACE
Pastor:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor:

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kin[gldom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin[g]dom,
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Pastor: Here is life! God is with us!
Come, receive what God has promised.

The assembly may be seated.

All are invited to come to the table to receive what the Lord offers. If,
however, you would prefer not to receive communion, you may come to
the table for a blessing.

Gluten free wafers are available upon request when you come to receive
communion at the altar rail.

Our trays have wine (darker liquid) in the outer part of the tray, and
grape juice (lighter liquid) in the center. Please choose whichever you
prefer.

If it would be easier for you to have communion brought to you, please let
an usher know and we will be happy to serve you at your seat.

If you have any further questions, please ask an usher.
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LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION SONG: Light Dawns on a Weary World (ELW 726)

0w . [y —
)" A ] I I I I
: ™ I ———= P — —
S ———9 v
1 Light dawns on a wea -ty world when eyes be - gin to
2 Love grows in a wea -1y world when hun - gry hearts find
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Please stand as you are able.

Pastor:

All:

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Asst:

All:

BLESSING
Pastor:

All:

God our host,

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast,

welcome the stranger,

and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

May God who comes among us,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG: Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264)
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Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!

His iIs no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’'n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
Refrain
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Ho -san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
DISMISSAL
Asst: Go in peace, keep awake!
All: Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
“Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” arr. Michael Burkhart
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CHURCH CALENDAR

Sunday, December 7

Worship Service@10am: Second Sunday of Advent

Monday, December 8

Scouts @5:30pm in Sunday School/Room
Council Meeting @7pm in Library

Tuesday, December 9

Bible Study @12pm — Hybrid

Wednesday, December 10

Quilters@9:30am
Girl Scouts @5:30pm in Sunday School/Youth Room
Faith Bell Choir @6:30pm
Chancel Choir@7:30pm

Friday, December 12

Boy Scout Overnight@4pm

Saturday, December 13

Williamston Theatre Event@1pm

Sunday, December 14

Worship Service@10am: Third Sunday of Advent

FAITH VOLUNTEERS
December 7

Greeter(s): John & Ramona Backman
Usher(s): Jon & Elaine Harrison

Coffee Hour:

Counters: Addie Thompson/Matt Schnizlein
Noisy Offering: N/A

Acolyte:

Reader: Elaine Harrison

Lay Assistant: Rich Weingartner

Altar Care: Diane Hill
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December 14

Greeter(s): Rich Weingartner

Usher(s): John McCracken/John Backman
Coffee Hour: Addie Thompson

Counters: Jamie Royalty/Ramona Backman
Noisy Offering: Matt Schnizlein

Acolyte:

Reader: Warren Heilman

Lay Assistant: Ryan Thompson

Altar Care: Cecelia Kramer



2\ PRAYER

- 2ff CHURCH PRAYER LIST

We invite you to hold these people in your prayers each day this week.

We pray for all longing for sustainable housing, secure employment, access to medical
care, and overall health and wellness, especially Denise, Jennifer, Calisa, Kim, Grace,
Marj, Kate, and Marla.

We pray for all those in military service, especially those connected to our community:
Alex, Braxton, Joey, Jon, Landon, Hannah, Joe, Reuben, Lane, and Aiden.

We pray for the larger church, especially our synod prayer partner, All Saints Lutheran
in Mason, their pastor, Rev. Gerald Ferguzon and our companion synods in Papua New
Guinea and Honduras.

*New additions to our prayers are listed in bold; names will remain on the printed
list for six weeks. Please contact the church office or Pastor Megan to add or
reinstate names to the prayer list.

Prayer Partners Letter

We are participating in this activity and would love you to add your signature. The letter is
located on the table under the bulletin board entitled “Prayer Partners.”
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