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WELCOME STATEMENT

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as God’s beloved child, “for in
Christ Jesus... [we] are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26). No
matter your age, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, race,
ethnicity, marital status, neurodivergent status, faith background, political
leanings, or mental, intellectual or physical ability — you are welcomed here
just as you are. In this church, we commit to pursue gender and racial equity
in all that we do, and to support one another as chosen family, being parents
and siblings for each other regardless of who we have as biological family
(Mark 3:31-35). For we are all one in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional
nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide as we strive to serve
our world.

For safety reasons, please do not allow your children to wander unsupervised past the coat
racks or downstairs during the church service. Our nursery is open but not staffed. You are
welcome to use it, but please do not leave your children unattended.

PRELUDE
“Soli Deo Gloria” arr. Mark Himmelman

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

All:

All:

Pastor:

All:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God,

who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been

saved. In the name of *t Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN - Oh, Praise the Gracious Power (ELW 651) (Vs 1,3,5,7)
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9 Refrain
G .
A\IV4 I
J T
We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!
6 Oh, praise the pow’r, the truth, 7 Oh, praise the living Christ
the love, the word, the tide. with faith’s bright songful voice!
Yet more than these, oh, praise their source, = Announce the gospel to the world
praise Christ the crucified:  Refrain and with these words rejoice:  Refrain
GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE — He Is Exalted (WP 55)
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name. He is ex-alt-ed, the Kingis ex-alt-ed on high.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Asst: Let us pray. Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church.

Fill it with all truth and peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where
itis in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it;
where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it;
where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

All: Amen.



The assembly may be seated.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the
people to live upright lives. To know the LorRD means that one will defend the cause of the
poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LorD will
forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 3?1t will not be like the
covenant that | made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though | was
their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that | will make with
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: | will put my law within
them, and | will write it on their hearts, and | will be their God, and they shall
be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other,
“Know the LoRrD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, says the LORD, for | will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin
no more.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 46

1 God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
’Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
> God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
®The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.



’The LorD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8 Come now, regard the works of the LoRbD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
dbehold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with
fire.
10 “Be still, then, and know that | am God;
| will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”
1The LoRrD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation
leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We
are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in
Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith
in Jesus Christ.

19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under
the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be
held accountable to God. 2° For no human will be justified before him by deeds
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been
disclosed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of
God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; ?*they
are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 2> whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood,
effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because
in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously
committed; 2°it was to demonstrate at the present time his own
righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the
faith of Jesus.



2’ Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of
law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. ? For we hold that a
person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S SERMON (Noisy offering for Youth Ministry)

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL John 8:31-36
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his
word. He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word,
you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will
make you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and
have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be
made free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is
a slave to sin. 3 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household;
the son has a place there forever. 3¢ So if the Son makes you free, you will be
free indeed.”

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Megan Floyd

Please stand as you are able.



HYMN OF THE DAY - Soli Deo Gloria (ELW 878)

Choir will sing verse 1, then all sing remaining verses.
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APOSTLES CREED

Pastor:

All:

Joining the saints from every time and place, let us confess
our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

11



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Cares Chorus (W&P 27)
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what to do, I will cast all my cares up-on  you.
Asst: Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all creation. A brief silence.
...God of grace,
All: Receive our prayer.
Pastor: We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting
grace and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

Repeat “Cares Chorus”

PEACE
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.
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The assembly may be seated.

OFFERING
“Peace is our Prayer” Larry Shackley
Chancel Choir

LITURGICAL HAND WASHING
Pastor and assisting ministers sanitize and wash their hands.

“I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar, O Lord, singing
aloud a song of thanksgiving, and telling all your wondrous deeds.” —
Psalm 26:6

Please stand as you are able.
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OFFERING RESPONSE — We are an Offering (ELW 692)
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OFFERING PRAYER

Asst:

All:

Lord of the harvest,

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.

Multiply what we have gathered

to bless all who are suffering and in need,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:

PREFACE
Pastor:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way
of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW 191)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus

All:

taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kin[gJdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin[g]dom,
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Pastor: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.

Come to this meal of mercy!

The assembly may be seated.

All are invited to come to the table to receive what the Lord offers. If,
however, you would prefer not to receive communion, you may come to
the table for a blessing.

Gluten free wafers are available upon request when you come to receive
communion at the altar rail.

Our trays have wine (darker liquid) in the outer part of the tray, and
grape juice (lighter liquid) in the center. Please choose whichever you
prefer.

If it would be easier for you to have communion brought to you, please let
an usher know and we will be happy to serve you at your seat.

If you have any further questions, please ask an usher.
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LAMB OF GOD (WOV 621)
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COMMUNION SONG - Come Now, Oh Prince of Peace (ELW 247)
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1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make wus  one bod - .
2 Come now, O God of love, make us one bod - .
3 Come now and set us free, O God, our Sav - 1or.
4 Come, Hope of u - ni - ty, make us  one bod - .
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Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  all na - tions.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  all na - tions.

Please stand as you are able.

Pastor: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
All: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Asst: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us
and appointed us to be your servants.
Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

All: Amen.
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BLESSING
Pastor:

All:

May the God of righteousness,
who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,

who sets the prisoners free,

-+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG - Rise, Shine, You People!
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 Bée how he sends the pow’rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e - brate; your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent the Son to save us.
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our hu-man sto -ry; God in him 1is cen - tered.
he brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing.
your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing.
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us.

He comes to
All men and
To all the
Tell how the

n 1
|

) A N |
e | » =
] ] I I [ Q)
J T T I
us, by death and sin sur-round - ed, with grace un - bound-ed.
wom - en, who by guilt are driv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go out and tell the sto - ry of Je -sus’ glo - ry.
Spir - it calls from ev-'ry na - tion God’s new cre - a - tion.
DISMISSAL
Asst: Go in peace. Do not lose heart!
All: Thanks be to God!

The assembly may be seated for the quarterly meeting.
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CHURCH CALENDAR

Sunday, October 26
Reformation Sunday
Worship Service@10:00am: Reformation Sunday
Quarterly Meeting after Worship

Monday, October 27
Scouts @5:30pm in Sunday School/Youth Room

Tuesday, October 28
Bible Study @12pm in Library and Zoom

Wednesday, October 29
Quilters @9:30am
Girl Scouts @5:30pm
Faith Bells@ 6:30pm

Chancel Choir @7:30pm

Thursday, October 30
A time of prayer @11:45am in the Sanctuary (or wherever you are)

Sunday, November 2
Worship Service@10:00am: 21% Sunday after Pentecost
Pantry Meeting in Library following service
HS Youth Group at ULC @5:30pm
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FAITH VOLUNTEERS

October 26 November 2

Greeter(s): Rich Weingartner Greeter(s): Ken & Ellen Milne

Usher(s): Elaine & Jon Harrison Usher(s): Mike Eschelbach, Brenda Kopf
Coffee Hour: Erica and Andy Boyan Coffee Hour: Addie Thompson

Counters: Kathy Mace/Kay Hillberg Counters: Jamie Royalty, Ramona Backman
Noisy Offering: Matt Schnizlein Noisy Offering:

Acolyte: Acolyte:

Reader: Megan Nyquist Reader: Bob Nelson

Lay Assistant: Harold Sollenberger Lay Assistant: Ryan Thompson

Altar Care: Brenda Kopf Altar Care: Rich Weingartner

) PRAYER

- 2ff CHURCH PRAYER LIST

We invite you to hold these people in your prayers each day this week.

We pray for all longing for sustainable housing, secure employment, access to medical
care, and overall health and wellness, especially Kim, Kathy, Stella, Kari Lyn, Danielle,
Grace, Julie, Marj, Kate, and Marla.

We pray for all those in military service, especially those connected to our
community: Alex, Braxton, Joey, Jon, Landon, Hannah, Joe, Reuben, Lane, and Aiden.

We pray for the larger church, especially our synod prayer partner, Bethlehem
Lutheran in Lansing, their pastor, Rev. Matt Smith and Rev. John Burow, and our
companion synods in Papua New Guinea and Honduras.

*New additions to our prayers are listed in bold; names will remain on the printed
list for six weeks. Please contact the church office or Pastor Megan to add or

reinstate names to the prayer list.

Prayer Partners Letter

We are participating in this activity and would love you to add your signature. The letter is
located on the table under the bulletin board entitled “Prayer Partners.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

We are collaborating with University Lutheran to form a community High School Youth Group
that will meet in the evenings on the first Sunday of the month at ULC, and on the third
Sunday of the month at Faith. We’ll share a meal and build community through various
activities. Our next meeting is Sunday, November 2 @5pm @ ULC.

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE DRIVE

Your Faith-ful Finance Committee wants to put forward the best 2026 Budget Proposal
possible! To do that, we would greatly appreciate knowing your plans for sharing in the
ministry here at Faith. Please return your pledge card to the offering plate or complete the
online pledge form by clicking this link: Online Pledge. Pledges are due by our quarterly
meeting on Sunday, October 26th!

REFORMATION SUNDAY - October 26th
WEe’'ll celebrate the ongoing reformation of the Church by handing out Bibles to our youth. Join
us to joyfully receive God’s word.

QUARTERLY MEETING — October 26th, after worship

We walk this Faith journey together... and our quarterly meetings are the perfect opportunity
for your congregational leadership to share with you what’s new. Please plan to stay after
worship and participate in this important time together.

FAITH FORMATION: Pre-K through Middle School (Confirmation):

We will meet on the third Wednesday evening each month for a community meal, followed by
a VBS-style rotation for our younger students and confirmation programming for our middle
schoolers. Our next Faith Formation night is Wednesday, November 19 @5:45pm.

PIE FEST
The Membership Development Committee is hosting a Pie Fest in the Fellowship Hall for
Coffee Hour on Sunday, November 23™. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex!
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