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WELCOME STATEMENT

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as God’s beloved child, “for in
Christ Jesus... [we] are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26). No
matter your age, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, race,
ethnicity, marital status, neurodivergent status, faith background, political
leanings, or mental, intellectual or physical ability — you are welcomed here
just as you are. In this church, we commit to pursue gender and racial equity
in all that we do, and to support one another as chosen family, being parents
and siblings for each other regardless of who we have as biological family
(Mark 3:31-35). For we are all one in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional
nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide as we strive to serve
our world.

For safety reasons, please do not allow your children to wander unsupervised past the coat
racks or downstairs during the church service. Our nursery is open but not staffed. You are
welcome to use it, but please do not leave your children unattended.

PRELUDE
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” arr. Frederick Swann

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

All:

All:

Pastor:

All:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God,

who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been

saved. In the name of *t Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN — Great is Thy Faithfulness (ELW 733)

£#u. 1 I I
Y 4

ho |

| | |
O f
1 Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O  God my Fa-ther; there is no

2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har-vest, sun, moon, and
3 Par-don for sin and a peace that en - dur-eth, thine own dear

De 1 |

Gra—d, e ==

)
shad-ow of turn-ing with  thee; thou chang-est not, thy com -
stars in their cours-es a - bove join  with all na - ture in
pres-ence to  cheer and to guide; strength for  to - day and bright
9 # m i | Pf‘ - ) | |
g —— ! = —
pas-sions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou for - ev - er wilt be.
man -1 - fold wit-ness  to thy great faith - ful - ness, mer-cy, and love.
hope for to - mor-row, bless-ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!
Refrain
1l I i
|
J . i d . i d r
Greatis thy faith-ful-ness! Great is thy  faith-ful-ness! Morn-ing by
n H I }
e — :
@ il )
)
morn-ing new mer-cies | see; all I have need - ed thy
=t [ —
hand hath pro - vid - ed; great is thy faith-ful-ness, Lord, un- to me.
GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE — He Is Exalted (WP 55)
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name. He is ex-alt-ed, the Kingis ex-alt-ed on high.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Asst: Let us pray. O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this

troubled world. Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure
that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

All: Amen.

The assembly may be seated.



FIRST READING Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4

Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to
lament: How can a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly remain
indifferent? God answers by proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith.

! The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw.
20 LorDp, how long shall | cry for help,
and you will not listen?
Or cry to you “Violence!”
and you will not save?
3Why do you make me see wrongdoing
and look at trouble?
Destruction and violence are before me;
strife and contention arise.
4So the law becomes slack,
and justice never prevails.
The wicked surround the righteous;
therefore judgment comes forth perverted.
21 will stand at my watchpost
and station myself on the rampart;
| will keep watch to see what he will say to me
and what he will answer concerning my complaint.
2Then the LORD answered me and said:
Write the vision;
make it plain on tablets,
so that a runner may read it.
3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time;
it speaks of the end and does not lie.
If it seems to tarry, wait for it;
it will surely come; it will not delay.
4Look at the proud!
Their spirit is not right in them,
but the righteous live by their faithfulness.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 37:1-9

Reader: Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
All: For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.
Reader: Put your trust in the LORD and do good;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
All: Take delight in the LORD,
who shall give you your heart’s desire.
Reader: Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD,
and see what God will do.
All: The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.
Reader: Be still before the LORD and wait patiently.

Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who
succeeds in evil schemes.

All: Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.
Reader: For evildoers shall be cut off,

but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land.

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 1:1-14

This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of
hardship and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is
encouraged to exercise that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit.

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise
of life that is in Christ Jesus,

2To Timothy, my beloved child:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

3| am grateful to God—whom | worship with a clear conscience, as my
ancestors did—when | remember you constantly in my prayers night and
day. 4 Recalling your tears, | long to see you so that | may be filled with joy.



>| am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, | am sure, lives in
you. ® For this reason | remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you
through the laying on of my hands, ” for God did not give us a spirit of
cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.

8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of
God, °who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our
works but according to his own purpose and grace, and this grace was given to
us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 1°but it has now been revealed
through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished death and
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. ! For this gospel |
was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, > and for this reason |
suffer as | do. But | am not ashamed, for | know the one in whom | have put
my trust, and | am sure that he is able to guard until that day the deposit |
have entrusted to him.
13 Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. ** Guard the good deposit entrusted to
you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S SERMON AND COMMISIONING OF QUILTS

Please stand as you are able.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Luke 17:1-10

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the
duties of discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose actions
are responses to their identity rather than works seeking reward.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

! Jesus said to his disciples, “Occasions for sin are bound to come, but woe to
anyone through whom they come! 2 It would be better for you if a millstone
were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea than for you
to cause one of these little ones to sin. 3Be on your guard! If a brother or
sister sins, you must rebuke the offender, and if there is repentance, you must
forgive. 4 And if the same person sins against you seven times a day and turns
back to you seven times and says, ‘I repent,” you must forgive.”

>The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” ® The Lord replied, “If
you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree,
‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it would obey you.

7“\Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from
plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place
at the table’? 8 Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put
on your apron and serve me while | eat and drink; later you may eat and
drink’? ° Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 1°So you
also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are
worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’ ”

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.



The assembly may be seated.

SERMON Rev. Megan Floyd

Please stand as you are able.
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HYMN OF THE DAY — What is the World Like (ACS 1047, Choir sings verse 1)
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APOSTLES CREED

Pastor:

All:

Joining the saints from every time and place, let us confess
our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Cares Chorus (W&P 27)
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Asst: Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all creation. A brief silence.

...God of grace,

Receive our prayer.

Pastor:  We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting
grace and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All:

All: Amen.

Repeat “Cares Chorus”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

Pastor:
All: And also with you.
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The assembly may be seated.

OFFERING
“Jubilate Deo (Psalm 100)” Dale Wood
Chancel Choir

LITURGICAL HAND WASHING
Pastor and assisting ministers sanitize and wash their hands.

“I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar, O Lord, singing
aloud a song of thanksgiving, and telling all your wondrous deeds.” —
Psalm 26:6
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OFFERING RESPONSE — We are an Offering (ELW 692)
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Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Asst: Lord of the harvest,
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.
Multiply what we have gathered
to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:

PREFACE
Pastor:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way
of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW 191)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kin[gJdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin[g]dom,
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Pastor: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready!

All are invited to come to the table to receive what the Lord offers. If, however,
you would prefer not to receive communion, you may come to the table for a
blessing.

Gluten free wafers are available upon request when you come to receive
communion at the altar rail.

Our trays have wine (darker liquid) in the outer part of the tray, and grape juice
(lighter liquid) in the center. Please choose whichever you prefer.

If it would be easier for you to have communion brought to you, please let an
usher know and we will be happy to serve you at your seat.

If you have any further questions, please ask an usher.

The assembly may be seated.
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LAMB OF GOD (WOV 621)
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COMMUNION SONG — We Walk by Faith (ELW 635)
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we re - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near and seek where you are found:
and the word, be - neath the bread and wine.
as you are, with full and end - less sight.
Please stand as you are able.
Pastor: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
All: Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Asst: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us

and appointed us to be your servants.

Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.
All: Amen.
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BLESSING

Pastor: May the God of righteousness,
who gives justice to the oppressed,

who gives food to the hungry,

who sets the prisoners free,

*+ bless you now and forever.

All: Ame

n.

SENDING SONG - Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing (ELW 545)
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Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  yourtruth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in end-less day.
DISMISSAL
Asst: Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
All: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“He Is Exalted”
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CHURCH CALENDAR

Sunday, October 5
Worship Service @10:00am: 17" Sunday after Pentecost
Flu/COVID Clinic in Library/Back Hallway after service
Hawk Hollow Putt Putt @1:30pm
HS Youth Group @5pm at University Lutheran in East Lansing

Monday, October 6
Dine at Culvers Fundraiser @5pm
Scouts @5:30pm in Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, October 7
Faith Finance Committee Zoom Meeting @10am
Bible Study @12pm in Library
Girl Scouts @5:30pm

Wednesday, October 8
Quilters @9:30am
Faith Bells@ 6:30pm
Chancel Choir and Singing Sinners @7:30pm

Thursday, October 9
A time of prayer @11:45am in the Sanctuary (or wherever you are)

Sunday, October 12
Worship Service @10:00am: 18 Sunday after Pentecost
A Vigil for our Country @6:30pm in the Sanctuary
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FAITH VOLUNTEERS

October 5 October 12

Greeter(s): John & Ramona Backman Greeter(s): Rich Weingartner

Usher(s): Brenda Kopf/John Backman Usher(s): Mike Eschelbach/Randy Royalty
Coffee Hour: Schultz Family Coffee Hour:

Counters: John McCracken Counters: Jamie Royalty/Ramona Backman
Noisy Offering: Noisy Offering: Matt Schnizlein

Acolyte: Acolyte:

Reader: Jon Harrison Reader: Warren Heilman

Lay Assistant: Rich Weingartner Lay Assistant: Brenda Kopf

Altar Care: Diane Hill Altar Care: Heidi Bowers

~3)PRAYER

—"of CHURCH PRAYER LIST

We invite you to hold these people in your prayers each day this week.

We pray for all longing for sustainable housing, secure employment, access to medical
care, and overall health and wellness, especially Danielle, Grace, Julie, Maxwell,
Sarah, Dan, Ellie, Marj, Denise, Kate, and Marla.

We pray for all those in military service, especially those connected to our
community: Alex, Braxton, Joey, Jon, Landon, Hannah, Joe, Reuben, Lane, and Aiden.

We pray for the larger church, especially our synod prayer partner, Mamrelund
Lutheran in Kent City, their pastor, Rev. Rob Johnson and our companion synods in
Papua New Guinea and Honduras.

*New additions to our prayers are listed in bold; names will remain on the printed
list for six weeks. Please contact the church office or Pastor Megan to add or

reinstate names to the prayer list.

Prayer Partners Letter

We are participating in this activity and would love you to add your signature. The letter is
located on the table under the bulletin board entitled “Prayer Partners.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

SILENT AUCTION FOR TWO BEAUTIFUL QUILTS!

To raise money to continue their work, the quilting team here at Faith has completed two
beautiful quilts for silent auction. The first quilt is currently on display in the narthex. Bidding
on this one ends at noon on Sunday, October 19. The second quilt is YOUR CHOICE of the
quilts displayed today on the pews. Act now for this one, as bidding will end TODAY at NOON.
Bidding sheets are on a table in the narthex.

HAWK HOLLOW PUTT-PUTT GOLF OUTING
Sunday, October 5th. We will be heading to Hawk Hollow to play 18 holes on their
mini hawk putt-putt course. The event will start at 1:30pm!

FLU/COVID CLINIC
1t Annual Flu clinic will be held Sunday, October 5% in the Library and Back Hallway following
service. Please mark your calendars and see flyer for more information.

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

We are collaborating with University Lutheran to form a community High School Youth Group
that will meet in the evenings on the first Sunday of the month at ULC, and on the third
Sunday of the month at Faith. We’ll share a meal and build community through various
activities. Our next meeting is Sunday, October 5th @5pm at ULC.

MICRO-PANTRY FUNDRAISER

Enjoy a delicious meal, benefit a great cause and feel good all over.

Monday, October 6th from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Culver’s of Okemos on Time Square Drive (near
Walmart) has offered to donate up to 20% of their sales to our Micro-Pantries. Dine in and be
served by members of the Pantry Committee, order from drive thru, or order on-line.

VIGIL FOR OUR COUNTRY
Join us on Sunday, October 12, at 6:30pm. We will host a vigil for our country. This will be an
evening of songs and prayers for justice and peace. Any questions ask Pastor Megan!

FAITH FORMATION: Pre-K through Middle School (Confirmation):

We will meet on the third Wednesday evening each month for a community meal, followed by
a VBS-style rotation for our younger students and confirmation programming for our middle
schoolers. *We will not have Sunday School classes on Sunday mornings before worship. Our
next Faith Formation night is Wednesday, October 15 @5:45pm.
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