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WELCOME STATEMENT 

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as God’s beloved child, “for in 
Christ Jesus… [we] are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26). No 
matter your age, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, race, 
ethnicity, marital status, neurodivergent status, faith background, political 
leanings, or mental, intellectual or physical ability – you are welcomed here 
just as you are. In this church, we commit to pursue gender and racial equity 
in all that we do, and to support one another as chosen family, being parents 
and siblings for each other regardless of who we have as biological family 
(Mark 3:31-35). For we are all one in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional 
nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide as we strive to serve 
our world. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
For safety reasons, please do not allow your children to wander unsupervised past the coat 
racks or downstairs during the church service. Our nursery is open but not staffed. You are 

welcome to use it, but please do not leave your children unattended. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 “In Thee Is Gladness”        arr. Dale Wood 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS  

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity,  

☩, one God, who forgives all our sin,  

  whose mercy endures forever. 

All:   Amen. 
Pastor:  Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Pastor:  Merciful God, 

All:   you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 

All:    Amen. 
 

Pastor:  You belong to Christ Jesus 

and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 

All:   Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN –  Open Your Ears, O Faithful People (ELW 519)  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING  
 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All:    And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE – Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723 v. 2) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Asst:  Let us pray. O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate 

oppression, and you call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us 

courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, 

and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer 

and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

All:   Amen. 
 

The assembly may be seated.  
 

FIRST READING Jeremiah 23:23-29 
Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers 
rejection. Today’s reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who 
speaks God’s word, and the false prophet who misleads the people through dreams. One 
is like wheat; the other like worthless straw. 
23 Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? 24 Who can hide in 
secret places so that I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and 
earth? says the LORD. 25 I have heard what the prophets have said who 
prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed! I have dreamed!”  
26 How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who 
prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 
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 27 They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell 
one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 28 Let the 
prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word 
speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says 
the LORD. 29 Is not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that 
breaks a rock in pieces? 

 

Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

  PSALM Psalm 82 

 1 God stands to charge the divine council assembled, 
  giving judgment in the midst of the gods: 
 2 “How long will you judge unjustly, 
  and show favor to the wicked? 
 3 Save the weak and the orphan; 
  defend the humble and needy; 
 4 rescue the weak and the poor; 
  deliver them from the power of the wicked.  
 5 They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in  

darkness; 
  all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 
 6 Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, 
  and all of you children of the Most High; 
 7 nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, 
  and fall like any prince.’ ” 
 8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, 
  for you shall take all nations for your own.  
 

 

SECOND READING Hebrews 11:29—12:2 
The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical 
heroes, we find examples of trust in God that enabled them to face the trials of life 
faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of 
faithful endurance. 
29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but 
when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 
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 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven 
days. 31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were 
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 
  32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, 
shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of 
the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put 
foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received their dead by resurrection. Others 
were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better 
resurrection. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and 
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned to death; they were sawn in two; they 
were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, 
destitute, persecuted, tormented 38 of whom the world was not worthy. They 
wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and holes in the ground. 
  39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not 
receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided something better so 
that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 
 
  12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run 
with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the pioneer 
and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 

 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     

 
GOSPEL  Luke 12:49-56 
Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience 
to God’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and 
rejection, even from those they love. 

 

 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  
All:    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 49 “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were 
already ablaze! 50 I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what 
constraint I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you think that I have come to 
bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52 From now on 
five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against 
three; 53 they will be divided: 
 father against son 
  and son against father, 
 mother against daughter 
  and daughter against mother, 
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
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  54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,’ and so it happens. 55 And when you see 
the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it 
happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of 
earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?” 
 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly may be seated.  

 

SERMON                                                                                                         Pastor Megan Floyd 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – Come Now, O Lord  (ACS 902)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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APOSTLES CREED   
 
Pastor: Joining the saints from every time and place, let us confess 

our faith. 
 

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Christ Our Peace (ACS 1037) 
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Asst:  Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of 
God, for God is near. A brief silence. 

 

...God of grace ,   
All:   Receive our prayer. 
 

 
Pastor:  Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust 

our prayers to the one who always receives them; 
through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. 

All:  Amen. 
 
 
Repeat Christ Our Peace 

 
PEACE  
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
All:   And also with you. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 

 
OFFERING  
"Shout to the Lord"                Darlene Zschech 
         Zachary Hereza, soloist 
 
 

LITURGICAL HAND WASHING 
Pastor and assisting ministers sanitize and wash their hands. 

“I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar, O Lord, 
singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, and telling all your wondrous 
deeds.” – Psalm 26:6-7 
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OFFERING RESPONSE – Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven (ELW 864 vs. 2) 

 

Please stand as you are able.  

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Asst:   Creator God, 

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 
and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

All:   Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   
All:   And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.   
All:   We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
 

 
PREFACE  
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

    
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sing in Spanish, then English) (ELW 473) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

Pastor:  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as 
Jesus taught us. 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kin[g]dom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kin[g]dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Pastor:   The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice! 
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All are invited to come to the table to receive what the Lord offers. If, 

however, you would prefer not to receive communion, you may come to the 

table for a blessing. 

Gluten free wafers are available upon request when you come to receive 

communion at the altar rail. 

Our trays have wine (darker liquid) in the outer part of the tray, and grape 
juice (lighter liquid) in the center. Please choose whichever you prefer. 
 
If it would be easier for you to have communion brought to you, please let an 
usher know and we will be happy to serve you at your seat.  
 
If you have any further questions, please ask an usher. 

 
 
 
The assembly may be seated. 

 
 
LAMB OF GOD  
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COMMUNION SONG – Welcome Table (ACS 969)  

 

 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
Pastor:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
All:   Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Asst:   Mothering God, 

you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name 

All:   Amen. 
 

 
 
BLESSING 

Pastor:  The love of God abound in you; 

the grace of our Savior, Jesus Christ, fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 
All:   Amen. 
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SENDING SONG – I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (ELW 815)    

 

 
 
ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-70 
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DISMISSAL 

Asst:   Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Canzona in F major”        Domenico Zipoli 
 
 
 
 
FLC WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday, August 17 
• Worship Service @ 10:00 am: 10th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Tuesday, August 19 

• Bible Study @12pm in Library – Hybrid 
 

Wednesday, August 20 
• Quilters @9:30am 
• FLC Staff Meeting @10:15am 
• Lunch Bunch @11:45am 

 
Thursday, August 14 

• A time of prayer @11:45am in the Sanctuary (or wherever you are)  
 
Sunday, August 24 

• Worship Service @10:00am: 11th Sunday after Pentecost   
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FAITH VOLUNTEERS 
August 17                                                                        August 24 

Greeter(s): Rich Weingartner                                       Greeter(s): Ken & Ellen Milne 
Usher(s): John McCracken/Ken Milne Usher(s): Doug & Linda Hirt 
Coffee Hour: Tammy and Deb  Coffee Hour: Addie Thompson 
Counters: Jamie Royalty/Ramona Backman Counters:  
Noisy Offering: Noisy Offering: Matt Schnizlein 
Acolyte: Acolyte: Reagan Sanford 
Reader: Bob Nelson        Reader: Kara Floyd 
Lay Assistant: Mike Eschelbach Lay Assistant: Mike Eschelbach 
Altar Care: Jamie Royalty  Altar Care: Brenda Kopf 

                                                                  
 
FLC Prayer List 
We invite you to hold these people in your prayers each day this week. 
 
We pray for all longing for sustainable housing, secure employment, access to medical 
care, and overall health and wellness, especially Denise, Kate, Marla, and Chuck.  
 
We pray for all those in military service, especially those connected to our community: 
Joey, Jon, Landon, Hannah, Joe, Reuben, Lane, and Aiden. 
 
We pray for the larger church, especially our synod prayer partner, Good Sheperd 
Lutheran Church in Holland and their pastor Rev. Jessica Rivera-Walker, and our 
companion synods in Papua New Guinea and Honduras.  
 
*New additions to our prayers are listed in bold; names will remain on the printed 
list for six weeks. Please contact the church office or Pastor Megan to add or 
reinstate names to the prayer list. 

______________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Partners Letter 

 
We are participating in this activity and would love you to add your signature. The 
letter is located on the table under the bulletin board entitled “Prayer Partners.” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 
THANK YOU 
Thank you from the family of Lowell Barricklow for his beautiful funeral service.  
Our hearts are filled with gratitude for all the outpouring of comfort and kindness 
at this sad time. We are especially thankful to all who contributed to Lowell's 
beautiful service. It took many hands. We are honored and grateful.  
Thank you to our Faith Family for giving us some joy at this time. We are blessed.  
Sincerely, Gail Barricklow and family  
 
MICROPANTRY FUNDRAISER UPDATE 
The fundraiser event we had on August 6 for the micro pantries was a 
success.  People had a great time playing games, making crafts, decorating cookies, 
kicking off our Pampered Chef Fundraiser, and of course eating lots of great 
food!  The Pampered Chef fundraiser continues through the end of the 
month.  Pampered Chef will donate 30% of all orders placed 
at https://www.pamperedchef.com/go/richmicropantry0825 through the end of 
the month.  Let Rich Weingartner know if you have any questions. 
 
PRAY WITHOUT CEASING 
Inspired by the Pray Without Ceasing movement in the ELCA, beginning in 
August on Thursdays at 11:45am we will be Praying Together, either in 
the Sanctuary or wherever you are. Please feel free to join us in person if 
you are able!   
 
LUNCH BUNCH 
Join us on Wednesday, August 20th from 11:45 to 1:00pm.  
Everyone is invited to join us for fellowship and lunch; bring a dish to 
share if you wish. Brenda and Jamie will be hosting this month and 
providing Tacos! 
 
 
 

https://www.pamperedchef.com/go/richmicropantry0825
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RALLY SUNDAY 
Rally Sunday is just around the corner, and you don't want to miss it!  
Please make plans to join Membership Development in the downstairs 
Fellowship Hall for coffee hour following the service on September 7th. 
Also, mark your calendars for Sunday, October 5th.  We will be heading to 
Hawk Hollow to play 18 holes on their mini hawk putt putt course.  Fun for 
all ages.  Sign-up sheet will be coming soon! 
 
GOLF OUTING  
Michigan Refugee Hope annual golf outing will be held Wednesday, 
September 10th at Wheatfield Valley Golf Club in Williamston. Check in at 
9am! Flyers can be found in the Narthex, and if you have any questions 
please reach out to Paul Hereza, Randy Royalty or Jack Dingledine.  
 
FLU/COVID CLINIC 
1st Annual Flu/Covid clinic will be held Sunday, October 5th in the Fellowship Hall 
following service. Please mark your calendars and see flyer for more information.  
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