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        FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 
 

 
 

                NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
AUGUST 10, 2025 

10:00 AM 
 
 

Pastor ……..…………..……………………………..……….....……….…Rev. Megan Floyd 
Administrative Assistant……………..…………………………..…………Kalea Sanford 
Music Director ……………………………….…..……..… Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist …………………………..…….……..…….….……….… Bruce Williams   
Sound Technicians …………………………..……. Cody Boyan & Raymond Herek 
Church email ……..…………..………………...... faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website ………………………………………....……. www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page …………………………..… facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
WIFI: Faith Lutheran; Password: LutheranFaith 

 

WELCOME STATEMENT 

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as God’s beloved child, “for in 
Christ Jesus… [we] are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26). No 
matter your age, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, race, 
ethnicity, marital status, neurodivergent status, faith background, political 
leanings, or mental, intellectual or physical ability – you are welcomed here 
just as you are. In this church, we commit to pursue gender and racial equity 
in all that we do, and to support one another as chosen family, being parents 
and siblings for each other regardless of who we have as biological family 
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(Mark 3:31-35). For we are all one in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional 
nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide as we strive to serve 
our world. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
For safety reasons, please do not allow your children to wander unsupervised past the coat 
racks or downstairs during the church service. Our nursery is open but not staffed. You are 

welcome to use it, but please do not leave your children unattended. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
PRELUDE 
“O Master, Let Me Walk with You”                      arr. Mark Sedio/Douglas Franks 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS  

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity,  

☩, one God, who forgives all our sin,  

  whose mercy endures forever. 

All:   Amen. 
Pastor:  Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Pastor:  Merciful God, 

All:   you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 



3 

All:    Amen. 
 

Pastor:  You belong to Christ Jesus 

and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 

All:   Amen. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN –  Come, That We Love the Lord (ELW 625)  

 
 
  
GREETING  
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Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All:    And also with you. 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE – Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723 v. 1) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Asst:  Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life 

and light of your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your 

grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All:   Amen. 
 

The assembly may be seated.  
 

FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-6 
God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that 
his descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and 
through this faith he is considered righteous. 
 
1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not 
be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But 
Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and 
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have 
given me no offspring, so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the 
word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but 
your very own issue shall be your heir.”  
5 He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, 
if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 
descendants be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, and the LORD reckoned it to him 
as righteousness. 
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

  PSALM Psalm 33:12-22 
 

 12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! 
  Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage! 
 13 The LORD looks down from heaven, 
  and sees all humankind. 
 14 God sits firmly enthroned and watches 
  all who dwell on the earth. 
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 15 God fashions all their hearts 
  and observes all their deeds.  
 16 A king is not saved by the size of the army, 
  nor are warriors rescued by their great strength. 
 17 The horse gives vain hope for victory; 
  despite its great strength it cannot save. 
 18 Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, 
  upon those who wait for your steadfast love, 
 19 to deliver their lives from death, 
  and to keep them alive in time of famine.  
 20 Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, 
  our helper and our shield. 
 21 Surely, our heart rejoices in you, 
  for in your holy name we put our trust. 
 22 Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, 
  even as we place our hope in you.  
 

 

SECOND READING Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age. 
Their hope and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to 
receive the promise of God. 
 
1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. 2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we 
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is 
seen was made from things that are not visible. 
  8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he 
was to receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was 
going. 9 By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a 
foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of 
the same promise. 10 For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God. 11 By faith, with Sarah’s involvement, he 
received power of procreation, even though he was too old, because he 
considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one person, and 
this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of 
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 
  13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers 
and foreigners on the earth, 14 for people who speak in this way make it clear 
that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of the land that 
they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, 
they desire a better homeland, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON (Noisy offering for the Parish House) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     

 
GOSPEL  Luke 12:32-40 
Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. Instead of 
facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always ready to receive from 
God and to give to others. 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  
All:    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make 
purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, 
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also. 
 
  35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are 
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they 
may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks.  
37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I 
tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will 
come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the middle of the night or near 
dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
  39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the 
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thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:   Praise to you, O Christ.
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The assembly may be seated.  

 

SERMON                                                                                                         Pastor Megan Floyd 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – Have No Fear, Little Flock  (ELW 764)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 

 
APOSTLES CREED   
 
Pastor: Joining the saints from every time and place, let us confess 

our faith. 
 

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Christ Our Peace (ACS 1037) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Asst:  In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the 

voice of the whole church and pray for the needs of the 
world. A brief silence. 

 

... God of Grace,   
All:   Receive our prayer. 
 

 
Pastor:  Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and 

hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
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All:  Amen. 
 
 
Repeat Christ Our Peace 

 
PEACE  
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
All:   And also with you. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 

 
OFFERING  
“How Can I Keep From Singing”                     Robert Lowry, arr. Timothy Shaw 
                         Men of Faith                Addie Thompson, flute 
 

LITURGICAL HAND WASHING 
Pastor and assisting ministers sanitize and wash their hands. 

“I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar, O Lord, 
singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, and telling all your wondrous 
deeds.” – Psalm 26:6-7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING RESPONSE – Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven (ELW 864 vs. 1) 
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Please stand as you are able.  

OFFERING PRAYER 
Asst:   Creator God, 

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 
and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

All:   Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   
All:   And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.   
All:   We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
 

 
PREFACE  
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

    
 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sing in Spanish, then English) (ELW 473) 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
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Pastor:  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as 
Jesus taught us. 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kin[g]dom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kin[g]dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Pastor:   The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice! 
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All are invited to come to the table to receive what the Lord offers. If, 

however, you would prefer not to receive communion, you may come to the 

table for a blessing. 

Gluten free wafers are available upon request when you come to receive 

communion at the altar rail. 

Our trays have wine (darker liquid) in the outer part of the tray, and grape 
juice (lighter liquid) in the center. Please choose whichever you prefer. 
 
If it would be easier for you to have communion brought to you, please let an 
usher know and we will be happy to serve you at your seat.  
 
If you have any further questions, please ask an usher. 

 
 
 
The assembly may be seated. 

 
 
LAMB OF GOD  
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COMMUNION SONG – The King of Love My Sheperd Is (ELW 502)  

 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
Pastor:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
All:   Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Asst:   Mothering God, 

you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name 

All:   Amen. 
 

 
 
BLESSING 

Pastor:  The love of God abound in you; 

the grace of our Savior, Jesus Christ, fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 
All:   Amen. 
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SENDING SONG – Shout to the Lord (ELW 821)  - Sing Twice 

 

 
ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-70 
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DISMISSAL 

Asst:   Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder”                                     arr. Mark Hayes 
 
 
 
 
FLC WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday, August 10 
• Worship Service @ 10:00 am: 9th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Monday, August 11 

• Council Meeting @7pm in Library  
 

Tuesday, August 12 
• Worship Committee Meeting @11am in Library 
• Bible Study @12pm in Library – Hybrid 

 
Wednesday, August 13 

• Quilters @9:30am 
 
Thursday, August 14 

• A time of prayer @11:45am in the Sanctuary (or wherever you are)  
 
Sunday, August 17 

• Worship Service @10:00am: 10th Sunday after Pentecost   
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FAITH VOLUNTEERS 
August 10                                                                        August 17 

Greeter(s): John & Ramona Backman                         Greeter(s): Rich Weingartner  
Usher(s): Mike Eschelbach/Randy Royalty Usher(s): John McCracken/Ken Milne  
Coffee Hour: Rich Weingartner  Coffee Hour: Tammy and Deb 
Counters: John McCracken Counters: Jamie Royalty/Ramona Backman 
Noisy Offering: Matt Schnizlein Noisy Offering:  
Acolyte: Acolyte:  
Reader: Randy Royalty         Reader: Bob Nelson 
Lay Assistant: Kim O’Brien Lay Assistant: Mike Eschelbach 
Altar Care: Tammy Heilman  Altar Care: Jamie Royalty 

                                                                  
 
FLC Prayer List 
We invite you to hold these people in your prayers each day this week. 
 
We pray for all longing for sustainable housing, secure employment, access to medical 
care, and overall health and wellness, especially Denise, Kate, Marla, and Chuck.  
 
We pray for all those in military service, especially those connected to our community:  
Joey, Jon, Landon, Hannah, Joe, Reuben, Lane, and Aiden. 
 
We pray for the larger church, especially our synod prayer partner, Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Hillsdale and their pastor Rev. Kara Shaw.  
 
*New additions to our prayers are listed in bold; names will remain on the printed 
list for six weeks. Please contact the church office or Pastor Megan to add or 
reinstate names to the prayer list. 

______________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Partners Letter 

 
We are participating in this activity and would love you to add your signature. The 
letter is located on the table under the bulletin board entitled “Prayer Partners.” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRAY WITHOUT CEASING 
Inspired by the Pray Without Ceasing movement in the ELCA, Beginning in 
August on Thursdays at 11:45am we will be Praying Together, either in 
the Sanctuary or wherever you are. Please feel free to join us in person if 
you are able!   
 
LUNCH BUNCH 
Join us on Wednesday, August 20th from 11:45 to 1:00pm.  
Everyone is invited to join us for fellowship and lunch; bring a dish to 
share if you wish. Brenda and Jamie will be hosting this month! 
 
 
GOLF OUTING  
Michigan Refugee Hope annual golf outing will be held Wednesday, 
September 10th at Wheatfield Valley Golf Club in Williamston. Check in at 
9am! Flyers can be found in the Narthex, and if you have any questions 
please reach out to Paul Hereza, Randy Royalty or Jack Dingledine.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



22 

BRUCE & FRIENDS CONCERT 
Come out to see our very own Bruce Williams and his friends, Michael (on 
the clarinet) and Alexus (on the violin) who will join him in playing the 
"Kegelstatt Trio" K. 498 by W. A. Mozart and "Jewish Wealth" by Kees 
Schoonenbeck on Saturday, August 16th at 7pm. 
 
 
 


