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                       FOURTH SUNDAY IN EASTER 
MAY 11, 2025 

10:00 AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 
 

Pastor ……..…………..……………………………..……….....……….…Rev. Megan Floyd 
Administrative Assistant……………..…………………………..…………Kalea Sanford 
Music Director ……………………………….…..……..… Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist …………………………..…….………….………….…… Bruce Williams 
Sound Technicians …………………………..……. Cody Boyan & Raymond Herek 
Church email ……..…………..………………...... faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website ………………………………………....……. www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page …………………………..… facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
WIFI: Faith Lutheran; Password: LutheranFaith 
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WELCOME STATEMENT 

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as God’s beloved child, “for in 
Christ Jesus… [we] are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26). No 
matter your age, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, race, 
ethnicity, marital status, neurodivergent status, faith background, political 
leanings, or mental, intellectual or physical ability – you are welcomed here 
just as you are. In this church, we commit to pursue gender and racial equity 
in all that we do, and to support one another as chosen family, being parents 
and siblings for each other regardless of who we have as biological family 
(Mark 3:31-35). For we are all one in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional 
nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide as we strive to serve 
our world. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
For safety reasons, please do not allow your children to wander unsupervised past the coat 
racks or downstairs during the church service. Our nursery is open but not staffed. You are 

welcome to use it, but please do not leave your children unattended. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
PRELUDE 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”      arr. Dale Wood 
  
 
 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

 

Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

All:  Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

Pastor: In the name of ☩ the One 

who was, who is, and who is to come. 
All:   Amen.  
 
Pastor:  Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the 

baptized life,  let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Pastor:  Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that make a people your own, that restore to wholeness, 
and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 

All:   make us one as you are one. 
Pastor:  We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 

waters that strengthen believers 
and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 
waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our 
own making. Baptized into you, O Living One, 

All:   make us one as you are one. 
Pastor:  We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open 

the hearts of believers and give a voice in the night to those in 
captivity; waters that set your people on a new path, 
rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O Living One, 

All:   make us one as you are one. 
Pastor:  Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is 

shaped by these waters that give us our very lives in you. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 

All:   Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN – The Day of Resurrection! (ELW 361)  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 

 
 
GREETING  
 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All:    And also with you. 
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KYRIE  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Asst:  Let us pray. O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of 

your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that 

we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in 

your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All:   Amen. 
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The assembly may be seated.  
 

FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43 
Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her 
kindness and her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. 
When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer. 

36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek 
is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time 
she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room 
upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter 
was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without 
delay.” 39 So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took 
him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and 
showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with 
them. 40 Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He 
turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and 
seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then 
calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42 This became 
known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile he 
stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 

 

Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
   

                                                                                                                          

PSALM:   Psalm 23 

 1 The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3 You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no 
         evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
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 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 

  

 SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17 
Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also 

the lamb who vanquishes sin and suffering. 

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 

the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their 

hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 

Lamb!”11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders 

and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne 

and worshiped God, 12 singing, 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power 

and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in 

white, and where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one 

that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the 

great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood 

of the Lamb. 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated 

on the throne will shelter them. 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no 

more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 
17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will 

guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear 

from their eyes.” 

Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON (Noisy offering for Food Pantry)  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: John 10:22-30 

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the 

Father are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and 

will never be snatched from his hand. 

 
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to John.   
All:    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 
winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So 
the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in 
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have 
told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name 
testify to me; 26 but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my 
sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give 
them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of 
my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one 
can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.” 
 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:    Thanks be to God.    
 
 

The assembly may be seated.  

 
 
 
SERMON                                                                                                             Pastor Megan Floyd 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – The King of Love My Shepherd Is  (ELW 502) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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APOSTLES CREED  
Pastor: Joining the saints from every time and place, let us confess our 

faith. 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (ELW 752) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Asst:  God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for 

the church, the world, and all who are in need. A brief silence. 
 

... Hear us O God,  
All:   your mercy is great. 
 

 
Pastor:  We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that 

you are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen 
Savior. 

All:  Amen. 
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Repeat “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying.”  

 
PEACE  
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
All:   And also with you. 
 
 
The assembly may be seated. 

 
 
OFFERING  
"All My Days"                            Laurie Zelman and Mark A. Miller 
        Chancel Choir; Ryan and Addie Thompson, duet 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERING RESPONSE - Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (ELW 367 vs. 4) 
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LITURGICAL HAND WASHING 
Pastor and assisting ministers sanitize and wash their hands. 

 “I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar, O Lord, singing aloud a 
song of thanksgiving, and telling all your wondrous deeds.” – Psalm 26:6-7 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Asst:   Risen One, 

you have gathered us around your table of grace 

along with these gifts we bring. 
Come among us again, 
breathe your life into us, 
and enliven us with this meal, 
that we may live as your risen body in the world. 

All:   Amen. 
 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   
All:   And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.   
All:   We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
 

PREFACE  
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 

sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 

to eternal life.  

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 

the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 

with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 
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 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

Pastor:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out 
to heal  the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 
poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread 
and gave thanks; and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we  await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your 
love, O Lord, and unite the wills of  all who share this heavenly 
food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, Our Lord; to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
 

All:   Amen. 



18 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kin[g]dom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kin[g]dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Pastor:  The table is now ready.  So come, you who have much faith and 

you who would like to have more; you who have been here often 
and you who have not been for a while; you who have tried to 
follow Jesus, and you who have struggled. It is Christ who invites us 
to meet him here. So come, the feast of grace is spread. 

 
All are invited to come to the table to receive what the Lord offers. If, however, you would 

prefer not to receive communion, you may come to the table for a blessing. 

Gluten free wafers are available upon request when you come to receive communion at 

the altar rail. 

Our trays have wine (darker liquid) in the outer part of the tray, and grape juice (lighter 
liquid) in the center. Please choose whichever you prefer. 
 
If you have any further questions, please ask an usher. 
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The assembly may be seated. 

 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD  
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COMMUNION SONG – Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843)  

 

 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
Pastor:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace.  
All:   Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Asst:   Living One, 

         in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 
Send us now to tell of your wonders, 
sing of your glory, 
and proclaim your risen life 
to a wounded and weary world. 

All:   Amen. 
 

 
 
BLESSING 

Pastor:  The triune God, 

who was, who is, and who is to come, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
light your way with resurrection dawn, 
now and always. 

All:   Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG – For All Your Saints, O Lord (ELW 427)  
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DISMISSAL 
Asst:   Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
All:   Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Asst:  Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
All:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Recessional in a Gregorian Mode”       Henry Kihlken 
 

 

Acknowledg ments : Copyright 2025 Aug sburg Fortress . All Rights Re served. CCLI : Streaming Li cense #CSPL14 1616 Size B. CCLI Chur ch Copyright Li cense #720 217 Size B. Re printed by permission under Aug sburg Fortress Liturgies Annual Li cense #SAS00080 3. Podcast/Strea ming and Musi c printed by permission under One Lice nse #A-7080 05. Scriptur e is from the New Revise d Standard Version Bible , copyright 1989, Division of Christian E ducation of the Nati onal Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of Ameri ca. Used by per missi on. ONE LI CENSE  LICEN SING PE RMI SSION RE PRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDE R ONE LICEN SE #A-70800  

 

FLC SCHEDULE 
Sunday, May 11 

• Sunday School @9am in Sunday School/Youth Room   
• Worship Service @ 10:00 am: 4th Sunday of Easter  

 
Monday, May 12 

• Private Event in Sanctuary @11:30am 
• Christian Ed Meeting @4pm in Library  
• Scouting America Meeting @5:30pm in Sunday School/Youth Room  
• Council Meeting @7pm – Zoom  

 
Tuesday, May 13 

• CAMTA @9am in Sanctuary  
• Worship Committee Meeting @11am in Library  
• Bible Study @12pm in Library – Hybrid 
• Girl Scouts @5:30pm  

 
Wednesday, May 14 

• Quilters Meet @ 9:30 am 
• Faith Bells @6:30pm 
• Chancel Choir @7:30pm 

 
Thursday, May 15 

• Dinner & Presentation @6pm in Fellowship Hall  
 
Saturday, May 17 

• Private Rental @1:30pm in Sanctuary  
 

Sunday, May 18 
• Worship Service @10:00am: 5th  Sunday of Easter  
• Celebration Sunday!  
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FAITH VOLUNTEERS 
May 11                                                                              May 18  

Greeter(s): Doug/Linda Hirt     Greeter(s):  Harold/Jan Sollenberger 
Usher(s): John McCracken/Ken Milne Usher(s): Doug/Linda Hirt   
Sunday School: Connie Nelson Sunday School: No Sunday School 
Coffee Hour: Herek Coffee Hour: Celebration Sunday 
Counters: Jamie Royalty/Ramona Backman Counters: Doug Hirt/Kay Hillberg 
Noisy Offering: Matt Schnizlein 
Acolyte: Andrew Herek Acolyte:  
Reader: Linda Hirt           Reader: Megan Nyquist 
Lay Assistant: Doug Hirt Lay Assistant: Kim O’Brien 
Altar Care: Jamie Royalty Altar Care: Tammy Heilman 
                                                                  
                                                                                           
 

Faith Lutheran Church Prayer List 
We invite you to hold these people in your prayers each day this week. 

 
We pray for all longing for sustainable housing, secure employment, access to 
medical care, and overall health and wellness, especially Marla, Cecelia, 
Chuck, Liz, Molly.  
 
We pray for all those in military service, especially those connected to our 
community: Lani, Jon, Landon, Hannah, Joe, Reuben, Lane, and Aiden. 
 
We pray for the larger church, especially our synod prayer partner, Edgewood 
Lutheran Church in Fruitport and their pastor, Rev. Ellen Schoepf. 
 
 
*New additions to our prayers are listed in bold; names will remain on the printed list 
for six weeks. Please contact the church office or Pastor Megan to add or reinstate 
names to the prayer list. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prayer Partners Letter 

We are participating in this activity and would love for you to add your signature. The 

letter is located on the table under the bulletin board entitled “Prayer Partners.” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

DINNER AND PRESENTATION 
Kasey from the Tri-County Office on Aging will present on May 15 at 
6:30pm.  The caring committee will provide a soup dinner at 
6pm. Information will be given on available resources, housing options, and 
navigating coverage under Medicare and Medicaid. Please let us know if you 
are planning on attending - sign up sheet located in narthex. The 
presentation will be approximately an hour and a Q&A session afterwards.  
 
 
SECOND ANNUAL END OF SCHOOL YEAR PICNIC! 
Attention all youth! The second annual FLC End of School Year Picnic will be 
held on Friday, June 6, from 6-9 pm at Faith. We’ll have a bar-b-que and a 
bonfire (for S’mores) along with backyard games, including pickleball, 
badminton, cornhole, horseshoes and soccer. In addition to the families of 
our youth, the entire congregation is invited to celebrate! For more 
information, text or email Mark Kadrofske at 517-703-6837, 
markkadrofske@gmail.com. 
 
SAVE THE DATES  

Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be held from Monday, July 14th, to Thursday, 

July 17th. The program is open to pre-K through grade 5 youths and will be 

run in the evenings from 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm. Each evening will begin with a 

meal to be followed by a program. Parents and their children will be welcome 

to participate in program sessions. A theme for this year's VBS will be chosen 

later. Stay tuned for our next announcement! 

 

 

T-SHIRTS ORDER  
Want to purchase a T-Shirt for Meridian Pride? Head to the link below! 
The deadline is May 15 to have them by the 31st.15% of all orders will be 
donated back to the church. Hats and canvas totes will be added later but may 
not be available by the 31st. 
https://www.woodencricketllc.com/collections/faith-lutheran-church 

mailto:markkadrofske@gmail.com
https://www.woodencricketllc.com/collections/faith-lutheran-church

