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WELCOME STATEMENT

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as God’s beloved child, “for in Christ
Jesus... [we] are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26). No matter your
age, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, marital
status, neurodivergent status, faith background, political leanings, or mental,
intellectual or physical ability — you are welcomed here just as you are. In this
church, we commit to pursue gender and racial equity in all that we do, and to
support one another as chosen family, being parents and siblings for each other
regardless of who we have as biological family (Mark 3:31-35). For we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and grace to be
our help and guide as we strive to serve our world.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
“Christmas Potpourri” arr. Bill Wollaver

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares
that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless
peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ
brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and
joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that
shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world.

PRELUDE

“Adeste Fideles” arr. David Blackwell

The assembly stands.



GATHERING HYMN — O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL (ELW 283)
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - ftion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all ye cit - 1 - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now 1In flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - nUm.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE — ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH (ELW 289)
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Shep-herds, why this ~ ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro-long?

3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

“GOD IS NEAR” Joel Raney

CHRISTMAS EVE - THE ANGELS’ MESSAGE: Welcome

Responsive Litany

Q’énight we gather with joyful hearts to receive God’s greatest gift.

Joy to the world, the Lord has come!

Tonight we hear again the good news that was given for all people.

Joy to the world, the Lord has come!

Tonight we join in steadfast wonder at God’s amazing love.

Joy to the world, the Lord has come!

Tonight we welcome the Savior whose birth has forever changed our lives.
Joy to the world, the Lord has come!

Candle Lighting

Tonight we light all the candles. The first candle reminds us that Jesus Christ is the gift of
hope to a world in need. The second candle calls us to believe that just as God’s wonder filled
that first Christmas night, God still works miracles today. The third candle calls us to faithful
acceptance of God’s unfolding plan. The fourth candle calls us to embrace God’s unchanging
word. And tonight, we light the final candle, as we celebrate God’s amazing love by welcom-
ing the birth of our Savior.



CONGREGATION

f) | e
S e —» ' Z
\Q\)y i r - .
Lis-ten to the an- gels, hear the mes-sage they  bring;
f) | F—

L‘D i 7 3 ¥ » 0
et = o F £ =
) : r

tell-ing the news of a com - ing King; fill-ing the
#f)\ 'hlu IF-_ = 3
S = — =< Fi
world  with_ hope and good cheer. Je - sus, Em-
£ |
1~ Z |
\Q\)u = o5 S 3 S S 1
man-u-el, God 18 near.

© 2010 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

|Permission is granted by the publisher to reproduce this page for congregational use.|

PRAYER

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 9:2-7

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal
child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the
real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!

’The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. *You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you

as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. “For the yoke of
their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you
have broken as on the day of Midian. °For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. °For a child
has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he
is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
’His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the
throne of David and his kingdom.



He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time
onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 96 Read Responsively

R = Refrain — Choir will sing once to introduce it. Congregation will repeat.
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Let the heav-ens re - joice and the earth be glad.

'Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.

’Sing to the LoRrD, bless the name of the LORD; proclaim God’s salvation
from day to day.

*Declare God'’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all peoples.
“For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all
gods. R

°As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O LORD, have made
the heavens.
®Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor are in
your sanctuary.
’Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the LOrRD honor and
power.
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; bring offerings and enter
the courts of the LORD. R
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the Lorp, all the earth
OTell it out among the nations: “The LoRD is king! The one who made the
world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.”

ILet the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that

is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

“Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LoRrbD, for
you come to judge the earth.

3You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your truth. R



SECOND READING: TITUS 2:11-14

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently,
in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final
appearance.

“The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, *’training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are
self-controlled, upright, and godly, “*while we wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. *He it is who
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself
a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

“Jesus, What a Wonderful Child” arr. Mark Hayes
Chancel Choir
Tammy Heilman and Chris Lewis, soloists

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL: LUKE 2:1-14, 15-20

God'’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great
joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace.

The holy gospel according to Luke.

‘In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should
be registered. “This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. *All went to their own towns to be registered. “Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. °He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. °While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. ’And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
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®In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. '°But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: 'to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. ‘“This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.” **And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

>When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.” *°So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. *’When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; ‘*and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. ‘°But Mary treasured all these words
and pondered them in her heart. °The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.]
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY — HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING (ELW 270)
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I Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new - born king;
2 Christ, by high - est heav'n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,

3 Hail the heav’'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off-spring of a vir-gin's womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in - car-nate de - 1 - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, borm that we no more may die,
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with  an - gel - ic  hosts pro-claim, “Christis born  in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, bormn to give us sec-ond birth.
Refrain
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN. Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the

earth, and all people.
Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

God of grace, receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all,
through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING

“Away in a Manger” arr. Susan T. Nelson
Chancel Choir

OFFERING PRAYER

God of heaven and earth,

from the beginning, you have called forth life,

in which you take delight.

The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy.

Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty,

that we may join the chorus of creation

to tell of your salvation from day to day. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING (To the tune of “O Come, All Ye Faithful”)
The Lord be with you,
And with you, his servant.

O, Come let us lift our hearts unto the Lord.
With hearts uplifted thanks to Him we render:

With joy we come before Him, in gratefulness implore Him,

With thankful hearts adore Him Evermore!
12



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory,
that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God
whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (7o the tune of “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”)

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord! God of hosts, by all adored!

Heav’'n and earth cannot contain All the glory of your name!

Hail, hosanna, God most high! Blest is He who now draws nigh in the name of
God the King!

Hallelujahs glad we sing: Hail, hosanna! Praises due be forever, Lord, to you!

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you
for creating a world of order and beauty. When we brought on chaos, cruelty and
despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. At this end of
the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the suffering
world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

13



Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming
again in righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and
wine we share: strengthen our faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the
justice and joy of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kin[g]Jdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin[g]ldom, the power,

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME TO THE LORD’S TABLE.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God feeds us with tender mercy.

Come to the table.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG — WHAT CHILD IS THIS (ELW 296)
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I What child 1s this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he 1 such mean es -tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear;

for sin-ners here the

si - lent Word is plead-ing.

The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise,raise the song on high, the wvir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG — OH LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM (ELW 279)

0 i —
s B u |
J | - o [
@] lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si - lent-ly the won - drous gift s  giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the st - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter i1n, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Merciful God,

we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.
Strengthened by this goodness,

send us forth to announce your peace,

comfort the afflicted,

and share the good news of great joy.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLES
The Fire Marshall has asked that children ages 6 and under do not hold candles independently.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC DURING CANDLE LIGHTING
The assembly stands.

CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION

The nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ the Twenty-fifth Day of December, when ages
beyond number had run their course from the creation of the world, when God in
the beginning created heaven and earth, and formed man in his own likeness;
when century upon century had passed since the Almighty set his bow in the
clouds after the Great Flood, as a sign of covenant and peace; in the twenty-first
century since Abraham, our father in faith, came out of Ur of the Chaldees; in the
thirteenth century since the People of Israel were led by Moses in the Exodus from
Egypt; around the thousandth year since David was anointed King; in the sixty-fifth
week of the prophecy of Daniel; in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad;
in the year seven hundred and fifty-two since the foundation of the City of Rome;
in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus, the whole world
being at peace, Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, desiring to
consecrate the world by his most loving presence, was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, and when nine months had passed since his conception, was born of the
Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judah, and was made man:

The nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh.
17



HYMN OF LIGHT — SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT (ELW 281)
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Stil - e Nacht, hei - li-ge  Nacht! Al - les  schidft,
1 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! All 18 calm,
2 S1 - lent night, ho - ly  night! Shep - herds quake
3 St - lent night, ho - ly  night! Son of God,
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ein - sam wacht nur das trau - te, hoch - hei - li - ge Paar.
all is  bright round yon  vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav-en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Hold - er Kna - be im lok - ki-gen Haar, schlaf in  himm - li - scher
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav’n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - lu - 1a! Christ, the Sav - 1or, 1s
with the dawn of re-deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf in himm - i - scher Rubh.
peace, sleep in heav - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, 1is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005

18




FINAL BLESSING

May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.

Amen

May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength.

Amen

May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world. Amen
And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon

you and remain with you always. Amen

CLOSING HYMN - JOY TO THE WORLD (ELW 267)
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I Joy to the world, the Lord s come! Let  earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior  reigns!  Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev heart pre - parc  him

songs em - ploy, while fields and

floods, rocks, hills, and

fest  the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  rngh - teous -
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room and heav'n and na - ture sing, and heav'nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, rc - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and  heav'n, and heav'n and na - tre  sing.
Joy. re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Joy.
found. far as, far as the curse 1s found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH. English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792<1872
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DISMISSAL
Glory to God in the highest! Peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Christmas Oratorio,” J. S. Bach
“Break forth into Joy” arr. Van Denman Thompson
“Christians be Joyful” arr. Franklin Ritter
FAITH VOLUNTEERS
Reader: Jamie Royalty Greeter(s): Mike Eschelbach
Lay Assistant: Randy Royalty Altar Care: Heidi Bowers

Ushers: Jon & Elaine Harrison
Acolyte: Charlie Herek

A special thank you to our brass instrumentalists this evening: Spencer Clark, Juliana Lewis,
Gracy Tomek, Dane Webb

2024 Poinsettia Dedications

Warren & Tammy Heilman in celebration of our grandchildren, Noah, Emerson, Karlyn.
Jack & Natalie Dingledine in memory of Darry Breithaupt and Dorothy Dingledine.
Pastor Bruce in memory of John C. Williams, Leonard L. Thorsen; in honor of Joyce L. Thorsen.
Karen Whitmyer in memory of Ken Whitmyer.

Annie Mayer in celebration of Tim, Rob, Allison, Maggie, Charlie, and Jack Mayer.

Mike Eschelbach in honor of his daughters Minna and Molly.

Anne Missavage
Cecilia Kramer & Rick Beaderstadt in celebration of Christmas.
Bruce Williams in memory of Gladys & Stanley Williams.

Brenda Kopf in memory of Walter Kopf, Richard & Jane Kemmler, Eleanor &Hannes Tietjel, Sandra Fox, Hilda
& John Kopf.

Doug & Linda Hirt in memory of our father and our grandparents.

You are welcome to take your poinsettias home following the 8 P.M. service.
20



