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                           December 24, 2024 

Christmas Eve, 4:00 P.M. 

                      FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The nursery will be open but not staffed. Children should not be left unattended. 

FLC Staff 

Pastor ……..…………..………………………………………………...…………………………..…………Bruce Thorsen 

Administrative Assistant …………………………………………………………………………………..Kalea Sanford 

Music Director ……………………………………..........……………………………..…  Deb Borton-McDonough 

Organist/Pianist ……………………………….……………………………….…………………….....… Bruce Williams 

Custodian ……………………………………………………………………………….…………………………. Kelly Nickols 

Sound Technicians …………………………………………………………..…...  Cody Boyan & Raymond Herek 

Church email …………………………………………….…........................  faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 

Website ……………………………………………………………………......…….  www.faithlutheranokemos.org 

Facebook Page ……………………....……………………………..….…  facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

WIFI: Faith Lutheran; Password: LutheranFaith 



3 

 

 

WELCOME STATEMENT 

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as God’s beloved child, “for in Christ 
Jesus… [we] are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26). No matter your 
age, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, marital 
status, neurodivergent status, faith background, political leanings, or mental, 
intellectual or physical ability – you are welcomed here just as you are. In this 
church, we commit to pursue gender and racial equity in all that we do, and to 
support one another as chosen family, being parents and siblings for each other 
regardless of who we have as biological family (Mark 3:31-35). For we are all one 
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and grace to be 
our help and guide as we strive to serve our world. 

 

 PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

“Christmas Potpourri”        arr. Bill Wollaver 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares 

that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless 

peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ 

brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and 

joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that 

shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 

 

PRELUDE  

“Adeste Fideles”                                                                                   arr. David Blackwell 

The assembly stands. 
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GATHERING HYMN – O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL (ELW 283)    

    
  ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE – ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH (ELW 289) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Let us pray.   

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 
true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ 
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

The assembly is seated.  

“GOD IS NEAR”  
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CONGREGATION 

 
PRAYER  
 
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 9:2-7 

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal 

child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the 

real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! 

   2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 
people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day 
of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son 
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.                                     
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7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the 
throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and 
with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD 
of hosts will do this. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

SECOND READING: TITUS 2:11-14 

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, 

in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final 

appearance. 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 
self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 
a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – LOVE HAS COME (ELW 292), Stanza 1 

(Children will come forward for the Children’s Sermon) 

               
  ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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GOSPEL: LUKE 2:1-14, 15-20 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – AWAY IN A MANGER (ELW 277) 

 
     ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 

earth, and all people. 

 
Prayers of intercession are prayed.  

To each petition, the assembly responds:  

God of grace, receive our prayer.  

 

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, 

through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE   

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  

The assembly is seated.  

  

OFFERING  

“Mary Did You Know?”                           arr. Mark Lowry and  Buddy Greene 

                                           Emily Brown, soloist  

 

OFFERING PRAYER  
God of heaven and earth, 
from the beginning, you have called forth life, 
in which you take delight. 
The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. 
Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty, 
that we may join the chorus of creation 
to tell of your salvation from day to day. 
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING  (To the tune of “O, Come All Ye Faithful”)    

The Lord be with you,  
And with you, his servant.  
  

O, Come let us lift our hearts unto the Lord.  

With hearts uplifted thanks to Him we render:  

 

With joy we come before Him, in gratefulness implore Him,  

With thankful hearts adore Him Evermore!  

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ.  In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the 

eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God 

made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  (To the tune of “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”) 

      

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord!  God of hosts, by all adored!   

Heav’n and earth cannot contain All the glory of your name!   

Hail, hosanna, God most high! Blest is He who now draws nigh in the name of 

God the King!  

Hallelujahs glad we sing: Hail, hosanna! Praises due be forever, Lord, to you! 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you 
for creating a world of order and beauty. When we brought on chaos, cruelty and 
despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. At this end of 
the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the suffering 
world. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming 
again in righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and 
wine we share: strengthen our faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the 
justice and joy of your Son. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kin[g]dom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin[g]dom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME TO THE LORD’S TABLE. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God feeds us with tender mercy. 
Come to the table. 
 
COMMUNION  

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG – O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM (ELW 279)         

      ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG – GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN (ELW 290)  

 

  ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Merciful God, 
we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. 
Strengthened by this goodness, 
send us forth to announce your peace, 
comfort the afflicted, 
and share the good news of great joy. Amen. 
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The assembly is seated. 

   

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLES 

  
The Fire Marshall has asked that children ages 6 and under do not hold candles independently. 

  
  

 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC DURING CANDLE LIGHTING 

 

The assembly stands.  

 

 

THE CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION 

We hear from the prophets: 

The people who walk in darkness shall see a great Light. 

 Jesus said, “I am the world’s Light. No one who follows me stumbles around in the 
darkness. I provide plenty of light to live in.”  

Then Jesus says to us: 

 You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world, like a city on a 
hilltop that cannot be hidden. Let your light shine before others that they may see 
your good works and give glory to God who is in heaven.  
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HYMN OF LIGHT – SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT (ELW 281)  
 

 
       ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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FINAL BLESSING  

May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life. 

Amen  

 

May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength. 

Amen  

 

May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world. Amen  

 

And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 

you and remain with you always.  

Amen  
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CLOSING HYMN – JOY TO THE WORLD (ELW 267)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE  

“Christmas Oratorio,” J. S. Bach 
        “Break forth into Joy”                                                  arr. Van Denman Thompson 
         “Christians be Joyful”                                                                    arr. Franklin Ritter 



20 

FAITH VOLUNTEERS 

 

Reader:  Diane Hill    Greeter(s):  Lois Neves 

Lay Assistant:  Mike Eschelbach  Altar Care:  Heidi Bowers 

Ushers:  John McCracken / Ken Milne Nursery:  Open, but not staffed 

Acolyte:  Mike Eschelbach    
 
 
 
 
 
 
Warren & Tammy Heilman in celebration of our grandchildren, Noah, Emerson, Karlyn. 
 

Jack & Natalie Dingledine  in memory of Darry Breithaupt and Dorothy Dingledine. 
 
Pastor Bruce in memory of John C. Williams, Leonard L. Thorsen; In honor of Joyce L. 
Thorsen. 
 
Karen Whitmyer in memory of Ken Whitmyer.  
 
Annie Mayer in celebration of Tim, Rob, Allison, Maggie, Charlie, and Jack Mayer. 
 
Mike Eschelbach in honor of his daughters Minna and Molly.   
 
Anne Missavage  
 
Cecilia Kramer & Rick Beaderstadt in celebration of Christmas.  
 
Bruce Williams in memory of Gladys & Stanley Williams. 
 
Brenda Kopf in memory of Walter Kopf,  Richard & Jane Kemmler, Eleanor &Hannes Tietjel, 
Sandra Fox, Hilda & John Kopf. 
 
Doug & Linda Hirt in memory of our father and our grandparents.  
 
 
You are welcome to take your poinsettias home following the 8 P.M. service. 
 

2024 Poinsettia Dedications 


