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WELCOME STATEMENT

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as God’s beloved child, “for in Christ
Jesus... [we] are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26). No matter your
age, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, marital
status, neurodivergent status, faith background, political leanings, or mental,
intellectual or physical ability — you are welcomed here just as you are. In this
church, we commit to pursue gender and racial equity in all that we do, and to
support one another as chosen family, being parents and siblings for each other
regardless of who we have as biological family (Mark 3:31-35). For we are all one
in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s love and grace to be
our help and guide as we strive to serve our world.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent.
Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent
song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that
Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the
kind of tension in which the church always lives as when in holy communion—with
high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s death.”

PRELUDE
“Veni Emmanue

|II

arr. Marilyn Biery

VERSE OF THE DAY (Read in Unison)
Show me your ways, O God! Teach me your paths! Lead me in your truth and

teach me, for you are the God of my salvation. | wait all the day long for you.
Psalm 25:4-5 The Inclusive Bible



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
alive in the world,

reviving creation,

arriving soon.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned.

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,

we confess that we have sinned.
We plead: come to us.

Bring your mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth:

it is Christ the Lord, our Savior,

in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,

receive the grace and forgiveness of God
through *F Christ Jesus,

whose day draws near.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG - O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL (ELW 257)
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you
always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

“God Is Near” Joel Raney

FOURTH SUNDAY - THE ANGELS’ MESSAGE: Obey

Responsive Litany

During Advent we remember God’s faithfulness shown to us.
Help our lives to reflect your ways, O Lord.

During Advent we remember God’s humility set before us.

Help our lives to reflect your ways, O Lord.

During Advent we remember God’s commands, spoken to us.
Help our lives to reflect your ways, O Lord.

During Advent we remember God’s incredible love shared with us.
Help our lives to reflect your ways, O Lord.

Candle Lighting

Today we light four candles. The first candle reminds us that during Advent we hear again the
good news of ultimate hope offered through Jesus Christ. The second candle calls us to believe
that just as God fulfilled the promise to the Israelites, God’s plan continues to unfold in our
world today. The third candle calls us to accept that with God nothing is beyond possibility,
for we serve a God who can do all things. We light the fourth candle as a call to faithful obe-
dience to the ways of God. As we continue our Advent journey, let us hear what God has spo-
ken, believe what God has promised, accept what God has revealed, and obey what God has
commanded.

Advent texts by Rev. Rich Davis, Senior Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, River Forest, IL



Words and Music by

Congregation: JOEL RANEY
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PRAYER

FIRST READING: MICAH 5: 2-5a

The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-
king who, like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the
area around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers
understood this passage to be referring to Jesus.
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.



3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
#And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lorb,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
>2and he shall be the one of peace.

PSALM 80: 1-7
' Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
’In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
3 Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
“0 LorD God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
>You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
®You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
/Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

SECOND READING: HEBREWS 10:5-10

The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s coming.
Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of all,
one through which we are made a holy people.

> Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
®in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.



’"Then | said, ‘See, God, | have come to do your will, O God’
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to
the law), °then he added, “See, | have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first
in order to establish the second. '° And it is by God’s will that we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

CHILDREN’S SERMON (Noisy Offering for Parish House)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: LUKE 1:39-45 [46-55]

Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with
the Holy Spirit and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of
praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all
things.

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

39|n those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, *°where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. ** When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb.
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit > and exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. ** And why
has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? ** For as soon
as | heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. > And
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken
to her by the Lord.”
46 And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for you look with favor upon your lowly servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is your name.
>0Your mercy is for those who fear you
from generation to generation.
>1You have shown strength with your arm;
and have scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
>2You have brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
>3you have filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
>*You have come to the aid of Israel, your servant
mindful of your mercy,
>>according to the promise you made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

10



HYMN OF THE DAY — MY SOUL PROCLAIMS (WOV 730)
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CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father [and the Son],
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places
that long for God’s presence.

God of mercy, receive our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts,
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
"People, Look East" arr. Tom Mitchell
Chancel Choir

OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God,

you made the whole world,

even the farthest stars,

and you draw near to feed us.

We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine.
Strengthen us with this food

that we may live in expectation

for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

13



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through
whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the
world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME TO THE LORD’S TABLE

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God feeds us with tender mercy.
Come to the table.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

15



COMMUNION SONG- HE CAME DOWN (ELW 253)
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came down that we may have joy;

Text: Cameroon traditional

Music: HE CAME DOWN, Camercon traditional

COMMUNION INSTRUMENTAL

“My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”

hal-le - lu - jah for-ev-er - more.

arr. John Carter

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Generous God,

we thank you for the gift of life,
for the bread of salvation.

We thank you for coming among us,
for leading us into peace.

We thank you for showering us with mercy,

for sending us into the world.

Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us
as we feed the hungry in your name. Amen.
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BLESSING

God of endings and beginnings,
God in the darkness and the light,
God, our hope for the journey,

*F bless and keep you now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG —ALL EARTH IS HOPEFUL (ELW 266)
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“Noel Grand Choeur” Jean-Jacques Charpentier
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WCECCKLY
SCHEDULE

Sunday, December 22
e Worship Service @10am: Fourth Sunday of Advent
e Worship Committee Meeting in Library immediately following worship

Tuesday, December 24
e Prelude begins @3:45pm, Christmas Eve Service @4pm
e Prelude begins @7:45pm, Christmas Eve Service @8pm

Wednesday, December 25
e OFFICE CLOSED — Merry Christmas!

Sunday, December 29 P A A T AN
e Worship Service @10am: Lessons and Carols
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Pastor Bruce will be out of the office from December 26- January 1. If you
need pastoral services please contact the office or council member.

FAITH VOLUNTEERS

December 22
Greeter(s): Doug & Linda Hirt

Reader: Linda Hirt

Lay Assistant: Doug Hirt

Ushers: John Backman/Randy Royalty
Altar Care: Heidi Bowers

S/S: No Class

Coffee Hour: Jan & Harold Sollenberger
Counters: Jamie Royalty/Ramona Backman
Acolyte: Isaak Nyquist

December 24 4pm Service
Greeter(s): Lois Neves

Reader: Diane Hill

Lay Assistant: Mike Eschelbach
Usher(s): John McCracken/Ken Milne
Alter Care: Heidi Bowers

Acolyte: Mike Eschelbach

December 29
Greeter(s): Harold & Jan Sollenberger

Reader: Elaine Harrison

Lay Assistant: Ray Herek

Ushers: Brenda Kopf

Altar Care: Elaine Harrison

S/S: No Class

Coffee Hour: ?

Counters: Jamie Royalty/Ramona Backman
Acolyte: ?

December 24 8pm Service

Greeter(s): Mike Eschelbach
Reader: Jamie Royalty

Lay Assistant: Randy Royalty
Usher(s): Jon & Elaine Harrison
Alter Care: Heidi Bowers
Acolyte: Charlie Herek
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