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Welcome Statement

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul said in his
letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through
faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where everyone is welcomed and
affirmed.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, marital
status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical ability — you are
welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one in Christ Jesus and rely on
the unconditional nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there
press him for a sign of his power; perhaps it is daily manna they want. As always in
John’s gospel when people want a sign, Jesus offers himself. He is the bread come
from heaven to give life to the world. He calls us to come to him and believe in
him, and through that relationship to know the one who sent him.

PRELUDE
“Let Us Break Bread Together,” arr. Calvin Taylor

Verse of the Day
[Read in Unison]

1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2 and walk in love, as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to

God.
Ephesians 5:1-2 NRSVue



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

[Silence is kept for reflection]

God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We
question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we
live. We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take
offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can
we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and
nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, *+ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven
and loved into abundant life.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG - Oh, Sing to the Lord (ELW 822)
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also, with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.

For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for
your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be
the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



FIRST READING: Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15

’The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in
the wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of
the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of
bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly
with hunger.”

“Then the LoRD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you,
and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way |
will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not.”

°Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites,
‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.”” 1°And as Aaron spoke
to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness,
and the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 'The LorD spoke to Moses and
said, 12“l have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you
shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall
know that | am the LORD your God.””

13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there
was a layer of dew around the camp. *When the layer of dew lifted, there on the
surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the
ground. *When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For
they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that
the LORD has given you to eat.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 78:23-29 (Read responsively)

35S0 God commanded the clouds above
and opened the doors of heaven,
“’raining down manna upon them to eat
and giving them grain from heaven.
’>So mortals ate the bread of angels;
God provided for them food enough.
’°The LORD caused the east wind to blow in the heavens
and powerfully led out the south wind,
’’raining down flesh upon them like dust
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and flying birds like the sand of the seas,
¢letting them fall in the midst of the camp
and round about the dwellings.
’9So the people ate and were well filled,
for God gave them what they craved.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:1-16

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to
which you have been called, *with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
bearing with one another in love, *making every effort to maintain the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were
called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, ®one God
and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.

’But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s
gift. *Therefore it is said,

“When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to
his people.”
’(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended
into the lower parts of the earth? ‘°He who descended is the same one who
ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) *'The gifts he
gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some
pastors and teachers, '*to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up
the body of Christ, *until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of
Christ. **We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by
every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful
scheming. °But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him
who is the head, into Christ, ‘*from whom the whole body, joined and knit
together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working
properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



VBS Presentation “Son Games”

GOSPEL: John 6:1-21

In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the
true character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot
be brought under human control.

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

John 6:24-35

’“When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the
sea,] they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus.

2>When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi,
when did you come here?” “®Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, you are
looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the
loaves. ?’Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the
Father has set his seal.” *Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the
works of God?” ?°Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe
in him whom he has sent.” *°So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give
us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you
performing? *'Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He
gave them bread from heaven to eat.”” *’Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell
you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father
who gives you the true bread from heaven. **For the bread of God is that which
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” **They said to him, “Sir, give
us this bread always.”

3>Jesus said to them, “l am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY - Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471)
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Text: African American spiritual
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CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our
voices in prayer.

In your mercy, receive our prayer.
Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves

and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the
life, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

"Fairest Lord Jesus" arr. Douglas Wagner
Megan Nyquist and Addie Thompson, handbells
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the
feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us and strengthen us in this
meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ, who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
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ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME TO THE LORD’S TABLE.

There are gluten free wafers available, just let the pastor know when you are at
the altar rail. As you receive communion, in the center of each tray, there are a
few glasses filled with white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than
wine.

If you would prefer only a blessing, please have your hands folded and the pastor
will give you a blessing.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG - Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken (ACS 966)
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007
Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright adminisirator or reporting usage under valid license.
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
“Sing Praise to the Lord” arr. Nicholas Palmer

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever
ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world
with your own life. In your name we pray.

Amen.

BLESSING

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, -+ be
upon you now and forever.

Amen.

15



SENDING SONG - Go, Make Disciples
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Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950

Music: GO, MAKE DISCIPLES, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1996 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc.. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Jubilate” Fela Sowande

Copyright Information
Acknowledgments: Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000803. CCLI: Streaming License #CSPL141616 Size B. CCLI Church

Copyright License #720217 Size B. Podcast/Streaming and Music printed by permission under OneLicense #A-708005. Scripture is from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education
of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.

FLC SCHEDULE

Sunday, August 4:
« Worship Service @ 10:00 am: 11 Sunday after Pentecost
. VBS Presentation

Monday, August 5:
« Girl Scouts Meeting @ 6:15 pm in Old Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, August 6:
e Office is CLOSED
e No Bible Study

Wednesday, August 7:
o Quilters Meet @ 9:30 am

Thursday, August 8:
« Alzheimer’s Care Support Group 7:00pm-8:30pm

Saturday, August 9
e Community Pride Worship Service @ 10am Central Park Pavilion

Sunday, August 11:
« Worship Service @ 10:00 am: 12t Sunday after Pentecost
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PRAYER PARTNERS
We have received several cards and letters from other churches that are praying for
us. We are also participating in this activity and would love for you to add your

signature! The letter is located on the table under the bulletin board entitled Prayer
Partners, should you like to sign.

FAITH VOLUNTEERS

August 4 August 11
Greeter(s): John & Ramona Backman Greeter(s): Rich Weingartner
Reader: Elaine Harrison Reader: Harold Sollenberger
Lay Assistant: Paul Hereza Lay Assistant: Ray Herek
Ushers: Tammy & Warren Heilman Usher: Bob Nelson
Altar Care: Brenda Kopf Altar Care: Cecelia Kramer
Coffee Hour: The Herek Family Coffee Hour: ?

For safety reasons, please do not allow your children to wander unsupervised past
the coat racks or downstairs during the church service.

Golf Outing — Wheatfield Valley Golf Club

Wednesday, September 10" 9:00am
Questions? Contact: Laurie Hereza ................ (517) 927-6753

Register https://bit.ly/mrh2024
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Lutheran World Relief

LWR continues to give aid to refugees and persons displaced by natural and
human disasters. We are collecting items for School Kits during July and August.
The display board is in the front lobby.

Each School Kit Contains
. Four spiral notebooks — 70 pages in each
« One ruler —with both inches and centimeters
« Five pencils —unsharpened with erasers
. Five ink pens — blue or black ink
« One eraser —flat pink
« One pencil sharpener
« One pair of scissors — with blunt points
« One box of crayons — 16 or 24 count

v

Sunday, September 8t is Rally Day.

This kicks off our Sunday School

program and we are looking forward to a
great season! A picnic will follow the
service. More information to follow.
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COMMUNITY
PRIDLE
WORSHIP
SERVICE

A little something for everyone i
— queer and allies —
not [ust church folk

Sat. Aug. 10 at flam ——
Central Park Pavilion
5151 Marsh Rd, Okemos,
Ml 488064
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