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Welcome Statement 

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul said in his 
letter to the Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 
faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We strive to be a place where everyone is welcomed and 
affirmed. 

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, marital 
status, faith background, political leanings, or mental or physical ability – you are 
welcome as you are. As children of God, we are all one in Christ Jesus and rely on 
the unconditional nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are 
assured that the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. 
The disciples are told to not gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we 
find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. 
We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission. 
 
PRELUDE   “Come Away to the Skies”    arr. George Shearing 

“12This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  14You are 
my friends if you do what I command you.” John 15:12-14 NRSV 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our 
joy.  Amen. 
 
Look, here is water!  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for 
us. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the 
deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant 
rivers. The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led 
the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert 
pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 
Look, here is water!  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 



3 

 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates 
of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad 
hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of 
living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
Look, here is water!  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
GATHERING SONG – All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (ELW 634) 

 
 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

  



5 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  
Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence 
intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring 
everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11 

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the 
disciples will spread out from Jerusalem to all the world, and that the disciples will 
be accompanied and empowered by the Holy Spirit. His words provide an outline of 
the book of Acts. 

A reading from Acts. 

[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and 
taught from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after 
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 
3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from 
me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.” 
 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 47 

1Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with a joyful sound. 
2For the LORD Most High is to be feared: a great king over all the earth, 

3who subdues the peoples under us, and the nations under our feet; 
4who chooses our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom God loves. 
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5God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of the ram’s horn. 
6Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our king, sing praises. 

7For God is king of all the earth; sing praises with a song. 
8God reigns over the nations; God is enthroned on high. 

9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham.  
The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.  
 
SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 1:15-23 

The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of 
Ephesians prays that we are given the wisdom to know the power of the risen 
Christ and the empowering hope that the knowledge of this inheritance provides. 

A reading from Ephesians. 

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 
the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all 
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 
23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON – Noisy offering for MICRO PANTRY 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: LUKE 24:44-53 

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a 
blessing, and a promise of the Holy Spirit. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke 
to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that 
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am 
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high.” 
 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 
them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up 
into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 
53and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing (ELW 393) 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen, and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
OFFERING 

“Rain Down”            Jaime Cortez, arr. John Carter 

Chancel Choir 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, who, enthroned forever at your right hand, 
intercedes for us as our great high priest. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter 
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for 
freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to 
be our Redeemer. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await 
your promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this 
bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as your 
chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. Through him all glory and 
honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both 
now and forever.   
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at 
God’s table. 
 
COMMUNION  

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 
 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 

“We Will Glorify”          arr. Fred Bock 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.  Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished 
us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and 
share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.  Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 
hope ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG – Crown Him with Many Crowns (ELW 855) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.    Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE   “Crown Him with Many Crowns”    arr. Wilbur Held 

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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FLC SCHEDULE 

Sunday, May 12: 

• 9:00 am – Sunday School 
• 10:00 am – Worship Service: Ascension of Our Lord 

Monday, May 13: 

• Girl Scouts Meeting @ 6:15 pm in Old Fellowship Hall 
• Boy Scouts Meeting @ 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall 
• Confirmands in the Sanctuary and Library @ 7:00 pm  

Tuesday, May 14: 

• Bible Study @ 12:00 pm – Zoom Call 

Wednesday, May 15: 

• Quilters Meet @ 9:30 am 

• FLC Staff Meeting @ 10:15 am 

• Lunch Bunch @ 11:45 am 

• Faith Bells Rehearsal @ 6:30 pm 

• Chancel Choir Rehearsal @ 7:30 pm 

Friday, May 17: 

• Private Event / Recital in Sanctuary @ 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

Saturday, May 18: 

• Private Event / Recital in Sanctuary @ 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

• Private Event / Recital in Sanctuary @ 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

Sunday, May 19: 

• 9:00 am – Sunday School 
• 10:00 am – Worship Service:  Pentecost / Celebration Sunday 

• 11:00 am – Worship Committee Meeting 
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FAITH VOLUNTEERS 

May 12 

Reader:  Harold Sollenberger 
Greeter(s):  Connie Nelson 
Lay Assistant:  Ryan Thompson 
Coffee Hour:  Thompsons  
Altar Care:  Tammy Heilman 
Ushers:  McCracken / Milne 
Acolyte:  Makayla Marquardt 

May 19 

Reader:  Alexa Warwick 
Greeter(s):  Doug & Linda Hirt 
Lay Assistant:  Doug Hirt 
Coffee Hour:   Faith Musicians 
Altar Care:  Elaine Harrison 
Ushers:  Doug & Linda Hirt 
Acolyte:  Andrew Herek 

 

WEEKLY OFFERING REPORTS 

April 28, 2024 

Loose Cash $ 45.00 
General Fund $ 2,785.00 
Building Rental $ 350.00 
Green Team Bags $ 20.00 
Kitchen Cart $ 150.00 
Parish House $ 238.05 
            Subtotal $ 3,588.05 
Vanco 
  General Operating $ 121.00 
  Pantry Fund $ 69.99 
 Subtotal $ 190.99 

  TOTAL $ 3,779.04 

May 5, 2024 

Loose Cash $ 35.00 
General Fund $ 2,605.00 
Green Team Bags $ 15.00 
Caring Committee $ 50.00 
Pantry Fund $ 155.00 
Youth $ 300.00 
Parish House $ 175.00 
            Subtotal $ 3,335.00 
Vanco 
  General Operating $ 5,522.46 
  Building $ 125.00 
  Caring Committee $ 105.66 
  Pantry Fund $ 105.66 
  Parish House $ 50.00 
 Subtotal $ 5,908.78 

  **TOTAL $ 9,243.78 
**Proceeds from the sale of the property totaling $37,660.52 were also deposited but are not 
included above as council has not yet met to determine appropriate fund distribution. 

CELEBRATION SUNDAY -  MAY 19 

This is a busy day for us ... we will be celebrating: 

• Music Sunday 

• Recognition of Graduates 

• Affirmation of Baptism 

We invite all family and friends to join us on this celebratory Sunday. There will be 
refreshments honoring all these people during coffee hour. 


