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EASTER 6 

May 5, 2024 
 

10:00 AM 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 

517-349-0620 

 

FLC Staff 

Pastor ……..…………..………………………………………………...…………………………..…………  Bruce Thorsen 

Music Director ……………………………………..........……………………………..…  Deb Borton-McDonough 

Organist/Pianist ……………………………….……………………………….………………………..…  Bruce Williams 

Administrative Assistant …..……………………………..……….……..……………………..…  Connie Denbrock 

Youth & Education Director ………………..………......................................................  Pam Williams 

Sound Technicians …………………………………………………………..…...  Cody Boyan & Raymond Herek 

Church email …………………………………………….…........................  faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 

Website ……………………………………………………………………......…….  www.faithlutheranokemos.org 

Facebook Page ……………………....……………………………..….…  facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

WIFI: Faith Lutheran; Password: LutheranFaith 
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You are invited to Faith Lutheran Church! 

 
Faith Lutheran Church is a community of people who believe that God acts out of 
love and grace. 

We believe God daily showers us, broken as we are, with love and forgiveness. 

We believe that ultimately it is love that changes people. 

We believe God welcomes all and, therefore, we welcome all into the community 
we share. 

We believe the church is a community of faith in which everyone has a role to play. 

We believe God invites us into a deeper relationship with God and one another, 
feeds us, and sends us forth sharing God’s grace and love as we live our daily lives 
in this world. 

We invite you to join us, receive the blessing of the richness of God’s grace and 
love, and be strengthened for a life of joy and service in this world. 

 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of 
friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s 
gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the 
essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep 
mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that 
true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian 
community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 
 
PRELUDE   “In Christ There Is No East or West”   arr. Dale Wood 

“12This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  14You are 
my friends if you do what I command you.” John 15:12-14 NRSV 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our 
joy.  Amen. 
 
Look, here is water!  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for 
us. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the 
deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant 
rivers. The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led 
the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert 
pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 
Look, here is water!  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates 
of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad 
hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of 
living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

Look, here is water!  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
GATHERING SONG – In Christ there is no East or West (ELW 650)  

 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. 
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may 
obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your 
Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the 
Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the 
lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

A reading from Acts. 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 
45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift 
of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them 
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold 
the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
invited him to stay for several days. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 98 

1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand 
and holy arm have won the victory. 
2O LORD, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your 
righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the 
ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

5Sing to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, the 
LORD. 

7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 
8Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
who comes to judge the earth. 

9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity. 
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SECOND READING: 1 JOHN 5:1-6 

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s 
commandments. Thus, the world is conquered not through military might but 
through love and faith. 

A reading from First John. 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God 
is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into 
the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 
another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and 
his love is perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 
Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has 
for us. 
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 
them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on 
the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in 
love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved 
us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God 
whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those 
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON – Pam Williams 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: JOHN 15:9-17 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help 
them in the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, 
that they love one another. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 
10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so 
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are 
my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 
Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him 
in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 
another.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – Will You Let Me Be Your Servant (ELW 659) 

  

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 



10 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen, and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
OFFERING 

“Shout Amen!”           Jay Althouse 

Singing Sinners / Chancel Choir 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for 
freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to 
be our Redeemer. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await 
your promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this 
bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as your 
chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. Through him all glory and 
honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both 
now and forever.   
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at 
God’s table. 
 
COMMUNION  

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
“Sing with All the Saints in Glory/Servant Song”          arr. Mark Himmelmann  

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.  Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished 
us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and 
share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.  Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 
hope ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG – Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee (ELW 836) 

 
ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.    Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE     “Hymn to Joy”    arr. Timothy Albrecht 
 

 
FLC SCHEDULE 

Sunday, May 5: 
• 9:00 am – Sunday School 
• 10:00 am – Worship Service: EASTER 6 

• 11:00 am -- SPRING CLEANUP 

• 11:30 am – Confirmation 

Monday, May 6: 
• Christian Education Meeting @ 4:00 pm in Library  
• Girl Scouts Meeting @ 6:15 pm in Old Fellowship Hall 
• Boy Scouts Meeting @ 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, May 7: 
• Bible Study @ 12:00 pm – Zoom Call 
• Transition Team Meeting @ 7:00 pm in Library 

Wednesday, May 8: 
• Quilters Meet @ 9:30 am 

• Faith Bells Rehearsal @ 6:30 pm 

• Chancel Choir Rehearsal @ 7:30 pm 

Friday, May 10: 
• Private Event / CAMTA @ 9:00 am - 12:00 pm in Sanctuary 

Saturday, May 11: 
• Private Event @ 8:00 am - 12:00 pm in Music Room  
• Private Event @ 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm in Kitchen/Fellowship Hall  

Sunday, May 12: 
• 9:00 am – Sunday School 
• 10:00 am – Worship Service: Ascension of our Lord 
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FAITH VOLUNTEERS 

May 5 

Reader:  Alexa Warwick  
Greeter(s):  Help Needed 
Lay Assistant:  Mike Eschelbach 
Coffee Hour:  Sollenberger & Nelson 
Altar Care:  Rich Weingartner 
Ushers:  John & Elaine Harrison 
Acolyte:  Abby Steinke 

May 12 

Reader:  Lois Neves 
Greeter(s):  Doug & Linda Hirt 
Lay Assistant:  Ryan Thompson 
Coffee Hour:  Thompsons  
Altar Care:  Tammy Heilman 
Ushers:  McCracken / Milne 
Acolyte:  Andrew Herek 

 
 

WEEKLY OFFERING REPORT 

 

April 21, 2024 

Loose Cash $ 17.00 
Loose Checks $ 50.00 
General Fund $ 695.00 
Building Rental $ 200.00 
Green Team Bags $ 130.00 
Youth – Sunday School $ 2.00 
Pantry Fund $ 39.00 
            Subtotal $ 1,133.00 
Vanco 
  General Operating $ 2,591.50 
  Youth $ 25.25 
  Building  $ 25.00 
 Subtotal $ 2,641.75 

  TOTAL $ 3.774.75 
 

April 28, 2024 

Loose Cash $ 45.00 
General Fund $ 2,785.00 
Building Rental $ 350.00 
Green Team Bags $ 20.00 
Kitchen Cart $ 150.00 
Parish House $ 238.05 
            Subtotal $ 3,588.05 
Vanco 
  General Operating $ 121.00 
  Pantry Fund $ 69.99 
 Subtotal $ 190.99 

  TOTAL $ 3,779.04 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Hi Everyone – I’ve been asked for your help in ensuring that the entire 
church building is secure (lights out, doors locked, office locked, etc.) 
when you leave and are the last person out. There have been several 
instances recently where someone enters the church and finds these 
things are not done. Thanks in advance for your help! 

 

CELEBRATION SUNDAY -  MAY 19 

This is a busy day for us ... we will be celebrating: 

• Music Sunday 

• Recognition of Graduates 

• Affirmation of Baptism 

We invite all family and friends to join us on this celebratory Sunday. There will be a 

cake honoring all of these people during coffee hour. 

******************************************************************* 

 

Hallelujah! 

  

The property sale is final! We will be scheduling a mortgage 

burning celebration in the near future. Thank you to ALL who 

assisted with this project...starting 6 years ago! 

 


