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EASTER 5 / COMPASSION SUNDAY 
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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517-349-0620 

 

FLC Staff 

Pastor ……..…………..………………………………………………...…………………………..…………  Bruce Thorsen 

Music Director ……………………………………..........……………………………..…  Deb Borton-McDonough 
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Youth & Education Director ………………..………......................................................  Pam Williams 

Sound Technicians …………………………………………………………..…...  Cody Boyan & Raymond Herek 
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Facebook Page ……………………....……………………………..….…  facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

WIFI: Faith Lutheran; Password: LutheranFaith 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of 
the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the 
mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John. 
Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive 
with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his 
table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 
 
PRELUDE 

“Awake, O Sleeper”         arr. David Cherwien 

 
“12This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  14You are 
my friends if you do what I command you.” John 15:12-14 NRSV 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our 
joy.  Amen. 
 
Look, here is water!  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for 
us. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the 
deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant 
rivers. The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led 
the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert 
pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 
Look, here is water!  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates 
of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad 
hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of 
living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

Look, here is water!  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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GATHERING SONG – Now the Green Blade Rises (ELW 379)  
 

 
 
 

 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  
  

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish 
our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness 
of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40 

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his 
African home after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their 
encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is 
baptized by Philip. 

A reading from Acts. 

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up 
and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot 
and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, 
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 
him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its 
shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation?    
For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting 
with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they 
were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, 
here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the 
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the 
water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit 
of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his 
way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through 
the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 22:25-31 

 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the 
sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the LORD give praise! 
May your hearts live forever! 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; all the families 
of nations shall bow before God. 
 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations.  
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who go down 
to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, whom they shall proclaim to 
generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying to them, 
“The LORD has acted!”  
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SECOND READING: 1 JOHN 4:7-21 

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, 
whom we have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. 
Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others because the essence of 
God is love. 

A reading from First John. 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God 
is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into 
the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 
another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and 
his love is perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 
Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has 
for us. 
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 
them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on 
the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in 
love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved 
us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God 
whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those 
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON – ELLEN MILNE – CAMPASSION INTERNATIONAL 

NOISY OFFERING FOR PARISH HOUSE 



9 

 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: JOHN 15:1-8 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they 
would have with him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart 
from him, they can do nothing. 
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 
make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have 
spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit 
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me 
is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into 
the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that 
you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – We Know That Christ Is Raised (ELW 449) 

  

 

 

  

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen, and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 

“Partnership of Faith”         Tina English 
Chancel Choir; Tammy Heilman, Soloist 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for 
freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to 
be our Redeemer. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await 
your promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this 
bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as your 
chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. Through him all glory and 
honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both 
now and forever.   
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at 
God’s table. 
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COMMUNION  

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG

 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 

“Spring Carol”           Richard Proulx 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.   

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your 
love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 
abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.   

Amen. 
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BLESSING 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 
hope ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG – Awake, O’ Sleeper, Rise from Death (ELW 452) 

 
 
 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

QUARTERLY MEETING 

  

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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Compassion Sunday is coming to Faith Lutheran Church 

Compassion International is a Christian charity that connects caring 
people with individual children who live in poverty around the world.  
Compassion helps the “whole child” with nutritional support, educational 
assistance, career skills, social skills, and spiritual guidance. Compassion 
provides resources to help children break the cycle of poverty and reach 
their full potential. 

I first learned about Compassion International here at Faith Lutheran 
Church in 2012.  A member of the church who sponsored a compassion 
child set up a table in the narthex for a Compassion event.  On the table 
were photographs of impoverished children from around the world.  I was 
immediately drawn to a photo of a 4-year-old boy from Peru named Cesar.  
I felt a deep sense of calling to help this child and our family decided to 
sponsor Cesar.  Soon after, our family received a booklet with information 
about Cesar, his family, his community, and the student center he would 
attend on a regular basis.   

Our family began sending and receiving letters and photos from Cesar.  
At first, the letters from Cesar were crayon pictures he drew for us and 
notes from staff members about things like Cesar’s favorite food, chicken 
stew.  We continued to receive letters on a regular basis.  After a while 
the letters were dictated by Cesar and translated by staff members.  Then 
came letters in Cesar’s own handwriting with questions for us about our 
family, traditions, and community.  As his education progressed Cesar 
wrote longer letters in cursive.  We continue to enjoy letters from Cesar 
and learning more about him and how Compassion International is 
changing his life.  Cesar is now 16 years old and in his last year of high 
school.  In a recent letter he told us that after high school he wants to 
continue his studies and become a “good professional”.   

It has been a blessing to be part of Cesar’s life and to see him grow 
physically, academically, and spiritually through the years.  I am so glad 
that our family made the decision to sponsor that little boy so many years 
ago. Today, Sunday - April 28th, I will be hosting a Compassion 

Sunday event at Faith.  I hope you will visit the event table after the 

service to learn more about Compassion International, ask questions, 

and perhaps even choose your own impoverished child to sponsor. 
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FLC SCHEDULE 

Sunday, April 28: 

• 9:00 am – Sunday School 
• 10:00 am – Worship Service: EASTER 5/Compassion Sunday 
• 11:00 am -- Quarterly Congregational Meeting 
• 11:30 am – Confirmation  

Monday, April 29: 

• Girl Scouts Meeting @ 6:15 pm – Old Fellowship Hall 
• Boy Scouts Meeting @ 7:00 pm – Fellowship Hall 
• RIC Meeting @ 7:00 pm - Library 

Tuesday, April 30: 

• Bible Study @ 12:00 pm – Zoom Call 

Wednesday, May 1: 

• Quilters Meet @ 9:30 am 
• Faith Bells Rehearsal @ 6:30 pm 
• Singing Sinners / Chancel Choir Rehearsal @ 7:30 pm  

Thursday, May 2: 

• Alzheimer’s Caregivers’ Support Group Meeting @ 7:00 am  

Friday, May 3: 

• Girls Only Lock-In @ 5:00 pm (until 9:00 am Saturday) 

Saturday, May 4: 

• Girls Only Lock-In until 9:00 am  

Sunday, May 5: 

• 9:00 am – Sunday School 
• 10:00 am – Worship Service – EASTER 6  
• 11:00 am – SPRING CLEANUP 
• 11:30 am – Confirmation  
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FAITH VOLUNTEERS 

April 28 
Reader:  Jamie Royalty  
Greeter(s):  Lois Neves 
Lay Assistant:  Doug Hirt 
Coffee Hour:  Hereks  
Altar Care:  Heidi Bowers 
Ushers:  Linda & Doug Hirt 
Acolyte:  Makayla Marquardt 

May 5 
Reader:  Alexa Warwick  
Greeter(s):  Help Needed 
Lay Assistant:  Mike Eschelbach 
Coffee Hour:  Who wants to?  
Altar Care:  Rich Weingartner 
Ushers:  John & Elaine Harrison 
Acolyte:  Abby Steinke 

 
 

WEEKLY OFFERING REPORT 

 

April 14, 2024 

Loose Cash $ 58.00 
General Fund $ 8,060.00 
Building Rental $ 50.00 
Pantry Fund $ 231.62 
Parish House $ 50.00 
            Subtotal $ 8,459.62 
Vanco 
  General Operating $ 121.00 
 Subtotal $ 121.00 

  TOTAL $ 8.580.62 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Hi Everyone – I’ve been asked for your help in ensuring that the entire church 
building is secure (lights out, doors locked, office locked, etc.) when you leave and 
are the last person out. There have been several instances recently where 
someone enters the church and finds these things are not done. Thanks in advance 
for your help! 

 



19 

 

 

FRIENDLY REMINDER - SPRING CLEANUP is next Sunday, May 5th, following 

Worship Service. Please bring your gloves and tools. The rain date is May 19th. 

 

GRADUATION RECOGNITION will be during the Worship Service on May 19. Please 
review the announcement regarding graduates in the May newsletter (coming out 
next week). 


