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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery 
of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather 
with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With 
Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken 
bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of open 
doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in 
need. 
 
PRELUDE 

 “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”       arr. Robert A. Hobby 

“12This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  14You are 
my friends if you do what I command you.” John 15:12-14 NRSV 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our 
joy.  Amen. 
 
Look, here is water!  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for 
us. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the 
deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant 
rivers. The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led 
the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert 
pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 
Look, here is water!  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates 
of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad 
hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of 
living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

Look, here is water!  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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GATHERING SONG - That Easter Day with Joy was Bright (ELW 384)  

 
 

 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  
  

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the 
grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all 
that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35 

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early 
Christian community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help 
their fellow believers who were in need. 

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was 
held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not 
a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and 
brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it 
was distributed to each as any had need. 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 133 (Read in Unison) 

1-3How wonderful, how beautiful, when brothers and sisters get along! It’s like 
costly anointing oil flowing down head and beard, flowing down Aaron’s beard, 
flowing down the collar of his priestly robes. It’s like the dew on Mount Hermon 
flowing down the slopes of Zion. Yes, that’s where GOD commands the blessing, 
ordains eternal life. 
 
“The Message” (paraphrase of the Bible)                         Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson 

Second Reading: 1 John 1:1--2:2 

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but 
our confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through 
Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light. 

1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and 
testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was 
revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with 
his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65
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5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light 
and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him 
while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk 
in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is 
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us. 
 
2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but 
also for the sins of the whole world. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words 
to Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
    19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 
he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger 
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life 
in his name. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – We Walk by Faith (ELW 635) 

 
 

 
CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen, and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
“Run, Mary, Run”          Joseph Martin 

Chancel Choir / Singing Sinners 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and 
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for 
freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to 
be our Redeemer. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await 
your promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this 
bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as your 
chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. Through him all glory and 
honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both 
now and forever.  Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at 
God’s table. 
 
COMMUNION  

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 

“That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”       arr. Dale Wood 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your 
love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 
abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.  
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 

hope ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[TEAR AT THE DOTTED LINE – AND TAKE WITH YOU.] 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he 
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise 
from the dead on the third day 47 and that repentance and forgiveness 
of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. Luke 24:45-48 NRSVU 
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SENDING SONG – Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen (ELW 548) 
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DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE 

 “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”    arr. Robert Buckley Farlee 
 

 

FAITH VOLUNTEERS 
 

Reader:  John Harrison 
Greeter(s):  John & Ramona Backman 
Lay Assistant:  Randy Royalty 
Coffee Hour:  Schuettler’s 
 

Altar Care:  Cecelia Kramer 
Ushers:  Mark & Gwynne Kadrofske 
Acolyte:  Jasper Wawrzynski 
 
  

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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WEEKLY OFFERING REPORT 

 
 March 24, 2024 
 
Loose Cash $ 37.26 
General Fund $ 1,995.00 
Easter Flowers $ 140.00 
Quilters $ 75.00 
Quilter Auction $ 150.00 
Facility Use $ 100.00 
Pantry Fund $ 68.41 
Parish House $ 1,872.46 
Youth (includes Retreat) $ 200.00 
            Subtotal $ 4,638.13 
Vanco 
  General Operating $ 835.00 
             Subtotal $ 835.00 
             TOTAL  $  5,473.13 

March 31, 2024 

Loose Cash $ 178.00 
General Fund $ 4,175.00 
Easter Flowers $ 40.00 
Parish House $ 100.00 
            Subtotal $ 4,493.00 
Vanco 
  General Operating $ 220.00 
  Pantry Fund $ 50.00 
             Subtotal $ 270.00 
    TOTAL               $ 4,763.00 

FLC SCHEDULE 
Sunday, April 7: 

• 9:00 am – Sunday School 
• 10:00 am – Worship Service: EASTER 2 
• 11:30 am – Confirmation 

Monday, April 8: 
• Girl Scouts Meeting @ 6:15 pm – Old Fellowship Hall 
• Boy Scouts Meeting @ 7:00 pm – Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, April 9: 
• Bible Study @ 12:00 pm – Zoom Call 
• Transition Team @ 7:00 pm 

Wednesday, April 10: 
• Quilters Meet @ 9:30 am 
• Faith Bells Rehearsal @ 6:30 pm 
• Chancel Choir Rehearsal @ 7:30 pm 

Friday, April 12: 
• Samaritas Behavioral Health Staff Training – Fellowship Hall, 8am-5pm 

Sunday, April 14: 
• 9:00 am – Sunday School 
• 10:00 am – Worship Service: EASTER 3 
• 11:30 am – Confirmation 


