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LENT 5 
March 17, 2024 

 

10:00 AM 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . . we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, study and fellowship 
. . . we Equip the people of God with a faith that works in real life 

. . . we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor ……..…………..………………………………..………………………….…………  Bruce Thorsen 
Music Director ……………………………………..........…………...…  Deb Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist ……………………………….…………………………………………  Bruce Williams 
Administrative Assistant …..……………………………..……….……………  Connie Denbrock 
Youth & Education Director ………………..……….................................... Pam Williams 
Sound Technicians …………………………………………...   Cody Boyan & Raymond Herek 
Church email …………………………………………….…...... faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website …………………………………………………......…….  www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page ……………………....……………….…  facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

WIFI: Faith Lutheran; Password: LutheranFaith 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a 
covenant that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this 
promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on 
the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and 
draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We join together in worship, sharing in 
word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share God’s love with all the 
world. 

 
PRELUDE 

“What Wondrous Love is This”      arr. Lloyd Larson 
Faith Bells 

 
“Make me to know your ways, O God; teach me your paths.” Psalm 25:4 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

[All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins.] 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, 
who draws all people together through Jesus.  
Amen. 
 
Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 
 
[Silence is kept for reflection.] 
 
Holy God, 
We confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. 
We hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. 
We speak in ways that silence others.  
We are silent when we should speak up. 
We keep score in our hearts. 
We let hurts grow into hatred. 
For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Here is a flood of grace: 
Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, breaks every snare of sin, 
washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ.   
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN – WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS (ELW 803) 
 

 
 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 
  

             ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 



4 

KYRIE – Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery – (ELW 334) 

 

 

 
  

           ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our 
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and 
death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

A reading from Jeremiah. 

The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the 
covenant established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make 
a new covenant with the people. There will be no need to teach the law, because 
God will write it on their hearts. 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they 
teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM:  Psalm 51:1-12 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great 
compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my 
sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are 
justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know 
wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be purer 
than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 11Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your bountiful 
Spirit.  
 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:5-10 

A reading from Hebrews. 

Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains 
how Christ lived in trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the 
source of our eternal salvation. 

     5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by 
the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”;  
    6as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the 
order of Melchizedek.” 
 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was 
heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became 
the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by 
God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.  
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 



7 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – I Love You, Lord  Words and Music by Laurie Klein 
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GOSPEL: John 12:20-33 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here 
Jesus’ words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into 
the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be gathered. 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, 
“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip 
went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world 
will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, 
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your 
name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others 
said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for 
your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this 
world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON – The Rev. David Sprang, Assistant to the Bishop and Director 
for Evangelical Mission 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – THY WORD IS A LAMP (W&P 144) 

 

 
  

           ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come.   
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

PRAYER SONG – Open Our Eyes (W&P 113) 

 
  CCLI: Streaming License #CSPL141616 Size B. CCLI Church Copyright License 
#720217 

 
PRAYERS  
 

Response: Your mercy is great. 
 

Sing PRAYER SONG again (repeat above) 

           ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
“Mercy”          Craig Courtney 

Chancel Choir 

 
[Please stand if you are able.] 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts 
that we have gathered so that all people may know your goodness. Feed 
us not only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We 
pray this in your name. 

Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their  
hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the 
gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - (ELW 190) 

 

 
 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Amen. 

           ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kin[g]-dom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin[g]-dom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Bread for the journey. 
A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 

COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 

COMMUNION SONG:  LAMB OF GOD (Your Only Son) – (ELW 336) 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
“Christ, the Life of All the Living”        arr. Flor Peeters 

 
[Please stand if you are able.] 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. Amen 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to 
feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless 

you and keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ 

give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG – CHRIST, THE LIFE OF ALL THE LIVING (ELW 339) 
 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Share God’s grace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 "Toccata in D Minor”        Johann Jacob Froberger 

           ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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FAITH VOLUNTEERS 

 
Reader:  Megan Nyquist     Greeter(s):  Doug & Linda Hirt 

Lay Assistant:  Ray Herek   Altar Care:  Jamie Royalty 
Ushers:  Doug & Linda Hirt   Coffee Hour:  The Boyan’s 
Acolyte:  Isaak Nyquist 

 
WEEKLY OFFERING REPORTS 

 
March 3, 2024 

General Fund $ 9,032.00 
Easter Flowers $         
80.00 
Memorial $  325.00 
Worship $ 50.00 
Youth-Transition Team $ 265.05 
Pantry Fund $       50.00 
   Subtotal $ 9,802.05 
 

               TOTAL  $  9,802.05 
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FLC SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday, March 17: 

• 9:00 am – Sunday School 
• 10:00 am – Worship Service:  5th Sunday in Lent 

• 11:00 am – Worship Committee Meeting – LIBRARY 
• 11:30 am – Confirmation – FELLOWSHIP HALL 

• 1:30 pm – Pastor David Sprang-Demographics Presentation - 

SANCTUARY 

Monday, March 18: 
 

• Girl Scouts Meeting @ 6:15 pm – Old Fellowship Hall 
• Boy Scouts Meeting @ 7:00 pm – Fellowship Hall 

• Church Council Meeting @ 7:00 pm – LIBRARY 

Tuesday, March 19: 
 

• Bible Study @ 12:00 pm – Zoom Call 

Wednesday, March 20: 

• Quilters Meet @ 9:30 am 

• FLC Staff Meeting @ 10:15 am 
• LUNCH BUNCH @ 11:45 am  

• Faith Bells Rehearsal @ 6:15 pm 
• Holden Evening Prayer @ 7:15 pm 

• Chancel Choir Rehearsal @ 7:45 pm 

Thursday, March 21: 

• Sanctuary Piano Tuning @ 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Sunday, March 24: 

• 10:00 am – Worship Service: PALM/PASSION SUNDAY 
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Silent Auction for Two Beautiful Quilts! – DUE SUNDAY 

To raise money to continue their work, the quilting team here at Faith has completed 
two beautiful queen/king size quilts for silent auction. The quilts will be on display in 
the Narthex from Sunday, February 18 through Sunday, March 17, so place your bids! 
Bidding sheets are located next to the quilts. (If you don’t need a quilt, there’s also a 
donation can, and all amounts are welcome!) 

The quilting team meets at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday mornings in the church basement. 
We work for an hour, break for coffee and snacks, and then continue working until 
11:30 a.m. or so. Come join in when you have time. You don’t need to know how to 
sew, and we’d love to have more people. More hands can make more quilts, and we 
know there’s a need. 

 

HOLY WEEK / EASTER SCHEDULE 
 
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY 
Worship @ 10:00 am 
Blessings of the Palms & Processional 
The Reading of the Passion According to Mark 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Thursday, March 28 @ 7:00 pm 
Washing of Feet, Holy Communion, & Stripping of the altar 
  
GOOD FRIDAY 
Friday, March 29 @ 7:00 pm 
Community Service here at Faith 
A Tenebrae Service with the Reading of the Passion according to John and the 
Procession of the Cross 
  
EASTER DAY 
Sunday, March 31  
Easter Brunch @ 8:45 am 
Festival Worship @ 10:00 am 
Music by Brass Quartet and Chancel Choir  

 



20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright Information 

Acknowledgments: Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAfirst S000803. CCLI: Streaming License #CSPL141616 Size B. CCLI Church Copyright 
License #720217 Size B. Podcast/Streaming and Music printed by permission under OneLicense #A-708005. Scripture is 
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. The Inclusive Bible, Copyright 2007 Future Church. 

Property Committee News 

Our annual yard Spring Cleanup will be on Sunday, May 5th after 

the morning service. We will do the usual trimming, weed pulling, 

clean the stairwells, etc. The rain date will be May 19th. Please put 

it on your calendar and help us if you can.  

Thank you,  

Property Committee 


