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Baptism of Our Lord 

January 7, 2024 

10:00 AM 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 

517-349-0620 
 

To make disciples for Jesus Christ . . .  
. . . we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, study and fellowship 

. . . we Equip the people of God with a faith that works in real life 

. . . we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 

Pastor ……..…………..………………………………..……….… Bruce Thorsen 

Music Director ……………………..………...… Deb Borton-McDonough 

Organist/Pianist ……………………………….….…………… Bruce Williams 

Administrative Assistant …..…………..……………… Connie Denbrock 

Youth & Education Director ………………..………........ Pam Williams 

Sound Technicians …………………..  Cody Boyan & Raymond Herek 

Church email ………………….…...... faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 

Website …………………………....……. www.faithlutheranokemos.org 

Facebook Page ……..………… facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

WIFI: Faith Lutheran; Password: LutheranFaith 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the 
Spirit of God moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in 
Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ 
baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the 
Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ 
mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and 
peace. 
 

PRELUDE 

“As with Gladness Those of Old”      arr. Paul Manz 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P: Holy God, you are an endless fountain of mercy, flooding us with grace 
upon grace. In these waters, we are made new. In these waters, you 
adopt us into your family. In these waters, we become beloved 
community. 
C: We belong to the beloved community. 
P: Loving Christ, your forgiveness is wider than the sea. In these waters, 
we have a new beginning. In these waters, we die and rise with you. In 
these waters, we become your receptacles of light. 
C: We belong to the beloved community. 
P: Spirit of life and truth, you move us into the future. In these waters, 
our hearts are stirred. In these waters, our hope is refreshed. In these 
waters, our mission is renewed. 
C: We belong to the beloved community. 
P: Siblings in Christ, we belong to the beloved community, forgiven, 
unbound, drenched with grace, set free for a future full of hope, not fear. 
C: We belong to the beloved community. Alleluia!  
Amen. 

Thanksgiving for Baptism written by Linnea Clark and Worship Team for 2019 SEPA Synod Assembly. First used at 
Holy Communion Worship at the 2019 ELCA Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod Assembly. 
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GATHERING HYMN - AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD (ELW 302) 

 
PRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE A-708005 

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 

 
 
GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over 

the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, 

that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5 

A reading from Genesis. 

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. 
This familiar story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced 
much chaos in their history. It remains good news for us. God created and 
continues to create new life. 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the 
earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, 
“Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 29 

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters.  

1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the 

beauty of holiness. 

3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the 

LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a 

voice of splendor.  

5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars 

of Lebanon; 
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a 

young wild ox. 

7The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the 

wilderness of Kadesh.  

9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests 

bare. And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as 

king forevermore. 

11O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of 

peace.  
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SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7 

A reading from Acts. 

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of 
repentance but had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the 
name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them 
and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit. 

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions 
and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, 
“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They 
replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then 
he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into 
John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come 
after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy 
Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
7altogether there were about twelve of them. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-11 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one 
on whom the Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others 
with the Holy Spirit. 

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is 
written in the prophet Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of 
you, who will prepare your way; 3the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,'" 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one 
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; 
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he 
saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on 
him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.”  
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON                   

 
HYMN OF THE DAY – BAPTIZED AND SET FREE (ELW 453)

 
PRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE A-708005 

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our 

prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves. 

… 
God, in your mercy, Receive our prayer. 

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your 

abundant grace. 

Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
“When the Angels’ Song is Silent”         Mary Kay Beall 

Singing Sinners 
 

Please stand if you are able. 
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OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray. Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the 
oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your 
works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and 
freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior.  
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and 
praise. 
 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ.  By the leading of a star he was shown 
forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your 
beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your 
glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for 
the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the 
prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to 
your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full 
of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and 
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May 
your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kin[g]-dom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin[g]-dom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

COMMUNION  

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 

COMMUNION SONG 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
“We Three Kings of Orient Are”     arr. Raymond Haan 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth 

abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love 

kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG - Crashing Waters at Creation (ELW 455) 

 
 
PRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE A-708005 

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 

 

DISMISSAL 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   
“Toccata No. 4”            Claudio Merulo 
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FAITH VOLUNTEERS 

Reader:  John McCracken  Greeter(s):  Mike Eschelbach 
Lay Assistant:  Ryan Thompson  Altar Care:  Tammy Heilman 
Ushers:  Jon & Elaine Harrison  Nursery:  Open, but not staffed 
Acolyte:  Maddie Webb  Coffee Hour: John & Ramona Backman 

 

   OFFERING REPORTS 

 
January   -   November 2023 

Income $ 273,234 

Expenses $ 301,686 

Net Income (Loss) $  (28,452) 

 
WEEKLY OFFERING REPORTS 

 

December 24 
Loose Cash $  379.00 
General Fund $  8,095.00 
Building Rental $  100.00 
Pantry Fund  $  600.00 
Parish House $  600.00 
Staff Appreciation $  125.00 
   Subtotal $   9,899.00 
Vanco 
  General Operating $  495.00 
  Staff Appreciation $  50.50 
  Pantry Fund $  111.99 
   Subtotal $  657.49 

     TOTAL           $ 10,556.49

December 29* 
General Fund $  1,565.00 
   Subtotal $   1,565.00 
Vanco 
  General Operating $  550.00 
  Pantry Fund $  50.00 
   Subtotal $  600.00 

 TOTAL  $   2,165.00 

 
*December 31, 2023, contributions could not be 

deposited until January 2, 2024, due to the banks 

being closed. Therefore, December 31, 2023, 

contributions will be included with the January 7, 

2024, contribution amounts. 
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FLC Building Hours/Schedule/Events 

Reminder: I (Connie) will be away from the office January 11-26.  I am still 
working, so please leave a message on the voicemail and/or send me an email 
at connie@faithlutheranokemos.org. 

Sunday, Jan. 7:  

• 9:00 am – Sunday School 
• 9:15 am – Chancel Choir/Singing Sinners Warm-up 
• 10:00 am – Worship Service:  Baptism of our Lord 
• 11:30 am – Confirmation 

You can view the Worship Service on our Facebook page (click the 
link below) https://www.facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos/videos/ 

Monday, Jan. 8: 

• Boy Scouts Meeting @ 7:00 pm – FELLOWSHIP HALL 

Tuesday, Jan. 9: 

• Bible Study @ 12:00 pm – Zoom Call 
• Transition Team Meeting @ 7:00 pm - LIBRARY 

Wednesday, Jan. 10: 

• Quilters Meet @ 9:30 am 

• Faith Bells Rehearsal @ 6:30 pm 

• Chancel Choir Rehearsal @ 7:30 pm 

Friday, Jan. 12: 

• Private Event @ 9:00 am – Noon – SANCTUARY 

Sunday, Jan. 14:  

• 9:00 am – Sunday School 
• 10:00 am – Worship Service:  Epiphany 2 

mailto:connie@faithlutheranokemos.org
https://www.facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos/videos/
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Annual Contribution Statements have been placed in your paper mailbox 

at the church OR mailed via the US Postal Service. Please check your 

paper mailbox at church. If you don't find it there, it is probably on its 

way to your house via the US Postal Service. Please let Connie know if 

you don't receive it by January 8th. 

 

FLC Website Links:  

 Main Page 

 Live-streamed worship services through our Facebook page 

at https://www.facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 Calendar of Events 
  

https://faithlutheranokemos.org/
https://www.facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos
https://faithlutheranokemos.org/calendar/
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