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Introduction to the Day

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an
image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians,
the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ,
given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at
baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share
Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.

PRELUDE
“I Sing the Mighty Power of God” arr. Anna Laura Page

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who greets us in this and every
season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.
Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have hurt our community.

We have squandered your blessings.

We have hoarded your bounty.

In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak.

We have spoken falsely.

In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.

God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven in the name of *F Jesus Christ.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN —You Are Holy (ELW 525)
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisling minister
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your
merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7

A reading from Isaiah.

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship
between God and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising
vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought
forth “wild grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and
righteousness were expected.

'Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. ‘He dug it and cleared it of
stones and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst
of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it
yielded wild grapes. *And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of
Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. “What more was there to do
for my vineyard that | have not done in it? When | expected it to yield
grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?

>And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard. | will remove its
hedge, and it shall be devoured; | will break down its wall, and it shall be
trampled down. °l will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and
it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; | will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.



’For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people
of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed;
righteousness, but heard a cry!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 80:7-15

’Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be
saved.

®You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations
and planted it.

“You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land.
'“The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar
trees by its boughs.

“You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river.
’Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its
grapes?

*The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field
have grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;

>behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

A reading from Philippians.

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any
bearing in comparison to the right relationship he has been given through
the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to
press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.



“*If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more:
>circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; °as
to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless.

’Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. ®More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have
suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that |
may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my
own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ,
the righteousness from God based on faith. *°l want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like
him in his death, *'if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

’Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal;
but | press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his
own. **Beloved, | do not consider that | have made it my own; but this one
thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead, *“l press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God
in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'’S SERMON

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death,
revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of
scripture.

#3“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another
country. **When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the
tenants to collect his produce. **But the tenants seized his slaves and
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. *°Again he sent other
slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way.
*’Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” **But
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir;
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” **So they seized him, threw
him out of the vineyard, and killed him. “°Now when the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” “'They said to him,
“He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard
to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”
“?Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone
that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the
Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?
“Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. ““The one
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone
on whom it falls.”

“>When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
realized that he was speaking about them. “°They wanted to arrest him,
but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY - The Church of Christ, in Every Age (ELW 729)
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DEDICATION OF LWR QUILTS AND KITS

LEADER: Let us pray. O Lord our God, maker of all things, you have
blessed us with so many Gifts — a good eye for color, the ability to make
fine stitches, the skills to develop ever-new and exciting patterns. Now
we offer the fruits of our labors, the Quilts we have made, to you.

PEOPLE: We dedicate these Quilts and Kits to your service, trusting that
your love will go wherever each Quilt or Kit is sent, making it more than
just a piece of material, a collection of items — making each piece we
have created an expression of love. There is no way for us to imagine the
power and effect an act of love can have on a person’s life — how you
can use something as small as a Quilt, a Personal Care Kit, a School Kit to
radiate your love from us to the world. May these be used in your service
and become blessings for all those who receive them.

LEADER: Lord, we know that all we possess comes from your loving hand.
Give us grace to honor you with all of our being: draw our hearts to you,
guide our minds, fill our imaginations, control our wills, so that we may
be wholly yours. Use us as you will, always to your glory and the welfare
of your people. Amen.

Litany written by Shirley Splittgerber of Omaha, Nebraska, for the Nebraska Synodical Women’s Organization’s
LWR Workday

CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. |
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the
church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the
prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through
Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

“Jubilate Deo” Dale Wood
Singing Sinners Choir

Please stand if you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your
hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come
to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.
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PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,
whom you sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to
proclaim to us your will.

He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created all
things, and in whom you take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven
to a virgin’s womb. He there took on our nature and our lot and was
shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people;
he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering
those who trust you.

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to
destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot,
to give light to the righteous, to establish his covenant, and to show forth
the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread and
cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you
and to serve you as your priestly people.

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who
share this bread and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our
faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus
Christ; through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, with
the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kin[gldom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin[g]ldom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

“Thine” arr. Aaron David Miller

Please stand if you are able.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. The God of
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. The God of all grace *+ bless you
now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG — THINE THE AMEN (ELW 826)
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
“Voluntary No. 4” Charles Wesley
Reader: Bob Nelson Greeter(s): Chris & Jean Lewis
Lay Assistant: Kim O’Brien Altar Care: Elaine Harrison
Ushers: John McCracken/Ken Milne Nursery: Open, but not staffed
Acolyte: Abigail Steinke Coffee Hour: Chris & Jean Lewis
January - August 2023
Income $204,178
Expenses $222,932
Net Income (Loss) S (18,754)
WEEKLY OFFERING REPORTS
September 24 ] Cach October 1 S 20,00
Loose Cash S  40.00 00se Las
General Fund S 7,680.00 General Fund >1,630.00
Lutheran World Relief S 50.00 Living Water/Stony Lake 5 52.00
Parish House $  50.00 Subtotal §1,797.00
World Hunger S 10.00 Vanco ,
Youth* $  675.00 General Operating S 220.00
Subtotal $78,753.00 Pantry Fund 5 50.00
Vanco Subtotal S~ 270.00
General Operating S__ 975.00
Subtotal S~ 975.00 TOTAL 2,067.00
TOTAL S 9,728.00
*Nat’l Youth Gathering S 200.00
CHARGE S 475.00
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ANNOUNCEM
This week @ FLC:

Sunday, Oct. 8:

rm

NTS

. Worship Service @ 10:00 am
. Blessing of the Quilts and Kits -- during Service

You can view the Worship Service on our Facebook page (click the
link below) https://www.facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos/videos/

Monday, Oct. 9:

. Boy Scouts Meeting - Old Fellowship Hall @ 7:00 pm

Tuesday, Oct. 10:

. Noon Bible Study — Zoom Call

Wednesday, Oct. 11:

« Quilting and Packing @ 9:30 am
. Faith Bells Rehearsal @ 6:30 pm
. Chancel Choir Rehearsal @ 7:30 pm

Friday, Oct. 13:

. CAMTA - Sanctuary, 9:00 am-12:00 pm

Saturday, Oct. 14:

. Private Event — Fellowship Hall + Kitchen, 8 am-5:00 pm
« Quilt packing and transportation — Meet at FLC @ 10:00 am
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Lutheran World Relief Collection

The Quilting Group needs your help. They have worked hard
to make the quilts and collect items for the school kits and
personal care kits. Please help them deliver these items so
they can be shipped to those who need them. We will be
loading and transporting approximately 50 quilts, along with
the school kits and personal care kits, to the Samaritas
location in Howell. There are 8 large and 15 medium boxes.

Please meet us at FLC on Saturday, October 14 @ 10:00 am.

Contact Mavis Halvorson @ 517-256-7508 if you can help.

Fall Cleanup for the outside property will be Sunday, Nov. 5
after service and will include cake refreshments. Please join us if
you can. Gloves, shovels, hedge trimmers, tree branch pruners,
rakes, all would be appreciated. And an extra wheel barrow or two
would be great. The Rain Date will be Sunday, Nov. 12. Any
questions, see Bob Nelson or Rick Beaderstadt. Thank you.

Pastor Bruce will be installed on Sunday, October 22"

. Mark your calendars!

SINGING SINNERS SUNDAY

You are invited to join the Singing Sinners! We will rehearse together on the
first Wednesday of the month, then sing during worship on the following

Sunday. We head to Buddie’s after our rehearsal for fellowship time. Come
join us once - - or every month - - we’d love to see you!

NOVEMBER: Rehearse on November 1; sing during worship on November 5
DECEMBER: Rehearse on December 6; sing during worship on December 10

See you then!
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o FLC Calendar of Events: All scheduled Sunday Services, church events,
meetings, and facility use events are now posted on the FLC Website under
About Us / Calendar. OR, you can click “Calendar” from the top right corner of
the Home Page.

Here is the direct link: Faith Lutheran Church Calendar of Events.
Links to the Sunday Services (Recorded and Live), Tuesday Bible Studies (via
Zoom), etc., are available within the individual calendar events.
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