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September 10, 2023 
10:00 AM 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

To make disciples for Jesus Christ . . .  
. . . we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, study and fellowship 

. . . we Equip the people of God with a faith that works in real life 
. . . we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor ……..…………..………………………………..……….… Bruce Thorsen 
Music Director ……………………..……..… Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist ……………………………….……..…… Kathy Richardson 
Administrative Assistant …..…………..……………… Connie Denbrock 
Youth & Education Director ………………..………........ Pam Williams 
Sound Technicians …………………………………..…….  Raymond Herek 
Church email ……………………...... faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website …………………………...……. www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page ……..……..… facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 
WIFI: Faith Lutheran; Password: LutheranFaith 
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Introduction to the Day 
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in 
today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church 
discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from 
their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We 
gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts 
of peace and reconciliation. 
 
PRELUDE  
“Prelude #2”              by Felix Mendelssohn 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who greets us in this and every 
season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have hurt our community. 
We have squandered your blessings. 
We have hoarded your bounty. 
In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Righteous God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have failed to be honest. 
We have lacked the courage to speak. 
We have spoken falsely. 
In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 
God offers boundless grace when we fail. 
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 
you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.        Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN – Earth and All Stars (ELW 731) 

 
ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 

 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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 CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that 
is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11 

A reading from Ezekiel. 

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must 
faithfully convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is 
about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance 
will make the attack unnecessary. 

      7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever 
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I 
say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not 
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn 
the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, 
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our 
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of 
them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will 
you die, O house of Israel? 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40 
33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end. 
34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it 

with all my heart. 
35Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire. 
36Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.  
37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way. 
38Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you. 
39Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good. 
40Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven 

me. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14 

A reading from Romans. 

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart 
and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us. 

8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; 
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love 
is the fulfilling of the law. 
 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for 
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 
its desires.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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DEDICATION OF BACKPACKS 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the 
church as a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one 
member has sinned against another. 

“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the 
fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you 
have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two 
others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to 
the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – God, When Human Bonds are Broken (ELW 603) 

 
ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
 

 

INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in 
need. 
… 
God, in your mercy, Receive our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
“Good and Simple Gifts”, Natalie Sleeth      arr. Jean Anne Shafferman 

Singing Sinners Choir 

Please stand if you are able. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your 
hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come 
to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
Amen. 
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DIALOGUE  
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PREFACE  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 
whom you sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to 
proclaim to us your will. 
  

He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created all 
things, and in whom you take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven 
to a virgin’s womb. He there took on our nature and our lot and was 
shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering 
those who trust you. 
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He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to 
destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, 
to give light to the righteous, to establish his covenant, and to show forth 
the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread and 
cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you 
and to serve you as your priestly people. 
  

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who 
share this bread and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our 
faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus 
Christ; through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, with 
the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kin[g]dom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin[g]dom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”      Ken Medema 
“The Solid Rock”             Laura Bergquist 

Please stand if you are able. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. The God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound 

in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. The God of all grace ☩ bless you 
now and forever. 
 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG – WE ARE MARCHING IN THE LIGHT OF GOD (ELW 866) 

 
ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”     arr. Philip Keveren 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Reader: Megan Nyquist    Greeter(s): Marla Holle 
Lay Assistant: Doug Hirt    Altar Care: Elaine Harrison 
Ushers: John McCrackin/Ken Milne  Nursery: Open, but not staffed 
Acolyte/Crucifer: Calvin Kadrofske  Coffee Hour:  RALLY DAY Potluck

  
January - July 2023 

Income   $ 182,874 
Expenses   $ 186,938 
Net Income (Loss) $    (4,064)  

 
 
Weekly Offering Reports  

August 27 
Loose Cash $ 25.00 
Loose Checks $ 10.00 
General Fund $ 6,625.00 
Living Waters/Stony Lake $ 35.00 
Pantry Fund $ 140.00 
Parish House $ 25.00 
   Subtotal $ 6,860.00 
Vanco 

General Operating $ 350.00 
Subtotal $ 350.00 
 
TOTAL $ 7,210.00 

 
 
 
 

September 3 
Loose Cash $ 30.00 
General Fund $ 2,250.00 
Caring Committee $ 50.00 
Pantry Fund* $ 1,200.00 
Parish House $ 75.00 
   Subtotal $ 4,005.00 
Vanco 

General Operating $ 3,925.00 
Building $ 125.00 
Caring Committee $ 50.00 
Pantry Fund $ 100.00 
Parish House $ 50.00 

Subtotal $ 4.250.00 
 
TOTAL $ 8,255.00 

 
        *Friends of the Okemos Library 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• RALLY DAY is 9/10/2023!! Continental Breakfast @ 9:00 + Potluck will 
follow the 10:00am Service. 
 

• SUNDAY SCHOOL: Please Sign up to help with Sunday School!! 
We need people to sign up to teach Sunday School, especially on the 17th of 
September. 

 
• CONFIRMATION will be held two Sunday's a month after church from 

11:30 to 1:30. We will meet downstairs in the Fellowship Hall and 
parents will sign up for a light lunch for all. There will be a schedule 
sign-up available soon. In September, we will be meeting on the 17th, 
and then, in October, we will meet on the 1st and 15th. See September 
Newsletter for more info. 

 
• SPECIAL THANKS to the Board of Directors and the Friends of the 

Okemos Public Library for providing $1200 in support of the Micro 
Food Pantry at the Okemos Public Library.  And Thank You to Karen 
Fraser (who signed the check and sent it to the church!) 
 

• SINGING SINNERS SUNDAY will be the 1st Sunday of each month. Rehearsal 
will take place on the Wednesday prior to those Sundays. 
 

• Lutheran World Relief continues to give aid to refugees and persons displaced by 
natural and human disasters. We are collecting items for Personal Care kits (during 
September). Please see the Friday E-NEWS for the list of items requested. There is a 
Display Board and Collection Bin in the Narthex. 
Thank you - from the Stewardship Group - Women of Faith  

 
• Faith Lutheran Church Calendar of Events: All scheduled Sunday Services, church 

events, meetings, and facility use events are now posted on the FLC Website under 
About Us / Calendar. OR, you can click “Calendar” from the top right corner of the Home 
Page.  
Here is the direct link: Faith Lutheran Church Calendar of Events. Links to the 
Sunday Services (recorded and Live), Tuesday Bible Studies (via Zoom), etc., are 
available within the individual calendar events. 
 
 

https://faithlutheranokemos.org/calendar/
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• CHRIST’S KALEIDOSCOPE 
 
Instructors: Samuel Brink, Fortune Lake Lutheran Bible Camp intern and Pastor 
Bruce J. Thorsen, Faith, Okemos, Michigan.  
 
Sundays for five weeks, September 24-October 22 on Zoom 4 -5 p.m. Eastern 
Time, 3-4 Central Time. 
 
This five-week study focuses on resources that educate and deepen cultural 
competency regarding racial equity, our indigenous neighbors, and the 
LGBTQIA+ community. 
 
Together we will navigate media and text sources and engage in weekly group 
discussion as we seek greater awareness and Deeper understanding of these 
groups. The material for each week invites dialogue surrounding historical 
perspectives, contemporary realities, and implications for future action and 
advocacy. This is an extension of the 2023 Lenten Kaleidoscope Challenge that 
was done in Northern Great Lakes Synod. Each week of the study is grounded 
in our Christian faith and Lutheran tradition. As a person signs up they will be 
sent the media and text sources as well as a zoom invitation. 
Registration Link: Registration Form 

  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13NPykEXTDM3wpu_aNZVW9zanjcFYsdHq/edit
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