
1 

 

 

August 13, 2023 
10:00 AM 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  

To make disciples for Jesus Christ . . .  
. . . we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, study and fellowship 

. . . we Equip the people of God with a faith that works in real life 
. . . we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Presiding Pastor ……..…………..……………….…..……. John Schleicher 
Music Director …………………………….… Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist …………………………………….……...… Bruce Williams 
Administrative Assistant …..…………..……………… Connie Denbrock 
Youth & Education Director ………………..………........ Pam Williams 
Sound Technicians …………….  Zachary Hereza & Raymond Herek 
Church email ……………………...... faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website …………………………...……. www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page ……..……..… facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 
WIFI: Faith Lutheran; Password: LutheranFaith 



2 

Introduction to the Day 
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in 

the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the 

sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be 

afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of 

Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the 

refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends 

us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 
 

PRELUDE  
  “How Can I Keep from Singing?”        arr. Lani Smith 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who greets us in this and every 
season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have hurt our community. 
We have squandered your blessings. 
We have hoarded your bounty. 
In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Righteous God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have failed to be honest. 
We have lacked the courage to speak. 
We have spoken falsely. 
In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 
God offers boundless grace when we fail. 
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 
you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.        Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN – WHEN PEACE, LIKE A RIVER – (ELW 785) 

 
ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 

 

 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to 

be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and 

daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: 1 KINGS 19:9-18 

A reading from 1 Kings. 

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of 

God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God 

in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful 

believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to 

anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor. 

9At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the 
night there. 
  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” 10He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the 
God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown 
down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am 
left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
 11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for 
the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that 
it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, 
but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but 
the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but 
the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence.  
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13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out 
and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him 
that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have been 
very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 
take it away.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the 
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king 
over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; 
and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in 
your place. 17Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; 
and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will 
leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, 
and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13 

8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; for you speak peace to your 
faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 

9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your glory 
may dwell in our land.  

10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and 
peace have kissed each other. 

11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall 
look down from heaven. 

12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its 
increase. 

13Righteousness shall go before the LORD and shall prepare for God a 
pathway. 
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 10:5-15 
 
A reading from Romans. 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic 

efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus 

Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s 

saving actions. 

5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, 

that “the person who does these things will live by them.” 6But the 

righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, 

‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who 

will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 

dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in 

your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you 

confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with 

the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is 

saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to 

shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same 

Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, “Everyone 

who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And 

how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how 

are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they 

to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 

the feet of those who bring good news!” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little 

faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows 

how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains 

them in their time of fear and doubt. 
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22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the 

other side [of the Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And 

after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself 

to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the 

boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was 

against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward them 

on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they 

were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But 

immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be 

afraid.” 

 28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you 

on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started 

walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the 

strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 

“Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught 

him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they 

got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped 

him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – SHOUT TO THE LORD (ELW 821) 

 
ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in 
need. 
… 
God, in your mercy, Receive our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
"Brethren, We Have Come to Worship”           arr. Anne Krentz Organ 
Handbells: Elaine Harrison, Brenda Kopf, Megan Nyquist, Gretchen Paige  
 
Please stand if you are able. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and 
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger 
in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on 
the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,  
… 
be all honor and glory, now and forever.   
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kin[g]dom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin[g]dom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 

“Balm in Gilead”       arr. Joseph M. Martin 

Please stand if you are able. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray.  
We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at 
your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the 
world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed 
☩ bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG – MY LIFE FLOWS ON IN ENDLESS SONG (ELW 763) 

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-708005 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share and receive the Good News. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
"Shout To the Lord”        arr. Jerry Ray 
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___________________________________________________________________ 

Reader: John McCracken    Greeter(s): Ellen & Ken Milne 
Lay Assistant: Walter Kopf    Altar Care: Cecelia Kramer 
Ushers: Tammy & Warren Heilman  Nursery: Open, but not staffed 
Acolyte: Open      Coffee Hour: Angie & Ray Herek 

  
April - June 2023 

Income  $ 64,076 
Expenses  $ 73,267 

                                             Net Income (Loss) $ (9,191) 

  
  
 
Weekly Offering Reports  

 
July 30 

Loose Cash $ 6.00 
General Fund $  1,190.00 
Other / Scout Bridge $ 100.00 
Pantry Fund $ 221.25 
Parish House $ 25.00 
   Subtotal $ 1,542.25 
Vanco 

General Operating $ 451.00 
Pantry Fund $ 100.50 
Parish House $ 50.00 

Subtotal $ 602.00 
   

TOTAL $ 2,144.25 

 

 
 
 

August 6 
Loose Cash $ .25 
General Fund $  3,760.00 
   Subtotal $ 3,760.25 
Vanco 

General Operating $ 4,825.00 
Building $ 125.00 
Caring Committee $ 50.00 
Pantry Fund $ 50.00 
Parish House $ 50.00 

Subtotal $ 5,100.00 
 

TOTAL $ 8,860.25 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• LOST AND FOUND:  On the shelf above the coat rack in the Narthex. 
 

• Micro Pantry – NOISY Offering is today, the 13th. 
Pantry Items Needed This Week:   
- Macaroni or Spaghetti 
- Meals in a can like Spaghetti-O’s, stew 
- Canned Vegetables … anything, except green beans 

 
• The Caring Committee is asking for your help!  We are collecting Breakfast 

Foods for the Back-to-School Breakfast Bags starting August 1. We have 
received, from Meridian Township, a list of 12 families in need. Please see the 
Sign-up Genius link (below) for the list of foods needed this year.  The 
shopping cart will be in the Narthex beginning August 1. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E094CA4A62FA3F49-back 
Collect food:  August 1-31 
Food delivery:  Sunday, September 10 
 

• Lutheran World Relief continues to give aid to refugees and persons 
displaced by natural and human disasters. We are collecting items for School 
kits (during August) and Personal Care kits (during September). Please see 
the Friday E-NEWS for the list of items requested. There is a Display Board 
and Collection Bin in the Narthex. 
Thank you - from the Stewardship Group - Women of Faith  

 
• Faith Lutheran Church Calendar of Events: All scheduled Sunday Services, 

church events, meetings, and facility use events are now posted on the FLC 
Website under About Us / Calendar. OR, you can click “Calendar” from the top 
right corner of the Home Page.  
Here is the direct link: Faith Lutheran Church Calendar of Events. Links to 
the Sunday Services (recorded and Live), Tuesday Bible Studies (via Zoom), 
etc., are available within the individual calendar events. 
 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E094CA4A62FA3F49-back
https://faithlutheranokemos.org/calendar/
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