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Introduction to the Day

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the
treasures of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that
reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home,
yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a
great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise
is that God’s grace finds us first!

PRELUDE
“Trumpet Tune on Gather Us In” arr. Mark Himmelman

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who greets us in this and every
season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.
Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have hurt our community.

We have squandered your blessings.

We have hoarded your bounty.

In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak.

We have spoken falsely.

In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.

God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven in the name of *F Jesus Christ. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN — GATHER Us IN — (ELW 532)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your
Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit,
give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12

A reading from Kings.

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his
enemies, God gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people
well.

°At Gibeon the LorRD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God
said, “Ask what | should give you.” °And Solomon said, “You have shown
great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he
walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of
heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast
love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. ’And now,

O LorD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father
David, although | am only a little child; | do not know how to go out or
come in. °And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have
chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or
counted. “Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern
this your great people?”



91t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. **God said to him,
“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or
riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is right, **l now do according to your
word. Indeed | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has
been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136

12%Your decrees are wonderful; therefore, | obey them with all my heart.
13°When your word is opened it gives light; it gives understanding to the
simple.

131 open my mouth and pant because | long for your commandments.
32Turn to me and be gracious to me, as you always do to those

who love your name.

1330rder my footsteps in your word; let no iniquity have dominion over
me.

13“Rescue me from those who oppress me, and | will keep your
commandments.

135Let your face shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes.
13°Mly eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep your
teaching.



SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39

A reading from Romans.

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s
death for us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to
God'’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is
able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

’The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for

words. 2’And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God.

“2\We know that all things work together for good for those who love
God, who are called according to his purpose. *’For those whom he
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in
order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. *°And those
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

*'What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is
against us? *’He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for
all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? **Who will
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. **Who is to
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the
right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. >>Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? *°As it is written, “For your sake
we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be
slaughtered.”



*’No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us. **For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, *°nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good
news that “the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several
brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for
people’s lives.

*[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of
heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his
field;*%it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the
greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come
and make nests in its branches.”

*3He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that
a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was
leavened.”

““The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which
someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has
and buys that field.

“>“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls; “°on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he
had and bought it.

“7“pAgain, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea
and caught fish of every kind; “*when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat
down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. **So it will be
at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from
the righteous *’and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.



>1“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” °?And he said to
them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of
heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure

what is new and what is old.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: SEek YE FIRST, WOV 783

**INSTALLATION OF VBS STAFF

CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. |
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in
need.

God, in your mercy, Receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
“Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel” arr. Mark Patterson
Singing Sinners Summer Choir

Please stand if you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger
in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on
the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
... We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kin[gldom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin[g]dom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” arr. Aaron D. Miller

Please stand if you are able.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have
received at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity
into all the world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed

++ bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen.
13



SENDING SONG
Every Time I Feel the Spirit
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share and receive the Good News. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Heavenly Sunlight”

arr. Mark Hayes

Reader: Jamie Royalty

Lay Assistant: Paul Hereza

Ushers: Tammy & Warren Heilman
Acolyte: Open

Greeter(s): Chris & Jean Lewis
Altar Care: Brenda Kopf
Nursery: Open, but not staffed
Coffee Hour: Ray & Angie Herek

April - June 2023

Income S 64,076
Expenses S 73,267

Net Income (Loss) S (9,191)

Weekly Offering Report

July 16
General Fund S 150.00
Other / Scout Bridge S 50.00
Pantry Fund $ 209.80.00
Parish House S 250.00
Subtotal S 659.80
Vanco
General Operating S  350.00
Subtotal S 350.00
TOTAL S 1,009.80
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Quarterly Congregational Meeting — July 30", after the Worship Service
Please stay with us TODAY for the meeting (in the Sanctuary).

e Vacation Bible School:
Sunday, August 6th, we will be sharing Vacation Bible School for the whole
congregation. We hope to have many of the VBS kids come and share the
songs and skits and what was learned during the week. We hope to see
you all there.

Please see the Friday E-news for items that we need. If anyone has any of
these items we could borrow, please let me know, or bring them to the
church to put in my office. | will return the items. There is also a Sign-up
Genius for foods needed for VBS. Please use the link in Friday E-news to
donate.

e Faith Lutheran Church Calendar of Events: All scheduled Sunday Services,
church events, meetings, and facility use events are now posted on the
FLC Website under About Us / Calendar. OR, you can click “Calendar” from
the top right corner of the Home Page.

Here is the direct link: Faith Lutheran Church Calendar of Events. Links to
the Sunday Services (recorded and Live), Tuesday Bible Studies (via Zoom),
etc., are available within the individual calendar events.

e Lutheran World Relief continues to give aid to refugees and persons
displaced by natural and human disasters. We are collecting items for
School kits (during August) and Personal Care kits (during
September). Please see the Friday E-NEWS for the list of items requested.
There is a Display Board and Collection Bin in the Narthex.

Thank you - from the Stewardship Group - Women of Faith

Continued on Next Page
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e Coffee Hour Volunteers needed for August. Please add your name to the
sign-up sheet on the coffee counter. First and Last Name, please .... I'm still
learning who all of you are ©

e Micro Pantry
The next NOISY Offering will be July 30. Pantry Items Needed This Week:
— Kleenex
— Cans of Tuna
— Cans of Soup

**Installation of VBS Staff — 2023: Susan Barry, Heidi Bowers, Erica
Boyan, Angie Herek, Raymond Herek, Laurie Hereza, Zach Hereza, Calvin
Kadrofske, Brenda Kopf, Paige Lewis, Samantha Magyar, John McCracken,
Melanie Milam, Connie Nelson, Jody Newman, Megan Nyquist, Abby
Steinke.
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