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July 2, 2023 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 
. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith that works in real life 
. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor ………………………………………..…………...………. Bruce Thorsen 
Music Director …………………………….… Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist ………………………………….…….…..… Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary …………………………..……………… Connie Denbrock 
Youth & Education Director ………………..………........ Pam Williams 
Sound Technicians …………….  Zachary Hereza & Raymond Herek 
Church email ……………………...... faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website …………………………....……. www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page ……………..… facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 
WIFI: Faith Lutheran; Password: LutheranFaith 
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Introduction to the Day 
The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets 
us free from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ 
promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones 
serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal 
mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s 
merciful welcome. 
 
PRELUDE  
“Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”       Michael Burkhardt 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who greets us in this and every 
season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have hurt our community. 
We have squandered your blessings. 
We have hoarded your bounty. 
In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Righteous God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have failed to be honest. 
We have lacked the courage to speak. 
We have spoken falsely. 
In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 
God offers boundless grace when we fail. 
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 
you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.        Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN – AS WE GATHER AT YOUR TABLE – ELW522 
 

 
 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  
 
  



4 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. 
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and 
mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word 
and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9 
Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the 
surrounding nations should submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). 
Hananiah contradicted the word of Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that 
Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed until it came true. God 
confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet 
Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17). 
 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
… 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

  
1Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing; 
  from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
 2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; 
  you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 
 3“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
  I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 
 4‘I will establish your line forever, 
  and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ” 
 15Happy are the people who know the festal shout! 
  They walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence. 
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 16They rejoice daily in your name; 
  they are jubilant in your righteousness. 
 17For you are the glory of their strength, 
  and by your favor our might is exalted. 
 18Truly, our shield belongs to the LORD; 
  our king to the Holy One of Israel.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23 
Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, 
disobedient lives. Sin’s final payoff is death. We, however, have been set 
free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God’s grace, whose end is 
the free gift of eternal life. 
 
A reading from Romans. 
… 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 10:40-42 
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of 
persecution and hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any 
who aid his followers and support their ministry. 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
… 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – BRING FORTH THE KINGDOM 
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CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in 
need. 
… 
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
“Grace Alone”     Brown and Nelson, arr. Tom Fettke 
Tammy Heilman, soloist 
 
Please stand if you are able. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered 
together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together 
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory 
through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
…  join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 



10 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,  
… 
be all honor and glory, now and forever.   
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kin[g]dom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin[g]dom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All people are called to Christ’s table. 
Come, eat what is good. 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
“Variations sur Ubi Caritas,” setting     Denis Bedard 
 
Please stand if you are able. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have 
received at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity 
into all the world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed 

☩ bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG – THE SPIRIT SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE – ELW 551 
 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share and receive the Good News. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 “Trumpet Voluntary, Allegro”     John Bennett (1758)  
___________________________________________________________ 
Reader: Alexa Warwick     Greeter: Marla Holle 
Lay Assistant: Bob Nelson     Altar Care: Diane Hill 
Ushers: Mike Eschelbach/Karen Fraser   Nursery: Open, but not staffed 
Acolyte: Open       Coffee Hour: Triemer & Neves 
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January 1 - May 31st, 2023 
Income  $140,373 
Expenses  $138,404 

                                             Net Income (Loss) $    1,969 

  
Weekly Offering Reports  
 

June 18 
Loose Cash $ 35.00 
Loose Checks $ 100.00 
General Fund $ 1,350.00 
   Subtotal $ 1,485.00 
Vanco 

General Operating $ 1,790.50 
Building $ 25.00 
Youth $ 25.25 

Subtotal $ 1,840.75 
TOTAL $ 3,325.75 

 
 

June 25 
Loose Cash $ 10.00 
General Fund $ 4,550.00 
Pantry Fund $ 357.21 
Parish House $ 2,435.19 
Youth VBS $ 50.00 
   Subtotal $ 7,402.40 
Vanco 

General Operating $ 746.00 
Pantry Fund $ 50.50 
Parish House $ 50.50 

Subtotal $ 847.00 
TOTAL $ 8,249.40 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Mailboxes:  
Please be sure to check your physical mailbox for paper mail. All 
mailboxes are in front of the old sanctuary … down the hall 
passed the church office. 

• Food Pantry: 
Vacation replacements: Please secure your replacement.  If you 
leave your box at the church for your replacement, please label 
the end of your box, so your substitute can get the correct box. 
For example: "Friday, Evening". 

• Vacation Bible School: 

Please see the Friday E-news for items that we will need. If 
anyone has any of these items we could borrow, please let me 
know, or bring them to the church to put in my office. I will 
return the items.  

There is also a sign up genius for foods needed for VBS. Please 
use the link in Friday E-news to donate.  
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Copyright Information 
 

Liturgy: © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission under Sundays and Seasons.License #SAS000803 
 

“Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”      arr. Michael Burkhardt 

(Five Pentecost Hymn Improvisations, Bk 1)  

Morning Star Publishers, OneLicense #10-501.2  

  
“Bring forth the kingdom”:    

Text and Music, Marty Haugen, 1986, GIA Publications, Inc. 

Used by Permission, OneLicense #A-708005 
 

“Variations sur Ubi Caritas,”      arr. Denis Bedard  
Cheldar Edition      OneLicense #196389 

 
 “Trumpet Voluntary, Allegro”     John Bennett (1758)  
 Public Domain 
 
“Grace Alone”:           

Text and Music, Brown and Nelson  arr. Tom Fettke 
Integrity, Used by permission     CCLI CSPL141616 
 
As We Gather at Your Table:  

 OneLicense #A-708005 
 
The Spirit Sends Us Forth 

      OneLicense #A-708005 


