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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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Third Sunday in Easter 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
Youth & Education Director ……………………………………..........Pam Williams 
Sound Technicians………Justin Brown, Zachary Hereza & Raymond Herek 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and disappointment. They 

had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then 

opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed 

and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our 

worship each Lord’s day. 



PRELUDE 

“For the Beauty of the Earth, Four Miniatures”     arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
A reading from the Psalms: 
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the 
LORD is upon the mighty waters. O LORD, give strength to your people; 
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. (Psalm 29:3, 11) 
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell 
therein. Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy 
before the LORD. (Psalm 98:7-8) 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s 
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, 
you are the everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. 
 
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. 
We give you thanks for the Great Lakes that surround us, and for Lake 
Lansing, the Grand River and the Red Cedar that are nearby us. 
 
Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow. Your waters are 
below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you. 
 
You are the fountain of resurrection. Praise to you for your saving waters: 
Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers your well. 



The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing 
rock. Naaman washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will 
never be thirsty again. 
 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we 
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
 
We thank you for this Faith Lutheran community whose members have 
faithfully walked wet in your baptismal water for sixty-seven years.   
 
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, 
grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN 

 
 
 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking 

of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his 

redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God has made the 

crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ. 

A reading from Acts. 

14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the 

crowd], 36“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty 

that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 

crucified.” 

 37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to 

Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter 

said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the 

gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and 

for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 
40And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, 

“Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41So those who 

welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three 

thousand persons were added. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

 1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 

  and listened to my supplication, 

 2for the LORD has given ear to me 

  whenever I called. 

 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon 

me; 

  I came to grief and sorrow. 



 4Then I called upon the name of the LORD: 

  “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”  

 12How shall I repay the LORD 

  for all the good things God has done for me? 

 13I will lift the cup of salvation 

  and call on the name of the LORD. 

 14I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

  in the presence of all God’s people. 

 15Precious in your sight, O LORD, 

  is the death of your servants. 

 16O LORD, truly I am your servant; 

  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me 

from my bonds. 

 17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

  and call upon the name of the LORD.  

 18I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

  in the presence of all God’s people, 

 19in the courts of the LORD’s house, 

  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  

 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23 

The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers in a strange 

land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, 

faith, and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold. 

A reading from 1 Peter. 

17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially 

according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your 

exile. 18You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited 

from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19but 

with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or 



blemish. 20He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was 

revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you have 

come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, 

so that your faith and hope are set on God. 

 22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth 

so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the 

heart. 23You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable 

seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                     Ellen Holste 
& GATHERING OF THE NOISY OFFERING 
The Pantry Ministry is an important and vital part of our 

community. Today we will be taking an offering for the Pantry Ministry.     

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 

 



GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35 

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of how 

Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

13Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] 

two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 

from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that 

had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself 

came near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from 

recognizing him. 17And he said to them, “What are you discussing with 

each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18Then 

one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only 

stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken 

place there in these days?” 19He asked them, “What things?” They 

replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty 

in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief 

priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and 

crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. 

Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took 

place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were 

at the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body 

there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of 

angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us 

went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did 

not see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how 

slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not 

necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into 

his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 

interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

 28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked 



ahead as if he were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay 

with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So 

he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he 

took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes 

were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 
32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while 

he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to 

us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they 

found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were 

saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 
35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been 

made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.                                  

 

SERMON         Members of the Green Team 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY 

 
PRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE A-708005 
 

 



CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 

third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all in need. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and 

praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen 

Lord. Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
“Lord, Listen to Your Children”                 (Ken Medema, arr. Jack Schrader) 

Chancel Choir 



Please stand if you are able. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by 

day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in 

Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to 

respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  Lift up your hearts. We lift 
them to the Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for 
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb 
who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea 
and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and 
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and 
the earth. We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the 
waters of the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of 
slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 
 
We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed 
the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit 
on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of 
Christ. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and know Christ, 
broken and poured out for you. 
 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 



COMMUNION SONG 

 
 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
“People Need the Lord”          (Steve Green) 

Zach Hereza, vocal solo 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you 

send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of 

life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 

resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus 

Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 



BLESSING 

The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power 
of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG 

 
PRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE A-708005 



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE   
“Holy Manna”                arr. Wilbur Held 
 
Reader: Rev. Bruce Thorsen    Greeters: Doug & Linda Hirt 
Lay Assistant: Randy Royalty    Altar Care: Heidi Bowers 
Ushers: Doug & Linda Hirt    Nursery: Brenda Kopf 
Acolyte: Jasper Wawrzynski     Coffee Hour: Green Team 

  
January 1-March 31st , 2023 
Income  $93,666.00 
Expenses  $86,444.00 

                                                         Net Income (Loss) $  7,222.00 
  
 
Weekly Offering Reports    
 
4/9         4/16 
Loose Cash   $     203.00    Loose Cash   $      55.00 
General Fund  $  5,940.00    Loose Checks  $      25.00 
Flowers   $       34.00    General Fund  $ 4,530.00 
Samaritas Easter Baskets $     201.00    Green Team T-Shirts $       50.00 
Other    $   1359.99    Other    $     790.00 
Pantry Fund   $     499.75    Pantry Fund   $       75.00 
Parish House  $       25.00    Parish House 
Youth    $         4.00      Jan. Reimbursement $    201.70 
Subtotal   $ 8,266.74      Feb. Reimbursement $ 1,172.57 
Vanco           March Reimbursement $    836.51 

General Operating $ 5,296.40      Member Contribution $      25.00 
Building  $    125.00    Subtotal   $ 7,760.78 

 Caring  $      50.00    Vanco 
 Pantry  $      50.00     General Operating $     110.90 

Parish House $      50.00    Total    $  7,871.68 
Total    $13,838.14 


