
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 5, 2023 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

Second Sunday in Lent 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
Youth & Education Director ……………………………………..........Pam Williams 
Sound Technicians…………………………………Mark DeHate & Zachary Hereza 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus 

tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As 

God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we 

are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world. 



 
PRELUDE 
“God Loved the World”               arr. Robert B. Farley 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 
Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
 
Holy God, 
we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 
we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 
so that all may receive life. 
This promise is for you! 
God embraces you with divine mercy, 

☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 
and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
Amen. 
 



GATHERING HYMN 
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 



 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to 

new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, 

that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 12:1-4a 

God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth would gain 

a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great 

reputation. 

A reading from Genesis. 

1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 

your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a 

great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you 

will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 

curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.” 

 4aSo Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 121 

 1I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 

 2My help comes from the LORD, 

  the maker of heaven and earth. 

 3The LORD will not let your foot be moved 

  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 

 4Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;  

 5the LORD watches over you; 

  the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 

 6the sun will not strike you by day, 

  nor the moon by night. 

 7The LORD will preserve you from all evil 

  and will keep your life. 

 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 

  from this time forth forevermore.  



NEW TESTAMENT READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not involve earning 

a reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and 

Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead. 

A reading from Romans. 

1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor 

according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 

something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the 

scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift 

but as something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who 

justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 

Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 

righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the 

heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but 

where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 

on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the 

adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 

(for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the 

father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he 

believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 

that do not exist. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON            



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL: John 3:1-17 

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him about 

life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God. 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He 

came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 

do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 

tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 

above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 



grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 

born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be 

astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind 

blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 

born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 

understand these things? 

 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what 

we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you 

about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 

you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except 

the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.                                  

 

 

SERMON               

  

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY 
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The assembly is seated. 



PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Shawn, 

Gretchen, and Chris Paige; Ray, Angie, Raymond, Charley, and Andrew 

Herek; Matt Schnizlein and Tammey Jackson united with us in the body of 

Christ, whom we welcome into the life and ministry of Faith Lutheran 

Church. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.   

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS 

In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in 
the mission of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to 
hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the 
good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, 
following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all 
the earth.  



 

The presiding minister addresses the new members. 

Do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s 
people in this place? 

 

Those being welcomed respond. 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for this new member 
in Christian living? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

WELCOME 

Those being welcomed face the assembly. The pastor addresses the assembly. 

Let us welcome our new members to this community of faith.  

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks 
and praise to God and proclaim the good news to the entire world. 

The congregation gives acclamation and thanks. 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 

promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
“Saved by Grace”                     (Stan Pethel) 

Chancel Choir 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but 

with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we 

receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled. 
 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
“In the Cross of Christ I Glory”            arr. Wilbur Held 
 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of 
heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger 
for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of 
grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the 
Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen. 



SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve in love. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
“Voluntary in D Minor”            Samuel Long 
 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 
 



Offerings 
02/19        2/26 
Loose Cash    $        40.00   Loose Cash    $        32.00 
General Fund  $  2,615.00   General Fund   $  6,945.00 
ELCA Good Gift  $        50.00   Pantry Fund   $      323.00 
Pantry Fund   $        25.00   Parish House  $      100.00 
Parish House   $        85.00   Youth    $      615.80 
Subtotal    $   2,815.00   Subtotal    $   8,015.80 
Vanco        Vanco 
 General Operating $  2,241.40    General Operating $      950.90 

Building  $        25.00   Total    $   8,966.70 
Pantry Fund  $        25.25 

 Parish House $       25.25 
Total    $ 5,131.90 

 
January   1-31, 2023 
Income $26,633 
Expenses $25,392 
Net Income $  1,241 

  
Altar Care: Kathy Mace    Reader: Walter Kopf 

Lay Assistant: Ryan Thompson  Ushers: Hirt 
Nursery: Jennifer Coe    Greeter: Doug & Linda Hirt 
Coffee Hour: Dingledine    Acolyte: Jasper Wawrzynski 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

2023 EASTER FLOWER DEDICATION 

Order deadline: March 26th 

If you’re interested in purchasing flowers, please designate $17 for the flower fund along 

with your dedication by March 26th. 

 

Please use this dedication form, or one found in the Narthex, if you would like a 

dedication included in the bulletin on Easter Sunday. 
 

Name person(s) dedicating: 

 

         _______________________________ 

 

In memory of: 

 

    ____________________________________________________________ 

 

In honor of: 

 

         _______________________________ 

In celebration of: 

 

         _______________________________ 

 

 

Make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church (memo: Easter flowers) 

Place this dedication form in Katie Love’s mailbox or office. 

 


