
 
 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 
 

December 24, 2022 
Christmas Eve 8:00 P.M. 

    

 



The ushers have large print copies of tonight’s worship folder available if 

needed.  

  

If it is difficult for you to stand along with the congregation during any 

part of the worship service, please feel free to remain seated.  

  

 

Pre-Service Music 
“Christmas Potpourri”        arr. Bill Wollaver 
 
Introduction to the day 
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-

promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of 

God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful 

news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share 

the light of Christ with the whole world. 

 

PRELUDE  

“O Come All Ye Faithful”                                              arr. Burkhardt 
 The assembly stands  



 GATHERING SONG                     

  

  



GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
  

HYMN OF PRAISE                 

  

  

  



PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Let us pray.   

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 
true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ 
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

The assembly is seated.  

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal 
child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the 
real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! 

A reading from Isaiah. 

   2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, 

  a son given to us; 



 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

  and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow continually, 

  and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

Word of God, word of life.                           

Thanks be to God. 

 

       
SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, 
in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final 
appearance. 

A reading from Titus. 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live 
lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the 
blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own 
who are zealous for good deeds. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

“He Shall Be Called”                                      (Callaway) 

Chancel Choir 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great 
joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they 
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 



17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 
this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.]  

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray 

for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 

 

Prayers of intercession are prayed.  

To each petition, the assembly responds:  

  

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.  

  

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the 

assembly responds:  

  

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we 
commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God. Amen.  
 

PEACE   

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
The assembly is seated.  

  

 

OFFERING  

 “Hallelujah to the King”      (Patsy Ford Simms) 

Chancel Choir 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray. God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have 

offered. Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your 

table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the 

abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the 

Word made flesh. Amen.  

  

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING            To the tune of “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  

The Lord be with you,  

And with you, his servant.  

  

O, Come let us lift our hearts unto the Lord.  

With hearts uplifted thanks to Him we render:  

 

With joy we come before Him, in gratefulness implore Him, With 

thankful hearts adore Him Evermore!  

 

PREFACE   

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  In the wonder and 

mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God 

made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot 

see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn:  

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                    To the tune of “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  

 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord!  

God of hosts, by all adored!  

Heav’n and earth cannot contain     

All the glory of your name!  

Hail, hosanna, God most high!     

Blest is He who now draws nigh     

in the name of God the King!  

Hallelujahs glad we sing:  

Hail, hosanna! Praises due  

be forever, Lord, to you!   



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we 
praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. When we brought on 
chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice 
and mercy. At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your 
love and to heal all the suffering world. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his 
coming again in righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us and on 
this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith, increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

  

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace. 
The assembly is seated  

  

COMMUNION   
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say  

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
 and each person may respond Amen.  
  

ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME TO THE LORD'S TABLE.  As you receive 

communion, in the center of each tray, there are a few glasses filled with 

white grape juice for those who prefer juice rather than wine.  

 

“Mary, Did You Know?”                 arr. Jack Schrader 

Chris Lewis, soloist 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG               

 

 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
 
 
 



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace.  Amen  
  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray. 

God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, 
and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of 
your peace. Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
  

The assembly is seated  

  

  

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLES 

  

The Fire Marshall has asked that 

children aged 6 and 

under do not hold candles 
independently. 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC DURING CANDLE LIGHTING 

 

 

 



The assembly stands  

HYMN OF LIGHT             
 



FINAL BLESSING  

May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and 

abundant life. Amen  

  

May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and 

strength. Amen  

  

May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our 

world. Amen  

  

And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. Amen  

  



CLOSING HYMN                 

 

DISMISSAL  

Glory to God in the highest!  Peace to God’s people on earth!  

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. Thanks be to God.  

  

POSTLUDE  

“Christians, Be Joyful”      (Christmas Oratorio)           Bach, arr. Ritter 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 



 

 

 

Warren & Tammy Heilman in memory of Les & Elsie Heilman and Gene & Ida 
Joachim. 
 

Phylis & John Schleicher in memory of Carl & Elizabeth Brecheisen.  
 
Ken & Ellen Schoepf in memory of Dorothy Rush. 
 
Mike Eschelbach in celebration of grandchildren.  
 
Karen Whitmyer in memory of Ken Whitmyer. 
 
Bob & Deb (Borton) McDonough in celebration of our Faith Lutheran Family.  
 
Harry Nawrock, Carl & Kathy Richardson in memory of Rose Marie Nawrock. 
 
Bob & Connie Nelson in memory of their sisters, Chery & Huguette and in 
celebration of their grandchildren.  
 
Karen Fraser in memory of Chuck Fraser. 
 
Bruce Williams in memory of his parents, Gladys & Stanley Williams. 
 
Tammey Jackson in celebration of families.  
 
The Ambs family in memory of Max Ambs. 
 
Randy & Jamie Royalty in celebration of Christ’s 
birth.  
 
Walter & Brenda Kopf in memory of William & 
Hilda Kopf, Richard & Jane Kemmler, Hannes & 
Eleanor Tietje and Sandra Fox.  
 
You are welcome to take your poinsettias home following the 8 P.M. service. 
 

2022 Poinsettia Dedications 



Altar Care: Heidi Bowers    Reader: Linda Hirt 

Lay Assistant: Kim O’Brien   Usher: Jon & Elaine Harrison 
Nursery: No Nursery 8 P.M.          Greeter: Mike Eschelbach 
Acolyte: Open 

 

Thank you to our brass quartet for enriching our worship on this special 

night:  Hayes Boland, Devlin Brown, Macon Eckhardt and Haotian Li. 

 

The Brass Quartet is sponsored by the Dorothy Rush Memorial Fund. 

 

 
 
 
 

Faith Lutheran Church's Welcoming Statement: 
 

We, at Faith Lutheran Church, welcome you as a child of God. As Paul said in his letter to the 
Galatians, “for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26) We 

strive to be a place where everyone is welcomed and affirmed. 
 

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, marital status, faith 
background, political leanings, or mental or physical ability - you are welcome as you are.  As 
children of God, we are all one in Christ Jesus and rely on the unconditional nature of God’s 

love and grace to be our help and guide. 
 
 
 
 

Email address 
faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 

 
Websites 

Faith Lutheran Church ≈ www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
North/West Lower Michigan Synod ≈ www.mittensynod.org 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ≈ www.elca.org 
 

Facebook 
facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
 

You also can find the audio available on Faith’s website under worship Sermons 
http://faithlutheranokemos.org/sermons/ 

http://faithlutheranokemos.org/sermons/

