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“So it is with those
who store up treasures
for themselves but are

LUKE 12:21, NRSV

July 31, 2022
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road
Okemos, M| 48864
517-349-0620

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the nhame of Jesus Christ
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Introduction to the day

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy business”
of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy
baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.’
To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word.
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PRELUDE

“Lord of all Hopefulness” arr. Paul Manz

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,F one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.

Instead of putting others before ourselves,

we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,

we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.

Save us from ourselves

and free us to love our neighbors.

Amen.

Hear the good news!

God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.

In the name of I Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Lord of All Hopefulness
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all JOY,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - i - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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whose ftrust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy:
whose strong hands were skilled at  the plane and the lathe:
your hands swift to wel - come, your arms to em - brace:
whose voice  1s con - ftent-ment, whose pres-ence is balm:
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in  our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in  our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of  the day.
your love in  our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of  the day.

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © Oxford University Press 1931.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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This is the feast of vic-to -ty for our God.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal

of our lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is
offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of wealth turns life into
an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in
one’s work because such enjoyment is a gift from God.

A reading from Ecclesiastes.

’Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

2], the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, **applied my mind to
seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an
unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. *“|
saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a
chasing after wind.



218] hated all my toil in which | had toiled under the sun, seeing that |
must leave it to those who come after me *—and who knows whether
they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which |
toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. *°So |
turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my
labors under the sun, *because sometimes one who has toiled with
wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another
who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. ?What do
mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the
sun? “*For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even
at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-11

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized shed their old clothes
and put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold of a life shaped by God'’s
love in Christ.

A reading from Colossians.

'So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. “Set your minds on
things that are above, not on things that are on earth, *for you have died,
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. “When Christ who is your life is
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

°Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). ®°On account
of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient.
'These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that
life. ®But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice,



slander, and abusive language from your mouth. °Do not lie to one
another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices
%and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed
in knowledge according to the image of its creator. ‘*In that renewal
there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'’S SERMON

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a.

GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21

In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying the worth
of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God.

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the family inheritance with me.” **But he said to him, “Friend, who
set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” *>And he said to them,
“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does



not consist in the abundance of possessions.” **Then he told them a
parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. ’And he thought
to himself, ‘What should | do, for | have no place to store my crops?’
*Then he said, ‘I will do this: | will pull down my barns and build larger
ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods. *?’And | will say to
my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.” ?°But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life
is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will
they be?’ ?!So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but
are not rich toward God.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

You Are the Way
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1 You are the way; to you a - lone from sin and death we flee;
2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true wis -dom can 1m - part;
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth, the life; grant us that way to  know,
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all those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on -1ly can in - form the mind and pu - 1 - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.
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Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.

Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615
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Affirmation of Faith
Let us affirm our faith together.

We believe that God creates all things, renews all things, and celebrates
all good life-giving things. We believe Earth is a sanctuary, a sacred
space and a planet filled with God’s presence, a home for us to share
with our kin.

We believe that God became flesh and blood, became a piece of Earth,
a human being called Jesus Christ, who lived and breathed and spoke
among us, suffered, and died on a cross, for all human beings and for all
creation. We believe that the risen Jesus is the Christ at the core of
creation reconciling all things to God, renewing all creation, and filling
the cosmos.

We believe the Spirit renews life in creation, groans in empathy with a
suffering creation, and waits with us for the rebirth of creation.

We believe that with Christ we will rise and with Christ we will
celebrate a new creation. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in
prayer.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds: Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in
your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.

Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
“I Love You, Lord” (Laurie Klein)
Zach Hereza, French horn

Please stand if you are able.
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and
equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift
them to the Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.

You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to
be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of
your creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and
well in your praise. When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to
heal our ills and to form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his
victory over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. Send your Spirit upon us
and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may
be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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way the sin  of the world; grant us  peace, grant us  peace.
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

“You are the Way” arr. Gerhard Krapf

Please stand if you are able.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our
wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we
pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

BLESSING

The God of peace, Father, *F Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life this day and always. Amen



SENDING SONG
What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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I What a fel - low-ship, what a joy di- vine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
3 What have I  to dread, what have I to fear, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms?
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what a  bless-ed-ness, what a peace is mine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
I have bless-ed peace with my Lord so near, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
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Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 18391919
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Leaning on the everlasting Arms” arr. Matt Hyzer

We encourage those who are able, to remain seated in the chairs for the postlude.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reader: Warren Heilman Lay Assistant: Bob Nelson
Ushers: Walter & Brenda Kopf Coffee Hour: Kopf & Holle
Altar Care: Brenda Kopf

Year to Date January 1- June 30, 2022
Income $139,525.00
Expenses $164,936.00
Net Income (Loss) $(25,411.00)

Weekly Offering Reports

7/17/22 7/24/22
Loose Cash S 104.00 Loose Cash S 10.00
General Fund $1,145.00 Loose Checks S 100.00
Back to School Bags S 50.00 General Fund $9,835.00
Pantry Fund S 25.00 Roof Fund $2,100.00
Youth S 79.40 Pantry Fund S 138.57
Subtotal $1,403.40 Subtotal $12,183.57
Vanco Vanco
General Operating $ 2,795.00 General Operating$S _ 735.00
Building S 50.00 Total $12,918.57
Total $4,223.40

For a quick overview of giving options, please
visit the Faith Lutheran Church website and
look for the giving button in the top right
corner.
www.faithlutheranokemos.org




Visit Culver’s of Okemos on Times Square from 5-9 pm

<. MONDAY, AUGUST 15", 2022
and we will donate up to 20% of sales to the:

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH - MINI PANTRIES

‘@m Enjoy a delicious meal, benefit a great
cause and feel good all over.

Visit Culver’s of Okemos
5140 Times Square Dr. Okemos, MI 48864

Online Ordering, Drive-Thiu or Dine-In
 (We fiyor or cads nesded)




FUNDRAISING
EVENT

HELP US RAISE MONEY FOR THE NEW
ROOF

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US!

RS S ASY

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20

PICNIC BEGINS AT 4:30 PM
GREAT FOOD, GAMES, BID ON SILENT AUCTION ITEMS

MUSIC EVENT BEGINS AT 7:00 PM

JOIN US IN PERSON OR ONLINE FOR MUSIC
FUNDRAISER

Silent Auction items will be on display beginning August 7. If you
have an item you would like to donate for the Auction, please
speak to Pastor Ellen or Katie.




August 1-5

https://bit.ly/VBS2022Neighbor

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

%% ELCA World Hunger

Evangelical Lutheran Church In America
God's work, Qur hands.,

*'Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor?'. 'The ene who showed him mercy.’
Jesus sald to him, 'Go and do likewlse'™ (Luke 10:36-37).


https://bit.ly/VBS2022Neighbor

Faith Lutheran Church

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
4515 Dobie Road, Okemos, MI 48864

Position Title: Audio/Video Assistant for Faith Lutheran Church, Okemos, Ml

Reports to: Technology Committee/Pastor

Summary of Duties: The primary responsibility of the Audio/Video specialist is to run the live
stream and audio board on Sunday mornings and as needed for special events at Faith
Lutheran Church.

Live stream worship services on Sunday mornings

Set up microphones for special musical guests

Test microphones with lay assistant and pastor weekly

Manage audio for worship service

Audio record worship service

Keep track of online worship attendance and report this weekly to ushers
Email Audio service weekly

Manage audio for special church events (as needed)

Post Sunday presentations (currently on PowerPoint) to various monitors
10 This position will average 2-4 hours per week

DRONDN&EWN =

Qualifications:
1. Energetic and proficient in technology with a pride in creating an interactive and
engaging Faith Lutheran Church worship service
Physically and mentally capable of carrying out the required activities
Ability to manage multiple things at once
Ability to problem solve on the spot
Understand and be able to operate Streaming software (currently OBS)
Understand and be able to set up and operate social media application (currently
Facebook Live)
Be familiar with computer operating systems (currently MS 10) with multiple monitors
Operate camera system
Work collaboratively with the Technology Committee
0. Available Sundays for worship; flexible in availability to accommodate the schedule of
church activities if needed. Timely notice of schedule conflicts, helping create a plan for
coverage of absence
11. High School age or older

OO RWON
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Compensation: $15 per hour

Work Schedule: Sundays throughout the year as well as other special occasions/holidays
determined by the pastor.

Duties to Begin: August, 2022

Application Deadline: August 5, 2022, or until filled

Application Process

Interested and qualified external applicants may apply by sending a resume and a letter of
interest to

Faith Lutheran Church
c/o Pastor Ellen Schoepf
4515 Dobie Rd.
Okemos, M| 48864

Tel 517 349.0820 Email taith@taithiutheranokemos. org
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MEETING

Sunday, July 315t following worship



