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Introduction to the day

Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the faithful, again and again, to “listen up!”—to heed the word
that gives life. So it was with Abraham and Sarah, Mary and Martha, and the early church at Colossae. So it is today as
we join the assembly to hear the word of God, the word of life.



PRELUDE
“When Morning Gilds the Skies” Raymond Haan

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,F one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.

Instead of putting others before ourselves,

we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,

we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.

Save us from ourselves

and free us to love our neighbors.

Amen.

Hear the good news!

God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.

In the name of I Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

When Morning Gilds the Skies
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I  When morn-ing gilds the  skies, my heart a - wak-ing cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic longs, this is my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’n is  known
4 Let all of hu - man - kind in  this their con - cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than *“Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee - ter - nal Word
may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all  the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion O0’er,
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this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be  praised!”
thee - ter - nal psalm is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus Christ be praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus Christ be  praised!

Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838—1896
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make

yourself our guest. Amid the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your
presence, that we may treasure your word above all else, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 18:1-10a

The LORD visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-awaited promise of the birth of a child will be
fulfilled for them in their old age.

A reading from Genesis.

'The LorD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the
entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. “He looked up and saw three
men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent
entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. *He said, “My
lord, if | find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. “Let a little
water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the
tree. °Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and
after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So



they said, “Do as you have said.” °And Abraham hastened into the tent to
Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour,
knead it, and make cakes.” ’Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf,
tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it.
®Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it
before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

“They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in
the tent.” °Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and
your wife Sarah shall have a son.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 15 Psalm is read responsively

'LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?
‘Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;
‘they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear
the LORD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their
word.
°They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes
against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.



SECOND READING: Colossians 1:15-28

This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of God is “Christ in you.” Because Christ is
present in the church, Christians share in his life, suffering, and glory.

A reading from Colossians.

>[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation;**for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created,
things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
powers—all things have been created through him and for him. *’He
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. *He is the
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. *°For in him
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, ’and through him God was
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
by making peace through the blood of his cross.

’And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil
deeds, “’he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to
present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him—
“3provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the
faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you
heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. |,
Paul, became a servant of this gospel.

| am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am
completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body,
that is, the church. ?°| became its servant according to God’s commission
that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, “°the
mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but
has now been revealed to his saints. ?’To them God chose to make known
how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. It is he whom we proclaim,



warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may
present everyone mature in Christ.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 10:38-42

During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha that her concern for her many tasks
distracts from the one thing that precedes all else: abiding in the presence of God.

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

**Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain
village, where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home.
*She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to
what he was saying. “°But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so
she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left
me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” *'But the Lord
answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many
things; “’there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part,
which will not be taken away from her.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY SING TWICE
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Text and music: Bob Cull

Text and music © 1976 Maranathal Music, admin. The Copyright Company
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Affirmation of Faith
Let us affirm our faith together.

We believe that God creates all things, renews all things, and celebrates
all good life-giving things. We believe Earth is a sanctuary, a sacred
space and a planet filled with God’s presence, a home for us to share
with our kin.

We believe that God became flesh and blood, became a piece of Earth,
a human being called Jesus Christ, who lived and breathed and spoke
among us, suffered, and died on a cross, for all human beings and for all
creation. We believe that the risen Jesus is the Christ at the core of
creation reconciling all things to God, renewing all creation, and filling
the cosmos.

We believe the Spirit renews life in creation, groans in empathy with a
suffering creation, and waits with us for the rebirth of creation.

We believe that with Christ we will rise and with Christ we will
celebrate a new creation. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the
creation, and all in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds: Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy

Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your
holy keeping. Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
“Holy God, We Praise Your Name” (arr. Anne Krentz Organ)
Elaine Harrison, Ann Mayer, Addie Thompson, Rich Weingartner,

handbells

Please stand if you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and
equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift
them to the Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.

You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to
be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of
your creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and
well in your praise. When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to
heal our ills and to form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his
victory over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. Send your Spirit upon us
and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may
be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kin-dom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin-dom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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way the sin  of the world; grant us  peace, grant us  peace.
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
“Give Me Jesus” arr . James Pethel

Please stand if you are able.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our
wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we
pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

BLESSING

The God of peace, Father, *F Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life this day and always. Amen



SENDING SONG

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“Trumpet Tune in D”
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Mark Himmelman
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil -der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  your truth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in  end-less day.
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From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reader: Alexa Warwick

Ushers: Walter & Brenda Kopf

Altar Care: Pam Williams

Lay Assistant: Rich Weingartner
Coffee Hour: Heilman

Year to Date January 1- May 31%, 2022
Income $123,398.00
Expenses $138,240.00
Net Income (Loss) $(14,842.00)

Weekly Offering Reports

7/3/22
Loose Cash S 28.00
General Fund $8,115.00
Building Fund S 25.00
MRH S 100.00
Roof Fund S 100.00
Pantry Fund S 150.00
World Hunger S 80.00
Youth S 127.25
Subtotal $8,725.25
Vanco

General Operating S 4,007.00

Building S 25.00

Pantry Fund S 50.00
Total $12,807.25

7/10/22
Loose Cash S 20.00
General Fund S 550.00
Pantry Fund S 173.50
Parish House S 50.00
Subtotal S 793.50
Vanco
General Operating S 385.50
Pantry Fund S 25.25
Parish House S 25.25
Total $1,229.50

For a quick overview of giving options, please
visit the Faith Lutheran Church website and
look for the giving button in the top right
corner.
www.faithlutheranokemos.org




Visit Culver’s of Okemos on Times Square from 5-9 pm
Z/ .. MONDAY, AUGUST 1°", 2022
and we will donate up to 20% of sales to the:
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH - MINI PANTRIES

i ' Enjoy a delicious meal, benefit a great
cause and feel good all over.

Visit Culver’s of Okemos
5140 Times Square Dr. Okemos, MI 48864

Online Ordering, Drive-Thiu or Dine-in
 (We fiyor or cads nesded)




FUNDRAISING
EVENT

HELP US RAISE MONEY FOR THE NEW
ROOF

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US!
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 20

PICNIC BEGINS AT 4:30 PM
GREAT FOOD, GAMES, BID ON SILENT AUCTION ITEMS

MUSIC EVENT BEGINS AT 7:00 PM

JOIN US IN PERSON OR ONLINE FOR MUSIC
FUNDRAISER

Silent Auction items will be on display beginning August 7. If you
have an item you would like to donate for the Auction, please
speak to Pastor Ellen or Katie.




August 1-5

https://bit.ly/VBS2022Neighbor

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

%% ELCA World Hunger

Evangelical Lutheran Church In America
God's work, Qur hands.,

*'Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor?'. 'The ene who showed him mercy.’
Jesus sald to him, 'Go and do likewlse'™ (Luke 10:36-37).


https://bit.ly/VBS2022Neighbor

