
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 26, 2022 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
Youth & Education Director ……………………………………..........Pam Williams 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to freedom. This is freedom to revel 

in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us 

from the fullness of the life God has given us. This is the path of life. 



PRELUDE 

“Kelvingrove”               arr. Mark D.  Himmelman 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
 

 
 



GATHERING HYMN 
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, 
and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your 
Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow 
your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:15-16,19-21 

In the story preceding today’s reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the security of God’s mountain. 

There God reveals to Elijah that there are still other faithful people in Israel and commissions him to anoint 

new leaders, including his own successor, Elisha. 

A reading from 1 Kings. 

15Then the LORD said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness 

of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 
16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you 

shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your 

place. 

 19So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was 

plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with 

the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. 20He left 

the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my 



mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back 

again; for what have I done to you?” 21He returned from following him, 

took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from 

the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. 

Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 16 
The psalm for the day is read responsively  

 1Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
 3But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 4I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips.  
 5O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8I have set the LORD always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
 9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 10For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 11You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are 
pleasures forevermore.  



SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the invitation to be what we could not 

be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ’s Holy Spirit produce a different kind of life, one marked by the fruit of 

this Holy Spirit. 
A reading from Galatians. 

1For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not 

submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

 

 13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use 

your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love 

become slaves to one another. 14For the whole law is summed up in a 

single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15If, 

however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not 

consumed by one another. 

 

 16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
17For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit 

desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to 

prevent you from doing what you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, 

you are not subject to the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are obvious: 

fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 

jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy, drunkenness, 

carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you 

before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 

 22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is 

no law against such things. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus have 

crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live by the Spirit, 

let us also be guided by the Spirit.   

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



GATHERING OF THE NOISY OFFERING 

The Pantry Ministry & the Parish House Ministry are an important and vital part of our 

community. Today we will be taking an offering for the Pantry Ministry.      

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL: Luke 9:51-62 

Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be swayed by pettiness. In a 

series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a similar single-mindedness. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to 

go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way 

they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but 

they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 
54When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want 

us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 
55But he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went on to another 

village. 

 57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow 

you wherever you go.” 58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and 

birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 

head.” 59To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me 



go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their 

own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 
61Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to 

those at my home.” 62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the 

plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.                                  

 

SERMON          Pastor John Schleicher                                    

 

  

 



HYMN OF THE DAY 
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HOLY BAPTISM                 Granger Jordan Most 

Presentation 

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by 
joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are 
born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are 
reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body of 
Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in 
faith, love and obedience to the will of God. 

Who do you present for baptism? 

Sponsors: We present Granger Jordan Most for baptism. 

To parents: 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you 
desire to have Granger baptized into Christ? I do. 

As you bring him to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities: 

 to live with him among God’s faithful people, 
 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
 teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed 
 and the Ten Commandments, 
 place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
 so that he may learn to trust God, 
 proclaim Christ through word and deed,  
 care for others and the world God made, 
 and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help Granger grow in the Christian faith and life? 

I do. 



To sponsors: 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Granger in the Christian faith as you 
are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of 
baptism and in communion with the church? 

I do. 

To the assembly: 

People of God, do you promise to support Granger and pray for him in his 
new life in Christ? 

We do. 

Profession of Faith 

To parents and sponsors:  

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin and confess the 
faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all forces that defy God?  

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 

To parents, sponsors and the assembly: 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  



Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 
 he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. 

 

Thanksgiving at the Font  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over 
the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in 
which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered 
Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from 
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and 



resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us 
up to live in you. Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, 
that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new 
life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen 

Baptism 

Granger Jordan Most I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy 
Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, 
and raise them to eternal life. 

Sustain Granger with the gift of your Holy Spirit; the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and 
forever. Amen 

Granger Jordan Most, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 
Amen 

Welcome  

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven. 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share; 
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative 
and redeeming word to all the world. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the 
creation, and all in need. 
 
Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy 
Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your 
holy keeping. Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
“Here and Now”                  Michael W. Smith 

Ryan Thompson, soloist 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and 
equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  Lift up your hearts. We lift 
them to the Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 



PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to 
be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of 
your creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and 
well in your praise. When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to 
heal our ills and to form us again into one. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 



for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his 
victory over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. Send your Spirit upon us 
and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may 
be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kin-dom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin-dom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG 
 
 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
“Nettleton”                        arr. Paul Manz 
 
Please stand if you are able. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our 
wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, 
both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we 
pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life this day and always. Amen 



SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   
“Fanfare”        Jacques-Nicholas Lemmens 
We encourage those who are able, to remain seated in the chairs for the postlude. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
Reader: Megan Nyquist   Lay Assistant: Walter Kopf  
Ushers: Jon & Elaine Harrison  Coffee Hour: Jamie Royalty 
 

Year to Date                                  January 1- May 31st, 2022  

Income    $123,398.00   
Expenses     $138,240.00 
Net Income (Loss)   $(14,842.00)  
  
 
Weekly Offering Reports    
    
6/12/22       6/19/22 
Loose Cash   $      65.00   Loose Cash   $     20.50 
Loose Checks  $      45.00   Loose Checks  $     20.00 
General Fund  $    875.00   General Fund  $   790.00 
Butterflies   $      45.00   Building Rental  $   185.00 
Building Rental  $    135.00   Capital Repairs  $   800.00 
Pantry Fund   $    129.50   Pantry Fund   $   150.00 
Subtotal   $ 1,294.50   Parish House  $     50.00 
Vanco        Subtotal   $2,015.50 
 General Operating $    585.00   Vanco 
Total    $ 1,879.50    General Operating $2,167.00 

    Building  $     25.00 
   Total    $4,207.50 For a quick overview of giving options, please 

visit the Faith Lutheran Church website and 
look for the giving button in the top right 

corner. 
www.faithlutheranokemos.org 

 


