
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 29, 2022 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

Seventh Sunday in Easter 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
Youth & Education Director ……………………………………..........Pam Williams 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly before his death, the petitions of the 

ascended Christ for his own throughout history—to our day—and beyond. Jesus prays for us. In holy baptism we 

become believers in God, have our robes washed in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the gift of life forever 

with all the saints. 



PRELUDE 

“Although I Speak”                arr. Dale Wood 
 

LAMENTING GUN VIOLENCE 

God, giver of life, you intend for humans to live together in peace. In this 

time of grief over gun violence, we pray for your presence among us. 

That, trusting in your mighty and gentle healing, we may live in hope, we 

pray:  

make us instruments of your peace. 

God of resurrection, we remember before you those who have died in 
Uvalde, Texas and so many other places in this country. We commend 
them to your eternal love. Grant healing and wholeness to the survivors 
who are wounded or traumatized, and restore all whose spirits are 
maimed by such violence. That we may serve as your arms of care to 
those in distress, we pray:  

make us instruments of your peace. 

God of righteousness, you have laid on our elected leaders the 
responsibility to protect our land. Strengthen their devotion to our 
common life, and guide legislators to enact policies that address our 
plague of gun violence. That our government may support our search for 
domestic harmony, we pray:  

make us instruments of your peace. 

God of compassion, we give you thanks for first responders, for police 
officers, firefighters, EMTs, and all who offer compassionate aid in 
situations of tragedy. Keep them safe from harm, and give them courage 
and sound judgment as they act. That we may join in support of those 
who risk their lives for others, we pray:  

make us instruments of your peace. 



God of forgiveness, we ask your mercy on the one/s who fired the 
weapon. With your grace, transform those who from malice or illness 
inflict violence on others. Console their families. Believing in your power 
to make all things new, we pray:  

make us instruments of your peace. 

God of the promise in word and sacrament, we pray for the church. Give 
us a voice, your voice, to plead for a society marked by justice and 
sustained by cooperation among diverse peoples. Train us to resist the 
lure of brute force. That by your Spirit we may become words and signs 
of your mercy, we pray:  

make us instruments of your peace. 

God of true might and redemptive mercy, receive our prayers, and grant 
us to become your instruments of peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one 

will. Make us love what you command and desire what you promise, that, 

amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy 

is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 16:16-34 

Those who had enslaved a girl and used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and Silas into jail for ordering 

the spirit to come out of her and consequently ruining their business. In prison, Paul and Silas bring the good 

news of the gospel to the jailer and his family. 

A reading from Acts. 

16One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl 

who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of 

money by fortune-telling. 17While she followed Paul and us, she would 

cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to 

you a way of salvation.” 18She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, 

very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the 

name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 

 19But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was 

gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace 

before the authorities. 20When they had brought them before the 

magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 
21and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to 

adopt or observe.” 22The crowd joined in attacking them, and the 

magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be 

beaten with rods. 23After they had given them a severe flogging, they 

threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 
24Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and 

fastened their feet in the stocks. 



 25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to 

God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an 

earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken; 

and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were 

unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide 

open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed 

that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do 

not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29The jailer called for lights, and 

rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he 

brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
31They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you 

and your household.” 32They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all 

who were in his house. 33At the same hour of the night he took them and 

washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized 

without delay. 34He brought them up into the house and set food before 

them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a 

believer in God. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 

The ascended Christ, hidden from our sight, promises to come again. We eagerly pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” 

with all who respond to this invitation. 

A reading from Revelation. 

12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to 

everyone’s work. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, 

the beginning and the end.” 

 

 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the 

right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. 



 16“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the 

churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning 

star.” 

 17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 

 And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 

 And let everyone who is thirsty come. 

 Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 

 20The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”  

  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL: John 17:20-26 

Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity of identity with God. To be so 

identified with God means also to share in God’s mission: to proclaim the word that will bring others into this 

same unity. 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus prayed:] 20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of 

those who will believe in me through their word, 21that they may all be 

one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so 

that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you 

have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 
23I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that 

the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as 

you have loved me. 24Father, I desire that those also, whom you have 

given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have 

given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 

 25“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and 

these know that you have sent me. 26I made your name known to them, 

and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me 

may be in them, and I in them.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.                                  

SERMON                   
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of 
resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your 

life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
“In Memory of a Saint”                             (Jean Langlais) 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by 

day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in 

Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to 

respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 



DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  Lift up your hearts. We lift 
them to the Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is food and drink for the journey. 
Take and be filled. 
 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
“Lux Aeterna”                  Requiem, Maurice Durufle 
 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you 
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of 
life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving 

Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen 



SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   
“Cornet Voluntary”                          George Berg 
 
We encourage those who are able, to remain seated in the chairs for the postlude. 
 
Reader: Lois Neves    Lay Assistant: Bob Nelson  
Ushers: Doug & Linda Hirt  Coffee Hour: Bob & Connie Nelson 
 

Year to Date    January 1-April 30st, 2022  

Income    $  94,127.00 
Expenses     $111,870.00 
Net Income (Loss)   $(17,743.00)  
  
 
Weekly Offering Reports    
    
5/15        5/22 
Loose Cash   $       30.00   Loose Cash   $      50.00 
Loose Checks  $       20.00   Loose Checks  $ 3,964.97 
General Fund  $  1,615.00   General Fund  $ 1,515.00 
Butterflies   $      180.00   Building Rental  $    100.00 
Pantry Fund   $        50.00   Butterflies   $    160.00 
Parish House  $        50.00   Caring Committee  $    125.00 
Sunday School  $        11.00   Pantry Fund   $    215.00 
Subtotal   $   1,956.00   Subtotal   $ 6,129.97 
Vanco        Vanco 
 General Operating $      385.00    General Operating $ 2,642.00 
Total    $   2,341.00    Building  $      25.00 

  Total    $ 8,796.97 
 
 
 
 
 

For a quick overview of giving options, please 
visit the Faith Lutheran Church website and 

look for the giving button in the top right 
corner. 

www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
 



Important Upcoming Dates: Please see the Friday e-news for more 
information. If you do not receive the Friday e-news and would like to 

please email Katie at klove@faithlutheranokemos.org  
May Newsletters are also available in the Narthex. 

 
May 29th: Last Day to place butterfly orders 
June 5th: Graduation Sunday 
June 6th: Green team meets at Faith at 6:30 P.M.  
June 12th: Butterfly Release  
August 1-5th: VBS 
 

Butterflies For Sale! 
On Sunday, June 12, we will be releasing live butterflies 
outside by our Butterfly Garden.  Butterflies are the 
symbol of new life.  And, as we celebrate the Pentecost 
season and the beginning of summer activities, we will 
be releasing painted lady butterflies to celebrate God’s 

gift of creation. The Green Team is inviting you to order a butterfly for 
$15.00.  
 
Following worship on June 12th, you will be given your butterfly to release 
by our garden.  This project is a Green Team fundraiser. Place your 
butterfly order by using the form available in the Narthex or by emailing 
Katie. Order forms are due by Sunday, May 29th.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use the form on the next page and tear it out to order your butterfly. You 

can leave the form with an usher or put it in the offering plate. 
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Butterflies For Sale! 

On Sunday, June 12, we will be releasing live 

butterflies outside by our Butterfly Garden.  Butterflies 

are the symbol of new life.  And, as we celebrate the 

Pentecost season and the beginning of summer 

activities, we will be releasing painted lady butterflies to celebrate 

God’s gift of creation. The Green Team is inviting you to order a 

butterfly for $15.00.  Following worship on June 12th, you will be given 

your butterfly to release by our garden.  This project is a Green Team 

fundraiser. Place your butterfly order by using the form below and 

turn it into the church office. 

 

Green Team Butterfly Order Form 

Order Deadline: Sunday, May 29th 

 

 

Quantity ____________  Total Cost ($15 each) _____________ 

 

Name: ______________________________________________ 

 

          Dedication (if any): ______________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________ 

 

Make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church. 

Please put “Butterflies” in the memo line. 

 
 

Tear this page out and leave with an usher or in the offering plate. 
 



 


