
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 15, 2022 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

Fifth Sunday in Easter 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
Youth & Education Director ……………………………………..........Pam Williams 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Christ is making all things new. In the 

mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through 

the lens of love. 



PRELUDE 

“Christ Is Alive”         arr. J. Wayne Kerr 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with 
Jesus Christ, and we are a new creation. 
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who was, 
who is, and who is to come. 
 
We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: 
through the earth, through the city, through every living thing. 
 
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 
and our sin is drowned forever. 
You open the gate of righteousness 
and we pass safely through. 
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 
You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 
You call us forth and send us out. 
In lush and barren places, you are with us. 
You have become our salvation. 
Now breathe upon this water 
and awaken your church once more. 
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 
To you, our Beginning and our End, 
our Shepherd and Lamb, 
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 
now and forever. Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN 
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. 

Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by 

your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-18 

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of the Jerusalem 

church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus’ testimony. In this way the 

mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized. 

A reading from Acts. 

1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the 

Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to 

Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you 

go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to 

explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa 

praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large 

sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and 

it came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, 

beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to 

me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for 

nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But a second 

time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you 

must not call profane.’ 10This happened three times; then everything was 

pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me 

from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit told me 

to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. 



These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s 

house. 13He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and 

saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give 

you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 
15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had 

upon us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how 

he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when 

we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 
18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, 

saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that 

leads to life.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6 

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us already. Yet we 

wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then we will see the new heaven, new 

earth, and new Jerusalem. 

A reading from Revelation. 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy 

city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 

as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying,  

 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 

 He will dwell with them; 

 they will be his peoples, 

 and God himself will be with them; 

 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

 Death will be no more; 



 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

 for the first things have passed away.” 

 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all 

things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy 

and true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift 

from the spring of the water of life.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL: John 13:31-35 

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer, Jesus speaks of his 

glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to death on the cross, will be the distinctive 

mark of Jesus’ community. 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 

glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in 

him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 
33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 

and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you 

cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one 

another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By 



this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.                                  

SERMON                   

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of 
resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your 

life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
“Entertain the Angels”                    (Heather Sorenson) 

Chancel Choir 
Please stand if you are able. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 

shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give 

us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those 

in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 



DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  Lift up your hearts. We lift 
them to the Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is food and drink for the journey. 
Take and be filled. 
 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG 

 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
“Where Charity and Love Prevail”       arr. Denis Bédard 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 

conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish 

your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that 

we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 

Lord. 

Amen. 



BLESSING 
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving 

Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen 
 
SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   
 “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!”       arr. Keith Kollander 
We encourage those who are able, to remain seated in the chairs for the postlude. 
 
Reader: Linda Hirt    Lay Assistant: Doug Hirt  
Ushers: McCracken/Milne  Coffee Hour: Faith Music Ministry 
 

Year to Date    January 1-March 31st, 2022  

Income    $  69,855.00 
Expenses     $  84,390.00 
Net Income (Loss)   $(14,535.00)  
  
 
Weekly Offering Reports    
 
5/1        5/8 
Loose Cash   $      86.00   Loose Cash   $       25.00 
Loose Checks  $      50.00   General Fund  $  7,165.00 
General Fund  $ 2,835.00   Butterflies   $       15.00 
Butterflies   $      50.00   Roof Fund   $     900.00 
Holle Series   $    150.00   Pantry Fund   $     311.00 
Book Sale   $      75.00   Parish House  $     100.00 
Pantry Fund   $    165.00   Subtotal   $ 8,516.00 
Parish House  $    100.00   Vanco 
Sunday School  $        7.00    General Operating $ 4,057.50 
Subtotal   $ 3,518.00    Building  $      25.00 
Vanco         Parish House $      25.25 
General Operating  $ 1,313.00    World Hunger $      25.25 
Pantry   $       50.00   Total    $12,649.00 
Total    $ 4,881.00 
 
 
 
 

 

For a quick overview of giving options, please 
visit the Faith Lutheran Church website and 

look for the giving button in the top right 
corner. 

www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
 



Important Upcoming Dates: Please see the Friday e-news for more 
information. If you do not receive the Friday e-news and would like to 

please email Katie at klove@faithlutheranokemos.org  
May Newsletters are also available in the Narthex. 

 
 

May 15th: Property Clean up: Rescheduled from 5/1 
May 22nd: Last Day of Sunday School & Sunday School Picnic 
May 29th: Last Day to place butterfly orders 
June 5th: Graduation Sunday 
June 6th: Green team meets at Faith at 6:30 P.M.  
June 12th: Butterfly Release  
August 1-5th: VBS 
 
 

 
 
Coffee Hour is BACK!  
Join us each Sunday, following worship, for 
coffee and light snacks. Please use the sign-
up sheet on the counter in the Narthex to 
sign up to host a Sunday. 
 

 
 
PICNIC 
Come join us as we celebrate the end of 
Sunday School and the beginning of Summer!  
When: Sunday, May 22 following worship 
Who: Everyone! 
Hotdogs, Lemonade and Water will be 
provided. Please bring a desert of dish to pass 
and a blanket or lawn chair.  

mailto:klove@faithlutheranokemos.org


Butterflies For Sale! 
On Sunday, June 12, we will be releasing live butterflies 
outside by our Butterfly Garden.  Butterflies are the 
symbol of new life.  And, as we celebrate the Pentecost 
season and the beginning of summer activities, we will 
be releasing painted lady butterflies to celebrate God’s 

gift of creation. The Green Team is inviting you to order a butterfly for 
$15.00.  
 
Following worship on June 12th, you will be given your butterfly to release 
by our garden.  This project is a Green Team fundraiser. Place your 
butterfly order by using the form available in the Narthex or by emailing 
Katie. Order forms are due by Sunday, May 29th.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use the form on the next page and tear it out to order your butterfly. You 

can leave the form with an usher or put it in the offering plate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Butterflies For Sale! 

On Sunday, June 12, we will be releasing live 

butterflies outside by our Butterfly Garden.  Butterflies 

are the symbol of new life.  And, as we celebrate the 

Pentecost season and the beginning of summer 

activities, we will be releasing painted lady butterflies to celebrate 

God’s gift of creation. The Green Team is inviting you to order a 

butterfly for $15.00.  Following worship on June 12th, you will be given 

your butterfly to release by our garden.  This project is a Green Team 

fundraiser. Place your butterfly order by using the form below and 

turn it into the church office. 

 

Green Team Butterfly Order Form 

Order Deadline: Sunday, May 29th 

 

 

Quantity ____________  Total Cost ($15 each) _____________ 

 

Name: ______________________________________________ 

 

          Dedication (if any): ______________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________ 

 

Make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church. 

Please put “Butterflies” in the memo line. 

 
 

Tear this page out and leave with an usher or in the offering plate. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Entertain the Angels (Heather Sorenson) 

Two people who are neighbors, but really live like strangers, 

Focused on the cares of their own lives; 

One having plenty, the other’s hands are empty, 

Both beloved in the Father’s eyes. 

We’ve a thousand solutions, if they’d just agree.  

We’ve forgotten we were once the “least of these.”  

And grace is not grace unless it’s free. 

 

Refrain: May we feed the hungry, homeless and flawed, 

Touch the diseased as if they were God. 

And in so doing, as we are faithful,  

We may entertain the angels. 

 

We’re afraid of the outcast, afraid of the contrast, 

Afraid they might diminish our own light. 

So we cling to excuses,  

disguised by the verses we claim as the reason that we’re right. 

We’ve told them before, why did they not learn? 

As if grace were something people could earn. 

As if grace were something anyone deserves. 

 

We were once the outcast, the hungry and the falling. 

May we never push away the people You are calling. 

 


