
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 8, 2022 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

Fourth Sunday in Easter 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
Youth & Education Director ……………………………………..........Pam Williams 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. 

It was true for those “who have come out of the great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the 

baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

forever. 



PRELUDE 

“Come Away to the Skies”            arr. George Shearing 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with 
Jesus Christ, and we are a new creation. 
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who was, 
who is, and who is to come. 
 
We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: 
through the earth, through the city, through every living thing. 
 
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 
and our sin is drowned forever. 
You open the gate of righteousness 
and we pass safely through. 
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 
You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 
You call us forth and send us out. 
In lush and barren places, you are with us. 
You have become our salvation. 
Now breathe upon this water 
and awaken your church once more. 
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 
To you, our Beginning and our End, 
our Shepherd and Lamb, 
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 
now and forever. Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN 
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, 

make us complete in everything good that we may do your will, and work 

among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43 
Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness and her work with clothing 
were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her back to life through the 
power of prayer. 
A reading from Acts. 

36Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in 

Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At 

that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid 

her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who 

heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, 

“Please come to us without delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with 

them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the 

widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing 

that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them 

outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and 

said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she 

sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints 

and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This became known throughout 

Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for 

some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17 

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the lamb who 

vanquishes sin and suffering. 

A reading from Revelation. 

9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 

palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,  

 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 

Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and 

the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne 

and worshiped God, 12singing,  

 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

 and thanksgiving and honor 

 and power and might 

 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed 

in white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are 

the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have 

come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

  and worship him day and night within his temple, 

  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

  the sun will not strike them, 

  nor any scorching heat; 

 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 



  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GATHERING OF THE NOISY OFFERING 

The Pantry Ministry & the Parish House Ministry are an important and vital part of our 

community. Today we will be taking an offering for the Parish House.     

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL: John 10:22-30 

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father are one. Those 

who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will never be snatched from his hand. 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It 

was winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of 

Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long 

will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 
25Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works 

that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not believe, 

because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I 

know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will 

never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father 



has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the 

Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are one.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.                                  

SERMON                   

       



HYMN OF THE DAY 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of 
resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your 

life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”          (John Ness Beck) 

Tammy Heilman and Ryan Thomson, vocal duet 
Please stand if you are able. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 

shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give 

us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those 

in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 



DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  Lift up your hearts. We lift 
them to the Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is food and drink for the journey. 
Take and be filled. 
 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG 

 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
“Gift of Finest Wheat”                arr. Jeffrey Honoré 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 

conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish 

your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that 

we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 

Lord. 

Amen. 



BLESSING 
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving 

Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen 
 
SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   
“Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”                  arr. Wilbur Held 
We encourage those who are able, to remain seated in the chairs for the postlude. 
 
Reader: Jon Harrison     Lay Assistant: Paul Hereza 
Ushers: Walter & Brenda Kopf   Coffee Hour: Thompsons 
 

Year to Date    January 1-March 31st 2022  

Income    $  69,855.00 
Expenses     $  84,390.00 
Net Income (Loss)   $(14,535.00)  
  
 
Weekly Offering Reports    
 
4/24        5/1 
Loose Cash   $      40.00   Loose Cash   $      86.00 
General Fund  $ 2,050.00   Loose Checks  $      50.00 
Building Rentals  $    200.00   General Fund  $ 2,835.00 
Flowers   $      15.00   Butterflies   $      50.00 
MRH    $      75.00   Holle Series   $    150.00 
Quilting Fund  $      50.00   Book Sale   $      75.00 
Pantry Fund   $    356.50   Pantry Fund   $    165.00 
Parish House  $    156.50   Parish House  $    100.00 
World Hunger  $      10.00   Sunday School  $        7.00 
Subtotal   $ 2953.00   Subtotal   $ 3,518.00 
Vanco        Vanco  
General Operating  $ 1,057.00    General Operating $ 1,313.00 
Total    $ 4,010.00    Pantry  $       50.00 

  Total    $ 4,881.00 
 
 
 
 

 

For a quick overview of giving options, please 
visit the Faith Lutheran Church website and 

look for the giving button in the top right 
corner. 

www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
 



Important Upcoming Dates: Please see the Friday e-news for more information. If you do not 
receive the Friday e-news and would like to please email Katie at 

klove@faithlutheranokemos.org May Newsletters are also available in the Narthex. 

 
May 15th: Property Clean up: Rescheduled from 5/1 
May 22nd: Last Day of Sunday School & Sunday School Picnic 
May 29th: Last Day to place butterfly orders 
June 5th: Graduation Sunday 
June 6th: Green team meets at Faith at 6:30 P.M.  
June 12th: Butterfly Release  
August 1-5th: VBS 

 
 
Butterflies For Sale! 
On Sunday, June 12, we will be releasing live butterflies 
outside by our Butterfly Garden.  Butterflies are the 
symbol of new life.  And, as we celebrate the Pentecost 
season and the beginning of summer activities, we will 

be releasing painted lady butterflies to celebrate God’s gift of creation. 
The Green Team is inviting you to order a butterfly for $15.00.  
 
Following worship on June 12th, you will be given your butterfly to release 
by our garden.  This project is a Green Team fundraiser. Place your 
butterfly order by using the form available in the Narthex or by emailing 
Katie. 
 

PICNIC 
Come join us as we celebrate the end of 
Sunday School and the beginning of Summer!  
When: Sunday, May 22 following worship 
Who: Everyone! 
Hotdogs, Lemonade and Water will be 
provided. Please bring a desert of dish to pass 
and a blanket or lawn chair.  

mailto:klove@faithlutheranokemos.org

