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Fourth Sunday in Lent

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
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Introduction to the day

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and
whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of God” in the
merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God has “rolled away . . .
the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are
we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!



PRELUDE

“Amazing Grace”

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of God,

who makes a way in the wilderness,
walks with us,

and guides us in our pilgrimage.
Amen.

Holy One,

we confess that we have wandered far from you:

we have not trusted your promises,

we have ignored your prophets in our own day,
we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us!

Forgive us and turn us again to you.

Teach us to follow in your ways,

assure us again of your love,

and help us to love our neighbor.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

the Word draws near to you,

and all who call out to God shall be saved.
In Jesus, God comes to you again and again
and gathers you under wings of love.

In -+ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.

arr. George Shearing

God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921, alt.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all

with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace,
and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.
Lord, Have Mercy
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Christ, . . . have  mer - Cy.

Music: Russian Orthodox traditional



OLD TESTAMENT READING: Joshua 5:9-12

By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the miraculous manna that
had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically bring their forty years of wilderness wandering to
an end at Gilgal.

A reading from Joshua.

°The LORD said to Joshua, “Today | have rolled away from you the disgrace
of Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.

While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in
the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho.
10n the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of
the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. *“The manna ceased on
the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had
manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed into newness. All
mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ’s resurrection. This is Paul’s strong
message to the congregation in the city of Corinth.

A reading from 2 Corinthians.

*From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know
him no longer in that way. /So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become
new! *8All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ,
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; *°that is, in Christ God was
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. ?°So we are



ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we

entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. *‘For our sake he
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become

the righteousness of God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GATHERING OF THE NOISY OFFERING

The Pantry Ministry & the Parish House Ministry are an important and vital part of our
community. We will be taking a Noisy Offering on the 2" (Parish House) and 4™ (Food Pantry)
Sundays of each month to help with these ministries.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has spurned it. The grace he
receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older brother who believes it is his obedience
that has earned his place in the father’s home.

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

'‘Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to
[Jesus.] And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”



*So he told them this parable: ‘**“There was a man who had two sons.
“The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the
property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property between
them. *A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and
traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in
dissolute living. “*“When he had spent everything, a severe famine took
place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. *°So he went
and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him
to his fields to feed the pigs. ‘°He would gladly have filled himself with
the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. *’But
when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands
have bread enough and to spare, but here | am dying of hunger! *8I will
get up and go to my father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have sinned
against heaven and before you; *°I am no longer worthy to be called your
son; treat me like one of your hired hands.””’ ?°So he set off and went to
his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.
’'Then the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and
before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son.” ?’But the father
said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. “>And get the fatted
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; “*for this son of mine was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to
celebrate.

2>“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. “°He called one of
the slaves and asked what was going on. ?’He replied, ‘Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him
back safe and sound.” “*Then he became angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and began to plead with him. 2°But he answered his
father, ‘Listen! For all these years | have been working like a slave for you,



and | have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me
even a young goat so that | might celebrate with my friends. *°But when
this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with
prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” *'Then the father said to
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. *’But we
had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and
has come to life; he was lost and has been found.””

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

Our Father, We Have Wandered
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I Our Fa - ther, we have wan - dered and hid - den  from your face;

2 And now at length dis - cern - ing the e - vil that we do,

3 O Lord of all the liv. - ing, both ban-ished and re - stored,
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be - hold us, Lord, re - turn - ing with hope and trust to you.
com - pas-sion-ate, for - giv - 1ing, and ev - er - car - ing Lord,

D — | | —

© . . -
But now, in ex - ile dwell - ing, we rise with fear and shame,
In haste you come to meet us and home re - joic - ing bring,
grant now that our ftrans - gress - ing, our faith-less- ness may cease.
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as, dis - tant but com - pel - ling, we hear you call our name.
n glad-ness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring.
Stretch out your hand in bless - ing, in par-don, and in  peace.

Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006
Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612
Text © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds: Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the
sake of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
“Jesus Walked this Lonesome Valley/ Nobody Knows the Trouble I've
Seen” (Lowell Everson)

Chancel Choir

Please stand if you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but

with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we
receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift
them to the Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is food and drink for the journey.
Take and be filled.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you Dbear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
“People, Weep For Your Great Sin” J.S. Bach

Please stand if you are able.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain
us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our
alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING
You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and
strengthened for the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and

mighty, T bless you this day and always. Amen.



SENDING SONG
Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling
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2 Why should we tar - ry when Je -sus 1is plead-ing, plead -ing for
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you and for me. See, on the por - tals he’s wait-ing and watch-ing,
you and for me?  Why should we lin - ger and heed not his mer - cies,
you and for me! Though we have sinned,he has mer-cy and par- don,
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watch-ing for you and for me.
mer - cies for you and for me? “Come home, come home!
par - don for you and for me.
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Je-sus is call-ing, call-ing, “O sin-ner, come home!”

Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909
Music: THOMPSON, Will L. Thompson
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“Voluntary in A Minor” John James

We encourage those who are able, to remain seated in the chairs for the postlude.



Reader: John McCracken
Lay Assistant: Rich Weingartner
Ushers: Kadrofske Family

Year to Date January 1-February 28th, 2022
Income S 49,987.00
Expenses S 55,647.00
Net Income (Loss) S (5,660.00)
03/13 3/20
Loose Cash S 7.00 N/A
General Fund $1,330.00
LWR Ukraine S 100.00
Flowers 5 15.00 For a quick overview of giving options,
Pantry Fund 5 100.00 please visit the Faith Lutheran Church
Parish House 5 335.00 website and look for the giving button in
Youth S 265.00 the top right corner.
Subtotal $2,152.00 www.faithlutheranokemos.org
Vanco
General Operating $1,157.00
Total $3,309.00

The area greenhouses are not accepting bulk
orders for Easter flowers due to supply chain
issues. We would like to have a colorful altar on
Easter Sunday and are researching other
resources. If you’re interested in purchasing
flowers, please designate $15 for the flower fund
along with your dedication by April 3rd.
Dedication forms are available on the counter in
the Narthex. Thank you, Worship Committee




Saturday, April 9, 2022
10a.m.-1p.m.
Faith Lutheran Church, Okemos

Ukrainian Easter Egg Making
& Silent Auction

100% of Proceeds will go to
Lutheran World Relief for support of Ukraine

Ukrainian Easter Egg Making and Silent Auction

Saturday, April 9, 10a.m. - 1 p.m.

Faith Lutheran is excited to host Shannon Donnally Quinn, Assistant Professor of Russian at MSU,
and a wonderful crafts-person. She has been making Ukrainian Easter Eggs for years and has
offered to volunteer her time and talents to lead a workshop where you will learn about and make
some Ukrainian Easter Eggs. All materials and supplies will be provided and the eggs you create will
be yours to keep. Space is limited. We are asking for a minimum $20 donation (collected at the event)
for each attendee and all proceeds will go to Lutheran World Relief (LWR) in support of relief efforts
for the Ukrainian crisis.

In addition we will have some items up for silent auction, again will all proceeds will go to Lutheran
World Relief.

Sign up to reserve your spot at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ukrainian-easter-egg-silent-auction-
fundraiser-tickets-305590719067
If you have any questions, please contact Rich Weingartner, mathwhiz@mathwhiz.org

Silent Auction Donations Needed

To help raise funds for Lutheran World Relief in support of relief efforts for the Ukrainian Crisis, we
will be holding a silent auction in conjunction with our Ukrainian Easter Egg making event. We are
looking for creative items to be auctioned off - items themed with sunflowers or in blue/yellow colors
would fit in very well with the mission of supporting our Ukrainian siblings. If you have items to
donate, please contact Rich Weingartner or Mike Eschelbach. Deadline for donations is Wednesday,
April 6.
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Worship Schedule for
Holy Week

Palm Sunday, Holy Week & Easter

Palm Sunday, April 10 — 10:00 AM

This service marks the beginning of Holy Week. Be present to discover your own rootedness in the
drama, which is Christ’s passion, a drama that has no audience. As we begin this holiest of weeks, this
is a drama in which we are participants. Come and allow the Passion story to embrace you, name you,
shape your very being and become your story!

Maundy Thursday, April 14 — 7:00 PM Eucharist

Jesus is making his journey to the cross. That journey includes time with the disciples in that upper
room meal where Jesus gives us a new commandment and greets us with his very life and blood. Be
present in the quiet as the altar is stripped and we follow Jesus’ journey to Gethsemane.

Good Friday, April 15-7:00 PM Service

Noon — 3:00 PM — Seven Last Words Service at University Lutheran Church.
Pastor Ellen will be preaching at noon on the First Word, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they are doing.” (The rest of the schedule for this service will be included in the April newsletter)

7:00 PM — Good Friday Service at Faith Lutheran

Join us as we stand at the foot of the cross to remember Jesus’ passion for this world. We come
together to remember that God’s love in Jesus transformed the cross and made it a symbol of life, hope
and forgiveness.

Easter Sunday, April 17 — 10:00 Eucharist

Be present to rejoice with us in worship as we celebrate Christ’s resurrection. Our alleluias will again
be proclaimed as we share the joy of the Risen Christ.



