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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

Third Sunday in Lent 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
Youth & Education Director ……………………………………..........Pam Williams 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut down! The warnings are 

accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The 

landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good news for 

all of us. Thanks be to God! 

 



PRELUDE 
“What Wondrous Love Is This”        (arr. Lloyd Larson) 

Faith Bells 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of God, 
who makes a way in the wilderness, 
walks with us, 
and guides us in our pilgrimage. 
Amen. 
 
Holy One, 
we confess that we have wandered far from you: 
we have not trusted your promises, 
we have ignored your prophets in our own day, 
we have squandered our inheritance of grace, 
we have failed to recognize you in our midst. 
Have mercy on us! 
Forgive us and turn us again to you. 
Teach us to follow in your ways, 
assure us again of your love, 
and help us to love our neighbor. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved in Christ, 
the Word draws near to you, 
and all who call out to God shall be saved. 
In Jesus, God comes to you again and again 
and gathers you under wings of love. 

In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. 
God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. 
Amen. 
 



GATHERING HYMN 
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through 

the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word 

and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 55:1-9 

To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a celebration of abundant 

life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love. Those who return to God will enjoy new life and 

forgiveness, because God’s ways are not our ways. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

  come to the waters; 

 and you that have no money, 

  come, buy and eat! 

 Come, buy wine and milk 

  without money and without price. 

 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

  and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  listen, so that you may live. 

 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

  my steadfast, sure love for David. 

 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

  a leader and commander for the peoples. 

 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  for he has glorified you. 

 

 6Seek the LORD while he may be found, 

  call upon him while he is near; 

 7let the wicked forsake their way, 

  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 



 let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 

  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

  nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 

 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

  so are my ways higher than your ways 

  and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 63:1-8           Read responsively  

 1O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; 

  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary 

land where there is no water. 

 2Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, 

  that I might behold your power and your glory. 

 3For your steadfast love is better than life itself; 

  my lips shall give you praise. 

 4So will I bless you as long as I live 

  and lift up my hands in your name.  

 5My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods, 

  and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 

 6when I remember you upon my bed, 

  and meditate on you in the night watches. 

 7For you have been my helper, 

  and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 

 8My whole being clings to you; 

  your right hand holds me fast.  

 



NEW TESTAMENT READING: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Paul uses images from Hebrew Scriptures and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus Christ: He is our rock, our 

water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of God’s faithfulness. 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

1I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our 

ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and 

all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the 

same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they 

drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 
5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were 

struck down in the wilderness. 

  6Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not 

desire evil as they did. 7Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as 

it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to 

play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, 

and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ to 

the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10And do 

not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 
11These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were 

written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 
12So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 13No 

testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is 

faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with 

the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to 

endure it. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9 

Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is deserved into a hard call to obedience. 
He then tells a parable that holds out hope that the timeline for ultimate judgment will be tempered by patience. 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1At that very time there were some present who told him about the 

Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] 

asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this 

way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?3No, I tell you; but 

unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who 

were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that 

they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I 

tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 

  6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his 

vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said 

to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit 

on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be 

wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I 

dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and 

good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.                                  



SERMON              

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the 

sake of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
“Come to the Water”                (John Foley, SJ) 

Chancel Choir 
  

 
Please stand if you are able. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but 

with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we 

receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 



DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  Lift up your hearts. We lift 
them to the Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is food and drink for the journey. 
Take and be filled. 
 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG 
 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”             arr. John Carter 
 
Please stand if you are able. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain 
us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our 
alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and 
strengthened for the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and 

mighty, ☩ bless you this day and always. Amen. 



SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
“Toccata Prima”              Girolamo Frescobaldi 
We encourage those who are able, to remain seated in the chairs for the postlude. 
 
Reader: Lois Neves 
Lay Assistant: Randy Royalty  
Ushers: Jack & Natalie Dingledine  
 

Year to Date    January 1-January 31st, 2022  

Income    $  33,482.00 
Expenses     $  25,774.00 
Net Income (Loss)   $     7708.00  
  
  
03/06        03/13 
Loose Cash   $    125.00   Loose Cash   $        7.00 
General Fund  $ 4,105.00   General Fund  $ 1,330.00 
LWR Ukraine  $    500.00   LWR Ukraine  $    100.00 
Pantry Fund   $      40.00   Flowers   $      15.00 
Parish House  $      50.00   Pantry Fund   $    100.00 
Youth    $    448.00   Parish House  $    335.00 
Subtotal   $ 5,268.00   Youth    $    265.00 
Vanco        Subtotal   $2,152.00 
 General  $ 3,835.00   Vanco 
 Building  $      25.00    General Operating $1,157.00 
 Youth   $      25.00   Total    $3,309.00 
 Pantry  $      50.00 
Total    $ 9,203.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

For a quick overview of giving options, 
please visit the Faith Lutheran Church 

website and look for the giving button in 
the top right corner. 

www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
 



The area greenhouses are not accepting bulk 
orders for Easter flowers due to supply chain 
issues.  We would like to have a colorful altar on 
Easter Sunday and are researching other 
resources.  If you’re interested in purchasing 
flowers, please designate $15 for the flower fund 
along with your dedication by April 3rd. 
Dedication forms are available on the counter in 
the Narthex. Thank you, Worship Committee 
 
 

 
WEEKLY LENTEN SERVICES from 7:15 – 7:45 PM. 

Our weekly Lenten Service this year will include portions of Holden 

Evening Prayer and a video that focuses on being a Witness At The Cross. 

These videos are presented by Amy-Jill Levine, Professor of New 

Testament and Jewish Studies at Hartford Seminary.  Professor Levine 

reminds us that the story of Jesus’ death is something we do not just read: 

we are meant to experience it.  In each Witness at the Cross video, she 

takes us by the hand and walks with us through the story, pausing 

alongside each of the characters to see and hear and feel how they 

individually experienced it, how each was affected by it. This is not just a fresh retelling of the 

Crucifixion narrative: it is a remarkably personal immersion and participation in the 

narrative.  Professor Levine breaks open new dimensions and possibilities of the story’s 

meaning for all of us. Each week we will meet a new witness.  These are the witnesses we will 

encounter: 

March 23 – The Soldiers 

March 30 – The Beloved Disciple 

April 6 – The Women 

  

You are invited to join us in-person as we learn from each of these witnesses. A live stream of 

the service will also be available on our facebook page.  

 

 

Maundy Thursday: April 14th 7:00 P.M. at Faith Lutheran 

Good Friday: April 15th 7:00 P.M. at Faith Lutheran 

Easter Egg Hunt and Party: April 16th 10:00 A.M. (5th Grade and below) at Faith Lutheran 

Easter Sunday: April 17th: 10:00 A.M. at Faith Lutheran 


