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517-349-0620

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
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Introduction to the day

Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would do well to listen closely to whom the
“blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to find our place in the crowd among those who desire to touch
Jesus. The risen Christ stands among us in the mystery of the holy supper with an invitation to live in him, and offers
power to heal us all.



PRELUDE
“Prelude and Fugue in F Major” J.S.Bach

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who creates us, redeems us,
and calls us by name. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.

We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.

We have rejected your word

when it made us confront ourselves.

We have failed to show hospitality

to those you called us to welcome.

Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe

in the glory of your Son born among us,

and reflect your love for all creation.

Amen.

Rejoice in this good news:

In - Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.

You are descendants of the Most High,

adopted into the household of Christ,

and inheritors of eternal life.

Live as freed and forgiven children of God. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Let Justice Flow like Streams
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I Let jus-tice flow like streams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,
2 Let righ-teous-ness roll  on as oth - ers” cares we heed,
3 So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure (rue,
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en - a-bling growth, re - fresh -ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.
an ev -er - flow - ing stream of faith trans-lat - ed in - to deed.
and jus-tice, right, and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.
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Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926
Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Williams, 1731-1776
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of

our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives
make known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Jeremiah 17:5-10

These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings that contrast two ways of
life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality of God is active in our life. Life without God brings a
curse, the power of death.

A reading from Jeremiah.

°Thus says the LORD:
Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
and make mere flesh their strength,
whose hearts turn away from the LORD.
°They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see when relief comes.
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.

'Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,
whose trust is the LORD.

*They shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream.

It shall not fear when heat comes,
and its leaves shall stay green;

in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit.



°The heart is devious above all else;
it is perverse—
who can understand it?
91 the LorD test the mind
and search the heart,
to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20

For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ has been raised, those who are in
Christ know that they too will be raised to a new life beyond death.

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

’Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of
you say there is no resurrection of the dead? “°If there is no resurrection
of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; **and if Christ has not been
raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in
vain. **We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we
testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true
that the dead are not raised. ‘°For if the dead are not raised, then Christ
has not been raised. '/If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and
you are still in your sins. **Then those also who have died in Christ have
perished. *°If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all
people most to be pitied.

’OBut in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of
those who have died.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GATHERING OF THE NOISY OFFERING

The Pantry Ministry & the Parish House Ministry are an important and vital part of our
community. We will be taking a Noisy Offering on the 2" (Parish House) and 4™ (Food Pantry)
Sundays of each month to help with these ministries.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 6:17-26

After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the nature and demands of
discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising statements about who is truly blessed in the eyes of
God.

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

’IJesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a
great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all
Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.**They had come to
hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were
troubled with unclean spirits were cured. *?’And all in the crowd were
trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.

’’Then he looked up at his disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor,

for yours is the kingdom of God.
?1“Blessed are you who are hungry now,



for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you,
revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. “*Rejoice in
that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for
that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.
24“But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.
2>“\Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.
’6“\Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their
ancestors did to the false prophets.”

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
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1 Lord,whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;

3 As we  wor - ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
still the cap -tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.

in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser- vants,bring the wor-ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids wus bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im - part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring us  to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxtord University Press
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The assembly is seated

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS
The presiding minister begins.

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for John & Phylis
Schleicher, united with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome into
the life and ministry of Faith Lutheran Church.

APOSTLES’ CREED
The presiding minister continues.

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. |
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS

In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in
the mission of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to
hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the
good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people,
following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all
the earth.

The presiding minister addresses the new members.

Do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s
people in this place?

Those being welcomed respond.

| do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new
members in Christian living?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.



WELCOME

Those being welcomed face the assembly. The pastor addresses the
assembly.

Let us welcome our new members to this community of faith.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks
and praise to God and proclaim the good news to the entire world.

The congregation gives acclamation and thanks.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold
to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds: Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and
all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our
Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
“Behold Now the Kingdom” (John Michael Talbot)



Please stand if you are able.
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe.

You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey.

Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food,

and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ
our light. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to God’s table.
There is a place for you and enough for all.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.



INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” arr. Janet Linker

Please stand if you are able.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, gracious God,

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.
Send us to bring good news

and to proclaim your favor to all,

strengthened with the richness of your grace

in your Son, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

BLESSING
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you,

and who calls you by name, + bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever. Amen.



SENDING SONG

Build a Longer Table
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long-er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - Iiles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
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feed - ing those who hun - ger, mak - ing room for all.
where the weak find shel - ter, mer - cy will not fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar - ing no ex - pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
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Feast - ing to - geth - er, strang-er turns to friend,
For an -y place  where jus - tice is de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di vi - sions end.
Christ will breach the jail wall, free-ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol

Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
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DISMISSAL

Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.




POSTLUDE
“Allegro” Thomas Arne

We encourage those who are able, to remain seated in the chairs for the postlude.

Reader: Elaine Harrison
Lay Assistant: Paul Hereza
Ushers: Walter & Brenda Kopf

Year to Date January — December 30, 2021
Income S 285,472
Expenses S 288,230
Net Income (Loss) S (2,758)
1/30/22 2/6/22
General Fund S 2,070.00 Loose Cash S 35.00
Subtotal S 2,070.00 Loose Checks S 30.00
Vanco General Fund S 4,375.00
General OperatingS  957.00 Memorials S 25.00
Pantry S 50.00 Flowers S 18.00
Total S 3,077.00 Pantry S 50.00
Parish House S 150.00
Subtotal S 4,683.00
Vanco

General S 3,535.00

Building S 25.00
Total $ 8,243.00

For a quick overview of giving
options, please visit the Faith
Lutheran Church website and
look for the giving button in
the top right corner.
www.faithlutheranokemos.org




