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Second Sunday after Epiphany 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
Youth & Education Director ……………………………………..........Pam Williams 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to us as it was made known to the magi 

and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ baptism—today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s people as 

those being married rejoice over one another. By the power of the Spirit there are gifts galore for everyone. In Christ 

Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and see. 



PRELUDE 
“Psalm 19”                   (Marcello) 

Faith Bells 

 

CONFESSING RACISM: A Lament for the Church  

As church, we confess the sin of racism and condemn racist 
rhetoric and the ideology of white supremacy. God, have mercy.  
God, have mercy.  

As church, we confess, repent, and repudiate the times when this 
church has been silent in the face of racial injustice. God, have 
mercy.  
God, have mercy.  

Racism is deeply ingrained within the ELCA, a predominantly white 
church. It is deeply embedded within the individual congregations 
whose members continue to foster stereotypes and support policies 
that actively hurt people of color. God, have mercy.  
God, have mercy.  

As church, we declare that the enslavement of black bodies and 
the removal of indigenous peoples established racism in the 
United States, a truth this nation and this church have yet to fully 
embrace. God, have mercy.  
God, have mercy.  

Rooted in slavery, racism is manifested through the history of 
Jim Crow policies, racial segregation, the terror of lynching, 
extrajudicial killings by law enforcement, and the 
disproportionate incarceration of people of color. God, have 
mercy.  
God, have mercy.  
 



As church we lament the institutional racism of discriminatory treatment 
within the call process; inequitable compensation of clergy of color; racial 
segregation; divestment from black communities and congregations; 
systemic policies and organizational practices; and a failure to fully 
include the gifts of leadership and worship styles of black people, 
indigenous people, and people of color. God, have mercy.  
God, have mercy.  
 
Confessions are empty promises without meaningful actions—actions 
that are grounded in prayer, education, and soul-searching repentance. 
The sin of racism separates us from one another. Though we trust that 
we are reconciled to God through Christ’s death and resurrection, we 
seek such life-giving reconciliation with one another. As we repent, let us 
not turn back to ideologies that promote white supremacy. We trust that 
God can make all things new. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN 
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led 

many to faith by the works of your Son, who brought gladness and 

salvation to his people. Transform us by the Spirit of his love, that we 

may find our life together in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMANT READING: Isaiah 62:1-5 

The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and political troubles. Nevertheless, the 

prophet declares, Jerusalem and Judah will be restored. God will rejoice over Jerusalem as a bridegroom 

rejoices over the bride, and the people are called to the celebration. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

  and her salvation like a burning torch. 

 2The nations shall see your vindication, 

  and all the kings your glory; 

 and you shall be called by a new name 

  that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 4You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 

  and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 



 but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 

  and your land Married; 

 for the LORD delights in you, 

  and your land shall be married. 

 5For as a young man marries a young woman, 

  so shall your builder marry you, 

 and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 

  so shall your God rejoice over you. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
 
NEW TESTAMANT READING: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing their spiritual gifts, thinking some 

to be superior to others. Paul invites this fractured community to trust that God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all 

perfectly for their mission together. 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to 

be uninformed. 2You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed 

and led astray to idols that could not speak. 3Therefore I want you to 

understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus 

be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

  4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are 

varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of 

activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 
7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 

another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to 

another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one 

Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 

another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, 



to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one 

and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 

chooses. 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: John 2:1-11 

Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ signs. Through many such 

epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears God’s creative power and joyful presence into the world. 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother 

of Jesus was there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the 

wedding. 3When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, 

“They have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is 

that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5His mother said to 

the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6Now standing there were six 

stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty 

or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 



filled them up to the brim. 8He said to them, “Now draw some out, and 

take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9When the steward tasted 

the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from 

(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called 

the bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, 

and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you 

have kept the good wine until now.” 11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, 

in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in 

him. The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.                                  

 

 

SERMON              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY 

 
PRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE A-708005 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold 
to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: 
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and 

all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our 

Savior. 

Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to God’s table. 
There is a place for you and enough for all. 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen 

 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on 
the abundance of your house. Send us to bring good news and to 
proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of your grace in 
your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, 

and who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 
today and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL 
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Concerto, Op. 4, No. 6, Allegro moderato”         G. F. Handel 

 

Year to Date    January – November 30, 2021  

Income    $ 249,839 
Expenses     $ 261,185 
Net Income (Loss)   $ (11,346)  
  
  
12/31/21 (last deposit of the year)   01/09/22 
Loose Cash   $     260.00   General Fund  $   4,705.00 
General Fund  $  8,085.00   Pantry Fund   $        50.00 
Staff Appreciation  $     590.00   Parish House  $        50.00 
Building Rental  $     100.00   Subtotal   $  4,805.00 
Parish House  $     100.00   Vanco 
Roof Fund   $       50.00    General Operating $  3,815.00 
Subtotal   $  9,185.00    Building  $       25.00 
Simply Giving      Total    $  8,645.00 
 General  $  8,550.00 
 Pantry  $       50.00 
 Staff Appreciation $     100.00 
Total    $17,885.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For a quick overview of giving 
options, please visit the Faith 
Lutheran Church website and 
look for the giving button in 

the top right corner. 
www.faithlutheranokemos.org 

 


