N
CHRISTMAS
EVE

December 24, 2021
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

4515 Dobie Road
Okemos, M| 48864
517-349-0620

Christmas Eve

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
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Introduction to the day

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised
king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus
Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including
lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole
world.



PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

PRELUDE
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” (arr. David Blackwell)
OPENING HYMN

O, Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit - 1 - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - 1y to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus,
O <come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802—1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the

true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHORAL ANTHEM
“Mary, Did You Know?” (Lowry and Green, arr. Schrader)
Chancel Choir




GOSPEL READING: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]

God'’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and proclaim
God'’s blessing of peace.

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

‘In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the
world should be registered. “This was the first registration and was taken
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. *All went to their own towns to be
registered. “Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. "He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. °While they
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. “And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him
in @ manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

®In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. “Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
'9But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—| am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: 'to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. **This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” **And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,

1““Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

>When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” *°So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.



“When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; **and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. °But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. °The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.]

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY

Angels We Have Heard on High
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-1ly sing -ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro - long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.

What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav’'n - ly song?
come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord, the mnew - born king.
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0N [
Ao ~ | I I
v -
(o1 P f 2 5
4 | | ' o g
Glo - ri-a
n ]
7 . | [ ! — - ]
] et z P - f o o J_‘_d
| o€ | f |
| ! ] |
in ex-cel-sis De - o; glo
n | | {
o | —— —
o - ud o |
et Y1 | G O
J & & l
- ri-a in ex-cel-sis De - 0.

Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864
Music: GLORIA, French carol
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time
and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds:
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers

to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus
Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
“Jesus, Oh What a Wonderful Child” (arr. Hayes)
Deb Borton-McDonough, Tammy Heilman, Bob Nelson
Vocal Trio




GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
To the tune of “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord!

God of hosts, by all adored!
Heav’'n and earth cannot contain
All the glory of your name!

Hail, hosanna, God most high!
Blest is He who now draws nigh
in the name of God the King!
Hallelujahs glad we sing:

Hail, hosanna! Praises due

be forever, Lord, to you!



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word
brought light into the world. In the fullness of time, you sent your Word,
born of Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters
and sons.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and
resurrection, we await his coming again when all things will be restored
in him. By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and
nourished by you, we may live as your children, shining with the light of
your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table,
come, see what God makes known for you.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

VOCAL MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

“Gentle Mary, Tender Mary” (Jay Althouse)
Bob Nelson, soloist

“Sweet Little Jesus Boy” (arr. Dan Galbraith and Erik Foster)
Tammy Heilman, soloist

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal

we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we
may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLES

As Bruce plays the introduction to Silent Night, the ushers will light the candles that are set on
the front tables. After the candles are lit, we will sing the hymn. At the completion of the
service, you may then extinguish the candle you brought, and take it home with you.

Silent Night, Holy Night!
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
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1 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! All is  calm,
2 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! Shep - herds quake
3 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! Son of  God,
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Hol - der Kna - be im lok - ki-gen Haar, schlaf in  himm - li- scher

Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav’n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - lu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re-deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf in himm - li - scher Rubh.
peace, sleep in heav - en-ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.
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Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885
Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 1787-1863



BLESSING

The God of hope

fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord 1is come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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sing, and heav’n, and  heav'n and na - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse 1is found.
love, and won - ders, won ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Joy to the World” arr. Mary Beth Bennett

Worship Services on Sunday, December 26" and Sunday,

J ®n | € January 3" will be Online Only.

WO rSh | p They can be viewed on our Facebook page at 10:00 A.M.
and found under videos following the service.

https://www.facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos
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