
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

November 7, 2021 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

All Saints Sunday 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
Youth & Education Director ……………………………………..........Pam Williams 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
Of all three years of the lectionary cycle, this year’s All Saints readings have the most tears. Isaiah and 

Revelation look forward to the day when God will wipe away all tears; in John’s gospel, Jesus weeps along with 

Mary and all the gathered mourners before he demonstrates his power over death. On All Saints Day we 

celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for our beloved dead as well, knowing that 

God honors our tears. We bring our grief to the table and find there a foretaste of Isaiah’s feast to come. 



PRELUDE 
“Sing with All the Saints in Glory”   arr. Mark Himmelman (hymn 426)  
    
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 
God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN 
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in 

the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to 

follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know 

the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 25:6-9 

Isaiah sees a vision of the end of days, when God will gather all people on God’s holy mountain and will 

prepare for them a rich feast. At this banquet God will wipe the tears from all eyes. And there will be no more 

sorrow, for God will destroy death itself. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 

  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 7And he will destroy on this mountain 

  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 

  8he will swallow up death forever. 

 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

  for the LORD has spoken. 



 9It will be said on that day, 

  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 

  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Revelation 21:1-6a 

Here is a vision of the new heaven and new earth in which God resides fully with God’s people so that mourning, despair, 

and pain have been eradicated. These renewing words from the God who spans all of time are trustworthy and true. 

A reading from Revelation. 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy 

city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 

as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying,  

 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 

 He will dwell with them; 

 they will be his peoples, 

 and God himself will be with them; 

 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

 Death will be no more; 

 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

 for the first things have passed away.” 

  5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all 

things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy 

and true.” 6aThen he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the beginning and the end.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



GATHERING OF THE NOISY OFFERING 

The Pantry Ministry is becoming vital to the greater community and, consequently, our supply 

cupboards are becoming bare. So, we will be taking a Noisy Offering on the 1st and 3rd 

Sundays of each month to help replenish food and personal care items in these pantries.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: John 11:32-44 

Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to come, when death and weeping will 

be no more. 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet 

and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her 

also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He 



said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But 

some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 

have kept this man from dying?” 

 

  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 

and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a 

stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I 

not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So 

they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I 

thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I 

have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 

believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud 

voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet 

bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to 

them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON   

 

 

 

                          

 



HYMN OF THE DAY  
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DEDICATION OF LIGHT CANISTERS AND 

NEW LIGHTS 

These are dedicated in memory of Carol 
Towl, Pastor Darrell Neves, and Ken 
Whitmyer. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now 
as we pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: 
 
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

God our protection and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. 

Remain with us always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
“City Called Heaven”              (arr. Josephine Poelinitz) 

Victoria Waler, soloist 
Chancel Choir  

Extracted from 11-3-2019 



OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  
Holy God, 
the earth is yours and everything in it, 
yet you have chosen to dwell among your creatures. 
Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine, 
and strengthen us to be your body for the world 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and 
praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the witness of your saints 
you show us the hope of our calling and strengthen us to run the race set 
before us, that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in 
glory. And so, with Ken Whitmyer, Helen Venn, Walter Aven and Loretta 
Milne and all the saints, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 

 
 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
“Shall We Gather at the River”     arr. Dale Wood 

 

 



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Blessed Jesus, 
at this table, you have been for us both host and meal. 
Now send us forth to extend our tables 
and to share your gifts 
until that day when all feast together 
at your heavenly banquet. 
Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
God, the beginning and the end, 
who has written your name in the book of life, 

☩ bless and keep you in grace and peace 
from this time forth and forevermore. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE A-708005 

 
DISMISSAL 
Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



POSTLUDE 
“Sortie in F Major”                    César Franck 
 
Lay Assistant: Bob Nelson                               Ushers: McCracken/Milne 

Reader: Jon Harrison 
 

Year to Date    January – September 30th  

Income    $ 188,478 
Expenses     $ 215,395 
Net Income (Loss)   $ (26,917)  
  
  
10/24/21       10/31/21 
Loose Cash   $       51.00   Loose Cash   $      40.00 
General Fund  $  3,070.00   General Fund  $ 1,765.00 
Pantry Fund   $       50.00   Youth    $    190.00 
Caring Committee  $       50.00   Building Rental  $    100.00 
Parish House  $     100.00   Parish House  $ 1,128.93 
Subtotal   $ 3,321.00   World Hunger  $       11.00 
Simply Giving      Memorial 
 General  $    980.00    Ken Whitmyer $ 1,000.00 
Total    $ 4,301.00   Subtotal   $ 4,334.93 
        Simply Giving              
         General  $    600.00 
        Total    $ 4,934.93 

For a quick overview of giving 
options, please visit the Faith 
Lutheran Church website and 
look for the giving button in 

the top right corner. 
www.faithlutheranokemos.org 

 

If you would like a copy of the 

Quarterly Meeting minutes, 

please email Katie at 

klove@faithlutheranokemos.org 


