
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

October 31, 2021 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

Reformation Day 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
Youth & Education Director ……………………………………..........Pam Williams 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order 

to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s 

grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the 

freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in 

worship and mission. 



PRELUDE 
“A Mighty Fortress”        arr. Wilbur Held  
    
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 
God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN 
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews 

the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 

trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 

church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Romans 3:19-28 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human 

beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with 

God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin 

and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 

A reading from Romans. 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are 

under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world 

may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified 

in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes 

the knowledge of sin. 

 

  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 

disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the 



righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 

there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice 

of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he 

himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that 

of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is 

justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 



GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that sets 

people free from sin. 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my 

word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the 

truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of 

Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 

saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits 

sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the 

household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you 

free, you will be free indeed.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



During the Hymn of the Day, you are invited to bring your 2022 pledges 
forward and place them in the offering plate. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
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Prayer Over Pledge Cards   

Gracious and loving God, giver of all that is good and true and beautiful 
and life-giving.  These cards represent our sweat, they represent our 
lives, they represent our dreams. The pledges which we make on them 
are but tokens of the awesome gifts that have been given to us and they 
are pledged in thanksgiving for all we have received, for all we have 
been inspired to be, for all we are challenged to become, in this place.   

May they be the first fruits of all we have and not what we have left 
over, so that we may live out as closely as possible how you give to us. 
May we see them as our offering to you, sacred, holy, yet earthy, filled 
with possibilities. May we hold this image in our hearts and minds so as 
we watch our offerings each week come to your table, we can see our 
very selves being part of this offering, it is us on the table, living sacrifices 
to you.  Amen.   

The Rt. Rev. Greg Rickel   
Diocesan Bishop, Diocese of Olympia 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join 
in prayer for all of God’s creation. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: 
 
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your 

hands; through Jesus Christ, our truth and life. Amen. 



PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
“This Little Light of Mine”            (arr. Mark Patterson) 

Chancel Choir  
Rich Weingartner, Tambourine 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of abundance, 
you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
Unite them with the offering of our lives 
to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and 
praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 

 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
“As the Grains of Wheat”                arr. Ron Schmoltze 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood 
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO 3RD & 4TH GRADERS 
 
Education Director:  
Receive the Word of God. 
Learn its stories and study its words. 
Its stories belong to us all, 
and these words speak to us all. 
They tell us who we are. 
They tell us that we belong to one 
another, 
for we are the people of God. 
  
Bibles are presented to the children 
  
CONGREGATION RESPONDS: 
We rejoice in this step in your journey with God. 
We pray God will guide you, your family, and us 
as you use this Holy Bible in your home, 
in your church school classes, and in our worship. 
We will learn together and grow in our love for God's Word. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BLESSING 
People of God, 
you are Christ’s body, 
bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”          arr. Timothy Albrecht 
 
Lay Assistant: Walter Kopf                              Ushers: Jon & Elaine Harrison 

Reader: Brenda Kopf 
 

Year to Date    January – September 30th  

Income    $ 188,478 
Expenses     $ 215,395 
Net Income (Loss)   $ (26,917)  
  
  
10/10/21       10/17/21 
Loose Cash   $       50.00   Loose Cash   $       35.00 
General Fund  $  1,705.00   General Fund  $ 6,020.00 
Youth    $     650.00   World Hunger  $    200.00 
Pantry Fund   $       50.00   Subtotal   $ 6,255.00 
Parish House  $    685.00   Simply Giving  
Roof Fund   $ 1,500.00    General  $ 3,025.00 
Subtotal   $ 4,640.00    Building  $      25.00 
Simply Giving      Total    $ 9,305.00 
 General  $    530.00 
Total    $5,170.00 
 
10/24/21 
Loose Cash   $       51.00 
General Fund  $  3,070.00  
Pantry Fund   $       50.00 
Caring Committee  $       50.00 
Parish House  $     100.00 
Subtotal   $ 3,321.00 
Simply Giving 
 General  $    980.00 
Total    $ 4,301.00 

 

For a quick overview of giving 
options, please visit the Faith 
Lutheran Church website and 
look for the giving button in 

the top right corner. 
www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
 

Quarterly Meeting 
immediately following  
10:00 A.M. Worship. 
Childcare provided. 


