Let the little children come to me ...
it is to such as these that the
kingdom of God belongs.
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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
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.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
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Introduction to the day

Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we find
comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in favor of
the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are fending off the children
should challenge us as well. What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does?



PRELUDE
“Prelude, Op. 41, No. 1” Alexandre Guilmant

STEWARDSHIP TEMPLE TALK Deb Borton-McDonough

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose teaching is life,

whose presence is sure,

and whose love is endless.

Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray.

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.

Free us from our sin, gracious God.

Listen when we call out to you for help.

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

By the gift of grace in F Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

O Christ, Our Hope

0
A  —
57— —
1 O Christ, our hope, our hearts’ de - sire, cre - a - tion’s
2 How wvast your mer - cy to ac - cept the bur - den
3 But now the bonds of death are burst, the ran - som
4 Oh, let  your might - y love pre - wvail to purge us
5 All praise to you, as - cend - ed Lord; all glo - ry
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might-y Lord, re - deem - er of  the fall - en world, by
of our sin, and bow your head in cru - el death to
has been paid; you reign a - bove at God’s right hand, in
of our prde, that we may stand be - fore  your throne by
ev - er be to Fa - ther, Son, and Spir - it blest through
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ho - ly love out - poured, by ho - ly love  out- poured:
make wus clean with - in, to make us clean with - in.
robes of light ar - rayed, in robes of light ar - rayed.
mer - cy pu - 1 - fied, by mer - cy pu - 1 - fied.
all e - ter - ni - ty, through all e - ter - ni - ty!

Text: Latin hymn, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 18061876, adapt.
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.




PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one

another. Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to
trust like little children, that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 2:18-24

Genesis 2 stresses that people are not meant to live in isolation but in relationship. Out of love for humanity,
God creates them male and female, to provide companionship for each other and to become with each other
“one flesh.” The Hebrew words used here are ish (man) and ishshah (woman).

A reading from Genesis.

®The LorD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; | will
make him a helper as his partner.” *“So out of the ground the Lorb God
formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought
them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man
called every living creature, that was its name. “°The man gave names to
all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but
for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. *!So the LORD
God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took
one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. ??And the rib that the
LoRD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought
her to the man. >*Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,
for out of Man this one was taken.”



““Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife,
and they become one flesh.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - Jle-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Mark 10:2-16

Jesus announced and enacted in history the new reality of God’s surprising activity. These two stories
demonstrate this new reality: Women and children are accepted and valued, not dismissed as inferior to adult
men.

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

’Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a
man to divorce his wife?” *He answered them, “What did Moses
command you?” “They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate
of dismissal and to divorce her.” °But Jesus said to them, “Because of
your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. °But from
the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.” "‘For this



reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
®and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one
flesh. °Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

“Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter.
"He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another
commits adultery against her; *?and if she divorces her husband and
marries another, she commits adultery.”

3people were bringing little children to him in order that he might
touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. *“But when Jesus
saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come
to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of
God belongs. **Truly | tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of
God as a little child will never enter it.” *°*And he took them up in his
arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Kim O’Brien



HYMN OF THE DAY

God, When Human Bonds Are Broken
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1 God, when hu-man bonds are bro-ken and we lack the love or skill
2 Through that still-ness, with your Spir-it  come in - to our world of stress,
3 You in us are bruised and bro-ken: hear us as we seek Tte - lease
4 Send us, God of new be - gin-nings, hum-bly hope-ful in - to life.
5 Give us faith to  be more faith-ful, give us hope to  be more true,
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Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929

Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 1823—1889
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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to  re - store the hope of heal -ing, give us grace and make us  still.
for the sake of Christfor-giv -ing all the fail-ures we con - fess.
from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing; set us free and grant us peace.
Use us a means of bless-ing: make us stron-ger, give us faith.
give us love to go on learn-ing: God, en-cour-age and re - new!
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds:

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
“Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” (Kirkpatrick, arr. Jackson)
Bob Nelson, soloist

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of abundance,

you cause streams to break forth in the desert
and manna to rain from the heavens.

Accept the gifts you have first given us.

Unite them with the offering of our lives

to nourish the world you love so dearly;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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2 = —— —
' = | PR
v = Lz
Bless-ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
9 - e
B —f e = v
J ' ' Vo & !

S s

san-na in the high - est;, ho -san - na in the high - est.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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I O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
“Though | May Speak” arr. Dale Wood

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Lord of life,

in the gift of your body and blood

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,

bearing witness to the abundance of your love

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

People of God,

you are Christ’s body,

bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, *+ one God,

bless you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING SONG

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heav’'n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing Spir - it im - to ev - ry
3 Come, Al-might - vy, to de - liv - er; let us all thy
4 Fin - ish then thy new «cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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earth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let us all m thee 1 - her - 1it; let us
life re - ceive; sud -den - ly re - turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us  be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy  prom - ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - 1y,
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and  praise thee
till in heav’'n we take our place, till we cast our
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out «ceas - ing, glo - ry n thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost n won - der, love, and praise!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling’

)

Lay Assistant: Randy Royalty

Reader: John McCracken

Ushers: Mike & Heidi Nussdorfer

arr. Mark Thallendar

Year to Date

January - July 31, 2021

Income $ 152,988
Expenses S 165.465
Net Income (Loss) $(12,477)
9/19/21 9/26/21
Loose Cash S 106.00 Loose Cash S 52.00
General Fund $2,520.00 General Fund S 1,410.00
Roof Fund S 50.00 Pantry Fund S 300.00
Parish House S 865.16 World Hunger S 5.00
Other S 50.00 Subtotal $1,767.00
World Hunger S 25.00 Simply Giving
Subtotal $3,616.16 General S 950.00
Simply Giving Total $2,717.00
General $3,380.00
Building S 25.00
Total $7,021.16

For a quick overview of giving options, please visit the Faith Lutheran
Church website and look for the giving button in the top right corner.



