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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . .
.. .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer,
study and fellowship
.. .we Equip the people of God with a faith
that works in real life
.. .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ
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Introduction to the day

Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and the disciples want him stopped.
They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders who prophesied without official authorization. Like
Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good being done in his name, even when it is not under his
control. The circle we form around Jesus’ word must be able to value good being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by
people we can’t keep tabs on.



PRELUDE
“Celebration” (Robert Hughes)
Faith Bells

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,
whose teaching is life,

whose presence is sure,

and whose love is endless.

Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray.

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.

Free us from our sin, gracious God.

Listen when we call out to you for help.

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

By the gift of grace in F Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun
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1 A - wake, soul, with the sun thy
2 Al praise thee, safe  hast kept and
3 Lord, I VOWS thee re - new. Dis -
4 Di - rect, con - trol, - gest, this day, all
5 Praise God, from whom bless - ings  flow; praise
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dai - ly  stage du - ty run; shake off dull sloth, and
hast re - freshed me while slept. Grant, Lord, when 1 from
perse my  sins morn - ing dew; guard my first springs of
I de - sign do say, that all my pow’rs, with
God, all crea - tures here be - low; praise God a - bove, ye
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joy - ful rise pay morn - ing sac - 11 - fice.
death shall wake, may end less light par - take.
thought and  will; with thy - self my spir - it fill.
all their might, thy glo Ty may u - nite.
heav'n - ly  host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.

Music: MORNING HYMN, Frangois H. Barthélémon, 17411808
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with

you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear
the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this reading. God provides manna in
the wilderness, yet the people crave meat. What is truly needful? God bestows the spirit on seventy elders, yet
two men not designated as leaders prophesy in the power of God’s spirit. What constitutes real leadership?

A reading from Numbers.

“The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also
wept again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! "We remember the fish
we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the
leeks, the onions, and the garlic; °but now our strength is dried up, and
there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.”

“Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the
entrances of their tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses
was displeased. 'So Moses said to the LorD, “Why have you treated your
servant so badly? Why have | not found favor in your sight, that you lay
the burden of all this people on me? *’Did | conceive all this people? Did |
give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom,
as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath
to their ancestors’? *Where am | to get meat to give to all this people?
For they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!” **l am not
able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. *°If this
is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if | have
found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.”



°So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of
Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over
them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place
there with you.”

2“So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and
he gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the
tent. “°Then the LoRD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took
some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and
when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do
SO again.

’Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other
named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those
registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied
in the camp. /And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad
are prophesying in the camp.” “*And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of
Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” *?But
Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the
LORDs people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on
them!”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Let it burn like fire with-in  us: speak un - tl our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Mark 9:38-50

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves service and sacrifice. His
disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to them as well as to others.

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*¥)ohn said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in
your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.”
*9But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power
in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. “°Whoever is
not against us is for us. “*For truly | tell you, whoever gives you a cup of
water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose
the reward.

“2“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones
who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were
hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. “’If your hand
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed



than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. *°And
if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter
life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. ’And if your
eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown
into hell, “*where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.

“9“For everyone will be salted with fire. °°Salt is good; but if salt has
lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be
at peace with one another.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

How Small Our Span of Life
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I How small our span of life, O God, our years from birth till death:
2 And yet our speck of life 1is spanned by your in-fin - 1 - ty;
3 O Chnst,you left e - ter - m - ty to plunge in time’s swift stream,
4 We thank you, God, for kind-ling faith that lights our tran - sient years,
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a sin - gle beat with - in the heart, the catch-ing of a breath,
our tick of time on earth is caught in your e -ter - ni - ty.
to share the short-ness of our span, our mor - tal lives re - deem.
il - lu-min-ing our pil-gnm-age through mists of doubt and fears;
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a drop with-in the o-cean’s deep, a grain up -on the shore,
While suns and stars spin  end-less - ly through depths of cos-mic space,
You filled your cross-closed years with love; you loved us to the end

for  hope that sees a life be-yond the swift - ly pass-ing days;
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a flash of light be - fore we sleep to see the sun no more.
while ae-ons r1oll and ag-es pass, you hold us iIn  your grace.
and touch us with your r1is-en life that ours may time trans-cend.
for love, both hu - man and di- vine, that lifts our hearts to praise.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923

Music: KINGSFOLD, English traditional

Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds:

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
“By Grace We Have Been Saved” (Rundman and Houge)
Chancel Choir

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of abundance,

you cause streams to break forth in the desert
and manna to rain from the heavens.

Accept the gifts you have first given us.

Unite them with the offering of our lives

to nourish the world you love so dearly;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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san-na in the high - est;, ho -san - na in the high - est.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.



COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.
COMMUNION SONG
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I O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” arr. John Carter

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Lord of life,

in the gift of your body and blood

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,

bearing witness to the abundance of your love

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



BLESSING

People of God,

you are Christ’s body,

bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, = one God,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.
SENDING SONG
Every Time I Feel the Spirit
Refrain
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1 Up-on the moun - tain my Lord spoke,
2 .. All a - round me looked so fine,
3 .. Jor-dan riv - er, chilly and cold,
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out of  his mouth came fire and smoke.
asked . . ... my Lord if all was mine.
chills the bod - vy but not the soul.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: PENTECOST, African American spiritual; arr. Melva W. Costen, b. 1933

Arr. © 1990 Melva W. Costen, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Allegro” Thomas Arne

Lay Assistant: Doug Hirt
Reader: Brenda Kopf
Ushers: McCracken/Milne

Year to Date January - July 31, 2021
Income $ 152,988
Expenses S 165.465
Net Income (Loss) $(12,477)

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos M
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.

9/12 9/19
Loose Cash S 47.00 Loose Cash S 106.00
General Fund $ 2,880.00 General Fund $2,520.00
LWR Covid Relief S 5.00 Roof Fund S 50.00
Parish House S 200.0 Parish House S 865.16
Subtotal S 3,132.00 Other S 50.00
Simply Giving World Hunger S 25.00
General S 425.00 Subtotal $3,616.16
Total $3,557.00 Simply Giving

General $3,380.00

Building S 25.00
Total $7,021.16

Please note that “Simply Giving” now has the option to donate to the Pantry
Fund and the Roof Fund.



