“Be opened.”
And immediately his
ears were opened,

his tongue was released ...
Mark 7:34-35, NRSY
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Introduction to the day

James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor with more honor than the poor one.
Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he
testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s children? Or was he speaking out of his
human worldview, but transcended those limits when she took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story tells
us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a child and heir.



PRELUDE
“Soul Adorn Yourself with Gladness” arr.Donald Busarow

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,”F one God,

the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.

God, our provider,

help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life

and feed us for life in the world.

Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, * the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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I Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the God of cre -a - tion!
2 Praisethe Al-might-y, o’er all life so won-drous-ly reign - ing,
3 Praisethe Al-might-y, who pros-pers your work and de-fends you;
4 Praisethe Al-might-y! In won-der my spir-it is soar - ing!
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My heart 1s long - ing to of - fer up sweet ad-o0 - ra - tion.
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.
see from the heav - ens the show-ers of mer - cy God sends you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es out- pour - ing.
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Mel - o - dy make; dul - ci - mer, harp, now a - wake.
Have you not seen? All that 18 need - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al-might - y can do;
Let the a - men sound from God’s peo - ple a - gain,
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Sound forth your praise, ev - 'ty na - tion.
sent by God’s gra - cious or - dan - ing.
im - fi - nite Love here be - friends you.
glad - ly for - ev - er a - dor - ing!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. composite

Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbich, Part I1, Stralsund, 1665

Text © 2000 Augsburg Fortress
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health

and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us
a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through
Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 35:4-7a

These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays God'’s vengeance on Edom,
Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert itself
will flow with water to give drink to the returning exiles.

A reading from Isaiah.

“Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,

with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

°Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

°then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;



’2the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17

Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, especially at the expense of the
poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip service to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian faith
expresses itself in acts of compassion and mercy for those in need.

A reading from James.

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really
believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? “For if a person with gold rings
and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty
clothes also comes in, *and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine
clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor
you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” “have you not made
distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?
°Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in
the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has
promised to those who love him? °But you have dishonored the poor. Is it
not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? ’Is
it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over
you?

®You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” °But if you show partiality, you
commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. °For whoever
keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all
of it. [*'For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said,
“You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you
murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. *“So speak and so



act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. **For judgment
will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy
triumphs over judgment.]

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but
do not have works? Can faith save you? *If a brother or sister is naked
and lacks daily food, *°and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep
warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs,
what is the good of that? '/So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Mark 7:24-37

In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ ministry. Here, a conversation
with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his mission to the Gentiles.

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

“4[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house
and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape
notice,”’but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit
immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet.
’’Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged
him to cast the demon out of her daughter. ?’He said to her, “Let the
children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw
it to the dogs.” “*But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the
table eat the children’s crumbs.” “°Then he said to her, “For saying that,
you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” *°So she went home,
found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

*'Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon
towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. *’They brought
to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they
begged him to lay his hand on him. **He took him aside in private, away
from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and
touched his tongue. **Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to
him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” *>And immediately his ears were
opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. *°Then Jesus
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more
zealously they proclaimed it. *’They were astounded beyond measure,
saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear
and the mute to speak.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

Light Dawns on a Weary World
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as all the world in won-der ech - oes sha - lom.
Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: TEMPLE OF PEACE, William P. Rowan, b. 1951
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Masen Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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HOLY BAPTISM Luca Daron DeHate
Presentation

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by
joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are
born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are
reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body of
Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in
faith, love and obedience to the will of God.

Who do you present for baptism?
Sponsors: We present Luca Daron DeHate for baptism.
To parents:

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to have Luca baptized into Christ? | do.

As you bring him to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:

to live with him among God’s faithful people,
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed

and the Ten Commandments,

place in his hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture him in faith and prayer,

so that he may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace.



Do you promise to help Luca grow in the Christian faith and life?
| do.
To sponsors:

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Luca in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of
baptism and in communion with the church?

| do.
To the assembly:

People of God, do you promise to support Luca and pray for him in his
new life in Christ?

We do.

Profession of Faith
To parents and sponsors:

| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin and confess the
faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all forces that defy God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
| renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

| renounce them.



To parents, sponsors and the assembly:

Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and
he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Thanksgiving at the Font

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over
the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in
which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered
Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us
up to live in you. Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word,
that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new
life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen

Baptism

Luca Daron DeHate | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen
Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise
them to eternal life.

Sustain Luca with the gift of your Holy Spirit; the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and
forever. Amen



Luca Daron DeHate, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit
and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen

Welcome

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share;
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative
and redeeming word to all the world.

Those gathered at the font may return to their seats.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all of creation.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds:

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise
of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
“Sing Out to God” (Voorhaar)
Choral Ensemble

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.

Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.

Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
“Lamb of God” arr. Lloyd Larson

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we
could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us
to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
-+ be upon you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING SONG

The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve
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Text: Delores Dutner, 0ss, b. 1939
Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text @ 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Voluntary No. 4” Charles Wesley



Lay Assistant: Harold Sollenberger
Reader: Elaine Harrison

Ushers: Doug & Linda Hirt

Year to Date January - June 30, 2021

Income $ 133,403
Expenses 141,547
Net Income (Loss) S (8,144)

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos Ml
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.

8/22/21 8/29/21
Loose Cash S 40.00 Loose Cash S 20.00
General Fund S 870.00 General Fund S 870.00
Capital Repairs S 50.00 Facility Rental S 50.00
Subtotal S 960.00 Memorial S 25.00
Simply Giving Parish House S 100.00
General $3,530.00 World Hunger S 5.00
Building S 25.00 Subtotal $1,070.00
Total $4,515.00 Simply Giving
General S 425.00
Total $1,495.00

Please note that “Simply Giving” now has the option to donate to the Pantry

Fund and the Roof Fund.



Sunday, September 12!!

Anniversary Celebration

Join us as we kick of the 2021-2022 programming
year and celebrate Faith’s 65 anniversary!

Sunday, September 12
Rally Day / Community Picnic / 65" Anniversary
Celebration

Plans for the day include:

- First kick-off day of Sunday School
- 10:00 AM Worship in the Sanctuary
- A catered outdoor meal following worship
- Pulled pork sandwiches, chips, cookies and
beverages
- Games and activities for kids & adults
-Volunteers are needed please sign up in the Narthex.

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday God's Work our Hands
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Please bring gloves, small shovels or any other tool that might be useful for planting.
Please sign up using the link below so we can plan how many flowers to get for planting.
Signing up is not necessary to attend but is helpful for planning.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E094CA4A62FA3F49-gods



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E094CA4A62FA3F49-gods
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