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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
Youth & Education Director ……………………………………..........Pam Williams 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, while the essence of God’s law is ignored. 

True uncleanness comes not from external things, but from the intentions of the human heart. Last week Jesus told us 

“the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63). Now James says God has given us birth by the word 

of truth. We who were washed in the word when we were born in the font return to it every Sunday to ask God to 

create in us clean hearts. 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen. 
 
 
 



GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. 

Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse 

us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we may be 

preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9      

The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the covenant. Moses 

commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract from it. The Israelites are also to teach 

the law to their children and their children’s children. 

A reading from Deuteronomy. 

1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am 

teaching you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the 

land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must 

neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything 

from it, but keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which I 

am charging you. 

  6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and 

discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will 

say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” 7For what 

other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is 

whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and 



ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today? 

  9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the 

things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all 

the days of your life; make them known to your children and your 

children’s children. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: James 1:17-27 

The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in godly behavior. Here 

Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what they hear, especially by caring for those least 

able to care for themselves. 

A reading from James. 

17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 

coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation 

or shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us 

birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits 

of his creatures. 

 

  19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to 

listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce 

God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank 

growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word 

that has the power to save your souls. 

  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 

themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are 

like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at 

themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 
25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 

persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be 



blessed in their doing. 

  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but 

deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and 

undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows 

in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. Let it burn like 
fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing 
for the good news that you bring.  
 
GOSPEL: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people determine what is pure 

or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices cannot become a substitute for godly words or 

deeds that spring from a faithful heart. 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 

Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his 

disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 
3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly 

wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do 

not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also 

many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and 

bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do 

your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat 

with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about 

you hypocrites, as it is written,  



 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 

  but their hearts are far from me; 

 7in vain do they worship me, 

  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 

  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of 

you, and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in 

can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” 

  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions 

come: fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, 

licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come 

from within, and they defile a person.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON           

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. 
To each petition, the assembly responds: 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the 
prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise 
of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Communion – Communion is shared among us. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year to Date    January – June 30, 2021 

Income    $ 133,403 
Expenses     $ 141,547 
Net Income (Loss)   $   (8,144)  
  
If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you 
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos MI 
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact 
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.  
  
8/15/21        8/22/21 
Loose Cash  $      25.00   Loose Cash  $     40.00 
General Fund  $ 2.200.00   General Fund $   870.00 
LWR Covid Relief  $      15.00   Capital Repairs $     50.00 
World Hunger  $      50.00   Subtotal  $   960.00 
Caring Comm.   $      50.00   Simply Giving 
Parish House   $      50.00    General $3,530.00 
Subtotal    $ 2,390.00    Building $     25.00 
Simply Giving       Total   $4,515.00 
General    $    425.00 
Total     $ 2,815.00 
 
 

 Please note that “Simply Giving” now has the option to donate to the 
Pantry Fund and the Roof Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

 

 (Invite students of ALL ages to come forward in worship or during 
another gathering with their backpacks, bags, briefcases, etc.)  

 Let us pray. God of Wisdom, we give you thanks for schools, classrooms 
and offices and for the teachers, students, and workers who fill them 

each day. We thank you for this new beginning, for new books and new 
ideas. We thank you for sharpened pencils, pointy crayons, and crisp 
blank pages waiting to be filled. We thank you for the gift of making 
mistakes and trying again. Help us remember that asking the right 

questions is often as important as giving the right answers. Today we give 
you thanks for these your beloved children (and adults), and we ask you 

to bless them with curiosity, understanding and respect. May their 
backpacks be a sign to them that they have everything they need to learn 
and grow. May they be guided by your love. All this we ask in the name of 
Jesus, who as a child in the temple showed us his longing to learn about 
you, and as an adult taught by story and example your great love for us. 

Amen.  

 

 On behalf of all of us at Faith Lutheran Church, we present you with 
these crosses for you to attach to your backpacks and bags. This way, you 

can look at it, a reminder to students of their baptism every day 
throughout the year, remember this blessing and be reminded of God’s 
presence with you at all times and in all places. May you share that love 

with others, caring for and helping those you meet.  

 

Copyright © 2019 Christian Education Network of the ELCA; written by 
Terri Robertson. Part of the Christian Education Network of the ELCA 

Presents “Learning Strategies for Living Our Baptism” Water cross used 
by permission of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 



Sunday, September 12!! 
 

Anniversary Celebration 

Join us as we kick of the 2021-2022 programming 
year and celebrate Faith’s 65 anniversary! 

  
Sunday, September 12 

Rally Day / Community Picnic / 65th Anniversary 
Celebration 

  
 Plans for the day include: 

 
- First kick-off day of Sunday School 

- 10:00 AM Worship in the Sanctuary 
- A catered outdoor meal following worship 
- Pulled pork sandwiches, chips, cookies and 

beverages 
- Games and activities for kids & adults  

      -Volunteers are needed please sign up in the Narthex. 
 
 

 

 

God's Work our Hands 
Sunday, September 12th, 3-5 P.M. 

 
Meridian Marketplace  

(Located at north side of mall) 
 

Help Plant Mum and Perennials 
Please bring gloves, small shovels or any other tool that might be useful for planting. 

Please sign up using the link below so we can plan how many flowers to get for planting. 
Signing up is not necessary to attend but is helpful for planning. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E094CA4A62FA3F49-gods  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E094CA4A62FA3F49-gods
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E094CA4A62FA3F49-gods

