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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 
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Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
Youth & Education Director ……………………………………..........Pam Williams 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
 

Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him for a sign of his power; perhaps 

it is daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel when people want a sign, Jesus offers himself. He is the bread 

come from heaven to give life to the world. He calls us to come to him and believe in him, and through that relationship 

to know the one who sent him. 



PRELUDE 
“Preambule”              Louis Vierne 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN 
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before 
us; we eat and are satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need with the 
life that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15      

A food crisis becomes a faith crisis for the Israelites in the wilderness. The hungry people forget God’s saving 

work in the exodus, and they wish for the food they had in Egypt. Nevertheless, God miraculously meets their 

needs, with manna for bread and quail for meat. 

A reading from Exodus. 

2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and 

Aaron in the wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died 

by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 

fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this 

wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 

  4Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven 

for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that 

day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction 

or not.” 

  9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the 

Israelites, ‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.’ ” 
10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they 



looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the 

cloud. 11The LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12“I have heard the 

complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, 

and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know 

that I am the LORD your God.’ ” 

  13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the 

morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of 

dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky 

substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, 

they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. 

Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat.” 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Ephesians 4:1-16 

Christians share fundamental unity and diversity. Our unity consists in the one body, one Spirit, one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism, and one God. Our diversity is expressed in various forms of ministry whose goal is 

equipping the saints and building up Christ’s one body. 

A reading from Ephesians. 

1I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the 

calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, 

with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3making every effort to 

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body 

and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 
5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is 

above all and through all and in all. 

  7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s 

gift. 8Therefore it is said,  

 “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; 

  he gave gifts to his people.” 
9(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 

descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the 



same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all 

things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some 

prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip the 

saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until 

all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We must 

no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind 

of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 
15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him 

who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and 

knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is 

working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in 

love. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 



GOSPEL: John 6:24-35 

Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him throughout the 

countryside. Jesus challenges them to consider the real nature of their quest. 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

24When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside 

the sea,] they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum 

looking for Jesus. 

  25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, 

“Rabbi, when did you come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I 

tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because 

you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that perishes, 

but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will 

give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then 

they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” 
29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him 

whom he has sent.” 30So they said to him, “What sign are you going to 

give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you 

performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is 

written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus said to 

them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread 

from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from 

heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven 

and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread 

always.” 

  35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 

never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON  



HYMN OF THE DAY 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly 
responds: 
 
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise 

of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
"Holy Manna"                                                                                     (Joel Raney) 

Choral Ensemble  
  
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world.  
Amen. 



DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and 
praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
“I Am the Bread of Life”                             John Carter 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we 
could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us 
to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen. 



SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



POSTLUDE 
“God of Grace”                Paul Manz 
 

Lay Assistant: Bob Nelson 

Reader:  

Ushers: Kadrofske Family  

Thank you to Kathy Richardson for playing the piano and organ today. 

       

Year to Date    January – June 30, 2021 

Income    $ 133,403 
Expenses     $ 141,547 
Net Income (Loss)   $   (8,144)  
  
If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you 
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos MI 
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact 
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.  
  
7/18/21 
Loose Cash  $       45.00 
General Fund  $  3,400.00 
Pantry Fund  $     150.00 
Roof Fund    $       50.00 
Parish House   $     150.00 
Subtotal    $  3,795.00 
Simply Giving 
  General  $  2,980.00 
  Building  $       25.00 
Total     $  6,800.00 

 

Please note that “Simply Giving” now has the option to donate to the Pantry 
Fund and the Roof Fund. 


