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Introduction to the day

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which focus on Jesus as bread of life.
Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table,
seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy of our supplies or
our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this
world into the world God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied.



PRELUDE
“Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult”

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,”F one God,

the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.

God, our provider,

help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life

and feed us for life in the world.

Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, * the bread of life,

you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.

arr. Dale Wood



GATHERING HYMN

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi-on, let me en - ter there,

2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;

3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di - vine;
5 Speak, O God,and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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where my soul in  joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’'n on earth must be.
let  my soul,where it 1s plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may I wun - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed 18 this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, Ilet it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit- ful un -to life in me.

as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort 1in all strife.
Here of life the foun- tain flows; here 1s balm for all our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a
longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may
know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: 2 Kings 4:42-44

Today'’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the successor to
Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough food to go around, Elisha
trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need.

A reading from 2 Kings.

“2A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to
[Elisha,] the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain
in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.” “*But his
servant said, “How can | set this before a hundred people?” So he
repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD,
‘They shall eat and have some left.”” ““He set it before them, they ate,
and had some left, according to the word of the LORD.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: EPHESIANS 3:14-21

We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge. Because Christ
dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by the ongoing presence of the
Spirit.

A reading from Ephesians.



Y“For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, *>from whom every
family in heaven and on earth takes its name. ‘°l pray that, according to
the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in
your inner being with power through his Spirit, ’and that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded
in love. ‘°l pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the
saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, *?and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be
filled with all the fullness of God.

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, ‘to him
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and
ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL: John 6:1-21

In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true character of God. As
such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human control.

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

'Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of
Tiberias. “A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs
that he was doing for the sick. *Jesus went up the mountain and sat down
there with his disciples. “Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was
near. "When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him,
Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to
eat?” °He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to
do. ’Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough
bread for each of them to get a little.” *One of his disciples, Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, °“There is a boy here who has five
barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?”
%Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of
grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. *'Then
Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them
to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted.
“When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the
fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” **So they gathered
them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those
who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. **When the people saw the
sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who
is to come into the world.”

>When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by
force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

*When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, '/got into a
boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and



Jesus had not yet come to them. **The sea became rough because a
strong wind was blowing. *?When they had rowed about three or four
miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and
they were terrified. “°But he said to them, “It is |; do not be afraid.”
“'Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat
reached the land toward which they were going.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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\ Jobn 6.20, NESV

[t 7s [, do not be arraid.



HYMN OF THE DAY

Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken
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1 Loaves were bro - ken, words were spo - ken by the
2 Loaves were bro - ken, words were spo - ken in a
3 Loaves are bro - ken, words are spo - ken, as in
4 By the loaves  you break and give us, send us
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Gal - 1 - le - an shore. Je - sus, Bread of life from
qui - et room one night. In the bread and wine you
faith we gath - er  here. Je - sus  speaks a - cross the
n your name to share bread for which the mil - lions
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heav - en, was their food for - ev - er -  more.
gave them, Christ, you came as Light from Light.

a -  ges: “I am with you; do not fear!”
hun - ger, words that tell your love and care.
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peo - ple. Be our Host, our Life, our Lord.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all of creation.

Prayers of intercession are prayed. To each petition, the assembly
responds:

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers, and the assembly responds:

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise
of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
“The Gift of Love” (arr. Hopson)
Bob Nelson & Tammy Heilman

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.

Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.

Amen.



DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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san-na in the high - est;, ho -san - na in the high - est.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
COMMUNION SONG
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I O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

“Precious Lord, Take my Hand” arr. Jack Schrader

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we
could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us
to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. Amen.



BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
-+ be upon you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG
The Church of Christ, in Every Age
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1698-1768
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“The Church of Christ, in Every Age” arr. J. Bert Carlson

Lay Assistant: Randy Royalty
Reader: Jamie Royalty

Ushers: Doug & Linda Hirt

Year to Date January — June 30, 2021
Income $ 133,403
Expenses S 141,547
Net Income (Loss) S (8,144)

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos Ml
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.

7/11/2021 7/18/21

General Fund S 1,710.00 Loose Cash S 45.00
Capital Repairs S 60.00 General Fund S 3,400.00
World Hunger S 100.00 Pantry Fund S 150.00
Subtotal S 1,870.00 Roof Fund S 50.00
Simply Giving Parish House S 150.00
General S 775.00 Subtotal S 3,795.00
Total $ 2,645.00 Simply Giving

General S 2,980.00

Building S 25.00
Total $ 6,800.00

Please note that “Simply Giving” now has the option to donate to the Pantry
Fund and the Roof Fund.



