
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

July 18, 2021 
Outdoor Worship Service 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
Youth & Education Director ……………………………………..........Pam Williams 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
Mark’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with its countless needs to be met, on Jesus and his 

disciples. Yet in today’s gospel Jesus advises his disciples to get away and rest, to take care of themselves. Sometimes we 

think that when others are in great need we shouldn’t think of ourselves at all; but Jesus also honors the caregivers’ 

need. We are sent from Christ’s table to care for others and for ourselves. 

 



PRELUDE 
“We Come to the Hungry Feast”            arr. David Cherwien 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen. 



GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, 

faithfully feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole 

people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6      

Jeremiah prophesied before the exile in 587 BCE. In this passage, he uses the metaphor of a shepherd to 

describe the bad kings who have scattered the “flock” of Israel. God promises to gather the flock and to raise 

up a new king from David’s line to save Israel and Judah. 

A reading from Jeremiah. 

1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! 

says the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 

concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have 

scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not 

attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the 

LORD. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the 

lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, 

and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over 

them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be 

dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 



 

  5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for 

David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and 

shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will 

be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he 

will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Ephesians 2:11-22 

The author of this letter reminds his audience that originally they were not part of God’s chosen people. 

Through Jesus’ death, however, they are included in God’s household of faith, whose cornerstone is Jesus 

Christ. 

A reading from Ephesians. 

11Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the 

uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical 

circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—12remember that you 

were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 

Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were 

far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our 

peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken 

down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He has 

abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might 

create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making 

peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the 

cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17So he came and 

proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 

near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 
19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with 



the saints and also members of the household of God, 20built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 

cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is joined together and grows 

into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built together 

spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. Let it burn like 
fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing 
for the good news that you bring.  
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

When Jesus sends his disciples out to teach and heal, they minister among large numbers of people. Their work 

is motivated by Christ’s desire to be among those in need. 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

30The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done 

and taught. 31He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by 

yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they 

had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a 

deserted place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and 

recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and 

arrived ahead of them. 34As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and 

he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a 

shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 



 

  53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and 

moored the boat. 54When they got out of the boat, people at once 

recognized him, 55and rushed about that whole region and began to bring 

the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he 

went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the 

marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of 

his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. 
To each petition, the assembly responds: 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the 
prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise 
of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 



PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
 

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Communion – Communion is shared among us. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”       arr. James Kimball 

 

Ushers: Open 
Lay Assistant: Open  
Reader: Open 
 



Year to Date    January – June 30, 2021 

Income    $ 133,403 
Expenses     $ 141,351 
Net Income (Loss)   $   (7,948)  
  
If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you 
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos MI 
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact 
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.  
  
7/4/21        7/11/2021 
Loose Cash  $      20.00   General Fund  $  1,710.00 
General Fund  $ 3,625.00   Capital Repairs  $        60.00 
LWR Covid Relief  $         5.00   World Hunger  $      100.00 
Pantry Fund    $     100.00   Subtotal   $  1,870.00 
Parish House   $  1,927.02   Simply Giving 
Subtotal    $  5,677.02    General  $     775.00 
Simply Giving       Total    $  2,645.00 
 General   $  3,365.00 
 Building   $        25.00 
Total     $  9,067.02 
 
 

 Please note that “Simply Giving” now has the option to donate to the 
Pantry Fund and the Roof Fund. 

 


