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Introduction to the day

Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his disciples authority over demons. Yet none of this power is unilateral; it all
must be received by faith. Jesus asks his disciples to go out without money or supplies, so that they will be dependent on
how others receive them. When we are sent from the assembly to witness and to heal, we are asked to be vulnerable, to
be dependent on the reception of others. The Spirit always operates in the “between”: between Jesus and his Abba,
between Jesus and us, between you and me, between us and those to whom we are sent.



PRELUDE
“America, the Beautifu

III

arr. Calvin Hampton

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,”F one God,

the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.

God, our provider,

help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life

and feed us for life in the world.

Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, * the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of
your kingdom. Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may
faithfully witness to your love and peace in every circumstance of life, in
the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Ezekiel 2:1-5

In 597 BCE, the priest Ezekiel was removed into exile in Babylon. While there, he received a vision of God
appearing majestically on a chariot throne. Today’s reading recounts God’s commissioning of Ezekiel during
this vision. The prophet is to speak God’s word to a people unwilling to hear.

A reading from Ezekiel.

'[A voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and | will speak
with you.”’And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me
on my feet; and | heard him speaking to me. *He said to me, Mortal, | am
sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have
rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against
me to this very day. “The descendants are impudent and stubborn. | am
sending you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord
Gob.” "Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious
house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among them.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



NEW TESTAMENT READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 12:2-10

Christians do not boast of their own accomplishments. Rather, Christian boasting focuses attention on how the
power of Christ is present in our lives, especially in times of weakness and vulnerability. No matter what our
circumstances in life, Christ’s grace is sufficient for us.

A reading from 2 Corinthians.

’| know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the
third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body | do not know; God
knows. *And | know that such a person—whether in the body or out of
the body | do not know; God knows—*“was caught up into Paradise and
heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to
repeat. °On behalf of such a one | will boast, but on my own behalf | will
not boast, except of my weaknesses. °But if | wish to boast, | will not be a
fool, for | will be speaking the truth. But | refrain from it, so that no one
may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, “even
considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to
keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a
messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated.
®Three times | appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me,
“but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made
perfect in weakness.” So, | will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. ‘“Therefore |
am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and
calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever | am weak, then | am
strong.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. Let it burn like
fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing
for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Mark 6:1-13

At home and abroad, Jesus and his disciples encounter resistance as they seek to proclaim God’s word and
relieve affliction.

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.?On the
sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him
were astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this
wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being
done by his hands! °Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother
of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with
us?” And they took offense at him. “Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets
are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own
kin, and in their own house.” >And he could do no deed of power there,
except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. °And
he was amazed at their unbelief.

Then he went about among the villages teaching. 'He called the twelve
and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over
the unclean spirits. °He ordered them to take nothing for their journey
except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to wear
sandals and not to put on two tunics. ‘°He said to them, “Wherever you
enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. **If any place will not



welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the
dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” *?So they went out
and proclaimed that all should repent. **They cast out many demons, and
anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

Prayers of intercession are prayed.
To each petition, the assembly responds:

Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the
prayers, and the assembly responds:

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Communion — Communion is shared among us.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table

more than we could ever ask.

As you have nourished us in this meal,

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING
The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

-+ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Trumpet Tune” Mark Himmelman

Ushers: McCracken/Milne
Lay Assistant: Ken Schoepf
Reader: Ken Schoepf



Year to Date

January - April 2021

Income S 88,244
Expenses $96,106
Net Income (Loss) S (7,862)

If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you

normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos M

48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.

6/20/21 6/27/21
Loose Cash S 40.00 General Fund S 1,600.00
General Fund $11,224.38 Facility Rental S 125.00
Holle Speaker Series S 1,500.00 Food Pantry S 149.00
LWR Covid-19 Relief S 15.00 Parish House S 150.00
Parish House S 100.00 World Hunger S 50.00
Subtotal S 12,879.38 Subtotal S 2,074.00
Simply Giving Simply Giving
General S 3,310.00 General S 1,245.00
Building S 25.00 Total S 3,319.00
Total S 16,214.38

Worship Date/Time Changes

Beginning on the weekend of July 10 & 11, we will no longer hold a
Saturday evening service.

We know that Sunday morning worship is very much a part of the DNA of this
2 3 congregation. Therefore, beginning on Sunday, July 11, we are making a major
O RS H I P change that will last through the weekend of September 5.

Here is our worship schedule beginning July 11:

e 9:00 AM In-person OUTDOOR Worship — bring your own chair.
e 10:15 AM In-person INDOOR Worship — masks recommended, due to the Delta variant and its
presence in Michigan.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE INDOOR WORSHIP WILL TAKE PLACE AT 10:15!

This will give us time to make the transition from outdoors to indoors. The indoor service will be livestreamed,
and if people log on by 10:00 they will see a message saying the service begins at 10:15.

If you should have any questions, please contact Pastor Ellen.

Blessings to all of you as you continue to enjoy the summer months.



