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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4515 Dobie Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 
517-349-0620 

 

7th Sunday of Easter: Online Service 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ. . . 

. . .we Gather in faith for worship, prayer, 

study and fellowship 

. . .we Equip the people of God with a faith 

that works in real life 

. . .we Serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ 

 
Pastor:……………………………………………………………………………. Ellen Schoepf 
Music Director:…………………………………………….Debra Borton-McDonough 
Organist/Pianist:…………………………………………..…………….…Bruce Williams 
Church Secretary:…………………………………………………………........ Katie Love 
High School Leaders: ………….........Kim O’Brien, Ryan & Addie Thompson 
Pastor’s email:………………………………….prellen@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Church email:…………………………………......faith@faithlutheranokemos.org 
Website:…………………..……………………..…….www.faithlutheranokemos.org 
Facebook Page:……………………….…….facebook.com/faithlutheranokemos 

 
Introduction to the day 
The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer Jesus prays for his followers in John’s gospel 

on the night before his death, and always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one as he and the Father are 

one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding, interpenetrating life, 

mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom we have received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit! 

 



PRELUDE 
“Nettleton”                   arr. Paul Manz 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

 

 

 
 
 



GATHERING SONG   
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the 

powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform 

us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26          

In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees the process whereby one of the members of 

the community of believers is chosen to be the twelfth apostle, in order to fill the vacancy created by Judas’s 

treachery and death. 

A reading from Acts. 

15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd 

numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the 

scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 

concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—
17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 

ministry.” 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the 

time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the 

baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of 

these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they 

proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, 



and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s 

heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the 

place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go 

to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on 

Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 5:9-13   

God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whoever believes in the Son of God believes in 

the witness of God and has the promise of eternal life. 

A reading from 1 John. 

9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this 

is the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who 

believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who 

do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the 

testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 11And this is the 

testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever 

has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not 

have life. 

 

  13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of 

God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: John 17:6-19 

In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—his prayer for his disciples and for 

all who would believe in him through their words. 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave 

me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they 

have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me 

is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and 

they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and 

they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am 

not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave 

me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and 

I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but 

they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them 

in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 

one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you 

have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the 

one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now 

I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they 

may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given them your 

word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the 

world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to take 

them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 
16They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 
17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me 

into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I 

sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  



HYMN OF THE DAY 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 
love. 

Prayers of intercession are prayed. 
To each petition, the assembly responds: 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
The presiding minister concludes the 
prayers, and the assembly responds: 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 

your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Now let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven. 
Hallelujah! 
 
“Find Us Faithful”                   (Steve Green) 

John Graham, saxophone 
(extracted from August 18, 2019) 

 
Communion – Communion is shared among us in people’s homes. 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
and send us as joyful witnesses, 
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 



SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 

“Voluntary 4, Spiritoso”                Samuel Wesley 

 

                There will be NO Coffee Hour if in-person worship is offered. 

You are invited to join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom immediately 

following worship. Please use the zoom link below to join.  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146 

 

Meeting ID: 498 212 6146 

There is no password needed. 

       

 
Year to Date    January 1- March 31st, 2021 
Income    $ 66,713 
Expenses     $ 72,963 
Net Income (Loss)   $ (6,250)  
  
If you have the ability to support the church's work during this time, please do so as you 
normally would. You can mail your check to Faith Lutheran, 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos MI 
48864 or consider signing up for "Simply Giving", our online offering tool. Contact 
jon.harrison@comcast.net for more information on how to sign up.  
  
5/2/21       5/9/21 
General Fund  $  1,559.07   General Fund  $  2,425.00 
Painting Fund  $     400.00   Food Pantry   $        50.00 
Pantry Fund   $       40.00   Youth    $        12.00 
Parish House  $       70.00   World Hunger  $        50.00 
World Hunger  $       50.00   Subtotal   $   2,537.00 
Subtotal   $  2,119.07   Simply Giving 
 Simply Giving      General  $   3,225.00 
 General  $   1,020.00    Building  $         25.00 
Total    $   3,139.07   Total    $   5,787.00 

https://msu.zoom.us/j/4982126146

